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S Q xany kind words bave corne te us concerning
. the ATnEiEUM1 that we begin to feel like making

some response. We are not by any ineans proud of
everytibing that bas appeared in these columns. Some
mistakes have occurred that bave made us wish we
liad neyer seen the ATHENXUM or its ghost. Then
what bau been properly aliowed a -place on these pages
could net receive that attention in composition which,
it ougbt te receive. The ATUENAi£uK has received
very few contributions -somewhere between one
and tbree-so t.bat neal à ail the work bas been
dope by the editors alone. They, like their bua.y
fellow-students, have enough work te, do wit1Iut wrv.,-
ing any for the press, end-so the ATI1EN.EtJx has te
take what tbey ea, make for it at odd jobs. Yet we
do nlot .know wbat it is se far, te try to "l611 up."
Every issue bas had sosue articles crowded out. With
ail our fauits our subscrilers seem te love us stil].
We thank tbem for their kiîàid words and invite their
fricndiy criticisms. We assure theux that t.beir cheers
have doue us ne harm.

T HE Theses are o%ýer, the seniors rejoice. They(net the Seniors) are the last nàilestone before
reaching the culmiiiating piece of literature in college
-the graduating Essay. The Theses which were
read this year certainly werc an improvetuent upon
our Freshman rnonthly Essays, brilliant and profound
compàsitions as most of them undoubtedly were in
that cosy stage of aur career. We have done seine-
thing iÈ flot everything. WVe have improved a littie
if we haven't attained perfection. The papers exbib-
ited considerable thougbt and care. A littie more
tinie given te the art of deliv'ery would not bave
detracted seriously from their merits or those of the
speakers; indeed delivery is haif of wbat we need in
order 'te make public speaking or reading of aray kind
successful. Itmakes net the aiightest diflerence how
good yiur paper rnay be, bow deep its thought, how
brilliant its conception, how noble its purpose, how
inspiring its sentiments; a drowsy, monetonous veice
kiII8 *~ for haif the audience at least. A listlessness
non-differentiation of thouglit puts a plaster upon the
best paper which is enly toc liable te draw the life
out or it. We don't affirin sucli faults of those wbo
read this year, but we do say that tbey are quite apt
te be the faults of far tee many, and those net merely
college youths. On the whole we bave ne o1jection
te Thests, especially since tbey are over; they are an
improvement on the Essay because they will have fb
undergo criticism-and ive are ail critical- It's a
simple iookiag thing te get up and rend a paper before
a crowd of jour own class-înates and cellege associatea.
Often, however, it basn't se much of simplicity as
would be suggested at first sight, particularly when
you are the render and author. No person cares te
malte hiniseli ridiculous cftener than nature prescribes.
In the presence of those who have been your Instruc-
tors for four or five years and nf the Mui representation
of stu dents this is certainly undesirnble;- se it becomes
a student te writu something which wiil relieve him
uf this possible pros ect, and he usually dees it. En-
cyclopoedias, useful as tbey undoubtedly are on many
occasions, are most caref'd]ly brought into requisitien
and independent thougbt resorted te-net a bnd idea
eitber for a change. We hope the Theïses plan inay
continue. They won'thurtjeu gexitlemen.
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