
MISSIONS IN~ SIAM AND LAOS. [a

M.I)., of thc 1Fresbyteriaîî Board, aî'rived in Bangkok, having spent eiglit
monthis on a journey whiei eari now be mnade in six or seven weeks. They
«Were sooni visited by many of the nobles, and they took an early oppor-
tuuity to pay their respects te fthe royal priest at lus nîonastery. They
.verc miost kindly received, and eontiuîued ever afterward to retain tlic royal
confidence. Thie tidings that a uîew forcigri physician (Dr. lieuse) had
corne brouglit crowds to bis dispensary for relief. The fioating bouse
whicli Dr. Bradley liad used ivas again fitted up as a dispensary, and was
unoored in front of tlie mission promises. In the first eigliteen monflis lie
liad prescribed for over cigli,,teen thousand patients. Tlie Preshyterian.
Mission te, the Siamese was now thoroughly establishied.

The First Presbyterian Churcli was organized in Bangkok in 1849, tlie
ruissionaries cz3nstitutiing flic larger part of the membership at first, tho
gradlually tlie number of native members wvas inecased. Iu 1851 flic
usurper of the flirone, an illegitimate eider brotie, died, and Chow Fa
Mongkut, wvho liad entered a Buddhist monastery as a nierisure of safety,
succeed toe lc lrone. Siarn thcnceforth eutered upon a new era of
enliglihtenrnent aud prosperity.

The life lu Siami of Sir John B owring and Mr. I{arry Parlis, lis able
Secretary of Legation (aftcrward British Minister te China), brought about
great changes flirougli a treaty miade between Siam and Great Britain, and
lu 1856 a similar treaty was forîned by lon. Townsend Harris betweeii
Siam and the United States. If is pleasant te recail the testimony whichl
Dr. William A) Wý%ood, wvlo acconipanied tlhc embassy of Mr. Harris, gave
of the influence wluich the Amnerican nuissionaries liad already gained at
that early day. It is as follows :

" The iunscifishi kindnes-, of fthc Anierican niissionaries, their patience,
sincerity, and truthfulness, have wvon fthc confidence and esteen of flic
natives, aud iii soîne degrree transferredI those sentiments tw the nation Tep-
resented by the missions and preparcd a way for fnrtlier national inter-
course now commecng. It was vcry evident that nucli of fthc appre-
hension whicli they feit in fakinfg npon theinselves flic responsibility of a
treaty wvftl us -%oluld lic dinuinishied if fhiey could have flic Rev. M1r.
Matoon, of the Presbyterian Misoas first United State-s Consul."

31r. Matmon, however, acceptcd flic office only until a suceessor could
be appointcd at Washington ; mcanwhile, bis mission Nvork,--praching,
franslafing, etc. -was not interrnpted.

Establishrnwnt of the .Laos 364sion.-It was in 1858 that Rev. Jonathai
Wilson aud wifc and Rev. Paniel McGilvary arrived in Siain. They had
been room-mafes at Princeten ; and 31r. McGilvary, lu offering himself txe
the Board, hiad requested that lie miglit be sent te sorne field wvhere others
miglt feel less inclined tri go. If was perhaps in vicw of fuis desire that
in flic year 1 R67 Mr. McGilvary was sent up the 'Meinain River te e.stablisli
a iision in Laos. The voýyage up the river occupied thre monflis. he
Laos tribut.ary king gave to Mfr. MýNcGilvary and bis family a kindly recel>.
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