
10 TE AADIA À.TRBNSTM.

infant on its mother's bosoni, upon lus words, for the Modes and Persïans" -are suprQmc, -and high
thocy are tho ivords eof God who, cannot lie, marks are considered.the nep ' IÙ ul&ýa of.all intel-

As 1 hecar Ris voice the rcstless surging or niy lectual grcatness, Acadia'd students can -boast but
soul%; doubt sinks to rest as did the wavea on the littie eof comparative freedorn. On the contrary, it
mca of Galilc, ait Rlis pe3ace bo sti1l. Withi Ris asaur. i6 zonfidently asserted that cithe importance .of a
ing word in niy ear, Mny soul "hiall go forth with. a high relative position in class wôrk ait .Acadis
out one tremor te face ail that dying inay reveal. opîlege is rnagnified to an extent unparalleled in
As rny closing wislî-one than which 1 know ne any of our Celoeges or. universities."
better-so may you ail." Acadia's attitude teovaîd this mucli vexed ques-

The lecture was well received by a large tion niay be representod by a few brief statements,
auld appreciative audieiice, mnauy of wýhom as foîîes*
wore greatly impressed by the closiiig ' 1. The daîly recitations are gra.ded on a scàle,

remarks.ranging froni zero te ton, accerding te value.
2. TÇhe terminal examinations papera aresulh-

[COIMSPONDNCE.jectod te the saine test.
[CoREsPNDENE.]3. The general avorageo ef grades between the

MARKING AND RANKING. daily recitations and terminal 'examinations, is
made up ut the close eof each session.

4. The relative 3tanding eof the students is thus
MESSRS. E DTORs.-As a student eof Acitdia and a det.ermined at the end eof tho college year, and

lover of edtication, permit me te make a few ob- their imes are posted accordingly on the -college
servations on a subjeet that bas long been agitat- bulletin -board anud inblisbed in all thée legding
ing the cellego world- Ilthe niarking systcm." pApers iu Nova Scôtia, New Brunswick, and
This appareaitly nccessary ovii bas been thiorouglib- Princo Edward Island.
ly discussed ini mary of our college circles. 'lu- 5. The memnbers of the graduating class. are re-
deed, the ery agairnst the Iltyranny eof marks" lias required to uiareh on anniversavy- day -azzording
someti me s been - inglcd with the wail eof deýpair; te relative class standing, n pac~-bi e
and the question is stili &àî o pon eue-"' wbo, wîll grces nt the band of the Prieside*nt in f«itnterderr
devise a sehemne by îvhich the niarking curse eau lIn ail col'eges somne system, eof - Mrking seeme
bo abolishod. or, if' it must continueas a necessary noeessary, Iridced the untivorsal revalenc ef
ovil, ovolve a syst-on by which, the evil will bo re- grades, isprimafacie evideuce that a tixed. 8tane4rd
duced to a minimum ?" In the name of resistless eof grading is considercd essential te college disci-
progress, thià problem. must be.solved. Already p ino. Witliout it niany miglit pass through col-
there ara) markod indications of a mucll needed re- lge without mastering the prescribed couiso of
fornm. The foudly chcrishcd custom, of conferring studios. The studeut should net object,, therýefore,
meçdals, bonors, etc., on the student whose brain t I "the faital pencil and paper," or refuse te, b.
lias been able to holdi the Iargcst collection et' facts, mocasurcd, ise long as the mea8tirenient-is couflned
is becening obsoletei munany of our larger colleges. -te the ciass x'oom. Nor dees the marking -systemn
"No longter is lie rogardcd as thue best seholar who .ppoper involve anything mote than a record of the

has sucimccded best in ec-umming foir an examina- 'studios which the student bas conipleted 'during
tien, or 'e'bo lias answered Most cnrrectly the ques- bis colloge year. Cenfined withinthese limita, the
tions upen the tcxt-books, without regard te the tyranuy et' marks is greatly lesseued- if net reduced
dogrec in which lie has assimila;od bis intellectual te a minimumu. . But te record thé-4ýalue cf a e-
pabulu.c or turueà bis kuewledge iute t'aenlty." tatien on thi-s plan is one thing ; !.0 publish tho

The awarding of lyrizos for excellence iu cellege comparative iintelleçtual flilures of a student, is
-%vork, as cvntingent p on marks, is netably dam- another. The fermer humiliates; the latter dis-
aging in its ~fo.I t exhibits student life as a graces. The formgr mnay somet'linée7be expedierit;
gr-eat contost, whz-re, amid vicieus rivàlry and the latter is neyer justifiable.
strife, eue becoemos victor tu the shame of the The IlPass List," pubjished lu the iuwepaper s 
otliers dofoat. The love et' excellente for its ewp a celd injustice; but i.bp ranking of graduates -on
sake is ignoed, and a spirit et' emulation is calied annivorsary day is a heertless iimposition. To cein-
fort~. . .vhich tee ofteu degcneraics into envy, mial. p.el the meuibers of tbhe gradnating class, againat
ovoleuce and liate. Thus alkired by the glittering their wli, te, mai-eh u4p4er the, "yoke eof bondage,"
niedal, the unhappy victimi beconies oblivieus tp lat a species eof oppreèssion akin te despetisrn in the
t'he faeliinge and interestsocf others, and rushes pro- dai ages.
cjpitately to hie fate,-a martyr te the marking Like*B&anqne' ghost, the narking t3ýràC will
systein. not down. 1R1eger4tt:ss ef bealth, it whisiers at

Th~e custoum et' distributiug prizes ait ..4cadia bas roivýuight, "grades, grades P' It incites the over-i
been abandoucd. No longer does thoc covûe1 prize ambitieus te dishonosty in the recitation and ex-
throw ite baneitu influeonce over these collegu hal8. aininatien. lIt -mutters ou lyring lips, Il ne time"
In th is Ac.adia bans talion a step iu advance, of many for o ligious meetings, debating socmety and gene-
sirnilar irsiitutions. YOus oga tclw fadra~n.Alas, the Ilenoniy ci aIl righteeus-


