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334 MISSIONS IN SIAM AND LAOS. May

M.D., of the Presbyterian Board, arrived in Bangkok, having spent eight
months on a journey which can now be made in six or seven weeks. They
were soon visited by many of the nobles, and they took an early oppor-
tunity to pay their respects to the royal priest at his monastery. They
were most kindly received, and continued ever afterward to retain the royal
confidence. The tidings that a new foreign physician (Dr. House) had
come brought crowds to his dispensary for relief. The floating house
which Dr. Bradley had used was again fitted up as a dispensary, and was
moored in front of the mission premises. In the first eighteen months he
had prescribed for over eighteen thousand patients. The Presbyterian
Mission to the Siamese was now thoroughly established.

The First Presbyterian Church was organized in Bangkok in 1849, the
missionaries constituting the larger part of the membership at first, tho
gradually the number of native members was increased. In 1851 the
usurper of the throne, an illegitimate elder brothey, died, and Chow Fa
Mongkut, who had entercd a Buddhist monastery as a measure of safety,
succeeded to the throne. Siam thenceforth entered upon a new era of
enhghtenment and prosperity.

The life in Siara of Sir John Bowring and Mr. Harry Parks, his able
Secretary of Legation (afterward British Minister to China), brought about
great changes through a treaty made between Siam and Great Britain, and
in 1856 a similar treaty was formmed by Hon. Townsend Harris between
Siam and the United States. It is pleasant to recall the testimony which
Dr. William I. Wood, who accompanied the embassy of Mr. Harris, gave
of the influence which the American missionaries had alrcady gained at
that early day. It is as follows :

‘¢ The unseifish kindness of the American missionaries, their patience,
sincerity, and truthfulness, bave won the confidence and esteem of the
natives, and in some degree transferred those sentiments to the nation rep-
resented by the missions and prepared a way for further national inter-
course now commencing. It was very evident that much of the appre-
hension which they felt in taking upon themselves the responsibility of a
treaty with us would be diminished if they could have the Rev. Mr
Matoon, of the Presbyterian Mission, as first United States Consul.”

Mr. Matoon, however, accepted the office only until a successor could
be appointed at Washington ; meanwhile, his mission work—preaching,
translating, ctc.—was not interrupted.

Establishment of the Laos Mission.—It was in 1858 that Rev. Jonathan
Wilson and wife and Rev. Daniel McGilvary arrived in Siam. They had
been room-mates at Princeton ; and Mr. McGilvary, in offering himself to
the Board, had requested that he might be sent to some field where others
might feel less inclined to go. It was perbaps in view of this desire that
in the year 1867 Mr. McGilvary was sent up the Meinam River to establish
a mission in Laos. The voyage up the river occupied three months.  The
Laos tributary king gave to Mr. McGilvary and his family a kindly recep-




