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CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

at the same time too abstruse for their youthful minds. ‘I'o com.
prehend and apply one truth 18 more m{\'nmngcous to themn, than
to advance ten propositions, nonc of which they have been able to
undersiund or retan n therr memones ; or, perhaps, forget
their attention to the nine, the one which was of the most impor.
tance. Oh God, ussist me to copy more closely the example
which thy deur Son has left us, of mmparting instruction ; and
enible me to acquire the simplicity, conciseness, and unpressivo
style of my dear Master.  Let e, betore I propound any doctrine
to the children, fiest enquire, I o be necessrary 7 1f 1t be profita.

ble ?  If somnc other would not be more appropriate?  If at will!

bo more suitable to their capacitiea?  What will be the object
attamed by it 7 And whether it will mive them only the appear.
ance of learning without any uscful result? - And as I am able to
answer these questions, let me adopt or cast aside my subject”

Such was the devotional spirit in which Overberg pursued that
occupation, which is so often considered as of tnfling conscquence ;
he acted as in the presence of God.  He felt and expressed his
convictson, from the great, nay, the all powerful influence, which
God has given to babes and c{nldrcn, upon the hearts of men, of
the infimtc importance to the church of God of religious mstruct:on
being imparted to the young, and of drawmng the youthful mund
to mtereourse with God in prayer; and that should this mfluence,
by the formation of christian principles, be sanctified to the glor
of God, the power of infidelity would be conquered, a bulwark
rused agamst S mroads of prevailing depravity, and the peace of
God be brought 1, the hearts of the parents, and the homes of the
children.

A sincere and affectionate guide to the young, he shone no less
inhis intercourse with others more advanced m years.  Numbers
v-ho could estimate the value of a fatthful conductor, as on who
could lcad them in the way of bife, placed confidence m himn, and
sought dircction and advice from lim as thor spictual father.—
T'o these he was cver a true counscllor, and watched over thair
souls as onc who must give an account. He was often known to
repeat to the theological students the solemn truth, thatit s im.
possible for any onc to lead unother in the ways of nightcousness,
who has not himsclf trod 1 the sime paths; no one can teach
anothcer topray, to strve, to ficht the good fight of fuith, who has
not himself prayed, and wrested, and conquered.  Overberg dis.
charged the office of overseer to those who were committed to Ins
care, with paticnce and perseverance.  The universal esteemn
which was awakencd by his irreproachable hie and stmple man.
ncrs, the opportunity of uscfulness which hus perfect acquaintauce
with the human heart, and s own expenience in the dealings of
God with man afforded him, uwwakened m hus people the most un-
bounded confidence, and umparted a more than common weight
and interest to all he said. He was, in the truest sensc of the
word, a father to all lnsflock.  He watched and prayed for them,
fic loved them all.  {Ic used cvery means to secure them from
falling again nto the snares of the world, always holding hunself
sesponsible for their welfare.  As long as they appeared to con-
tinue in the narrow path, he withheld all unnecessary reproof, so
that he was cven charged by some with indifference. To these
he answered : * Do not fear; T shall soon perecive when warnmg
and reproof arc neceseary.”  And did the tune really comd when
their zceal seemed to abate, or their opinions and cuergics take a
wrong dircction, he spared neither advice nor reprehension, ¢l he
found them restored to the good old way. He knew the dangers
of the road, the numcrous paths wiich lead astray, the decentful-
ness of sclfdove, and the first symptloms of lukewarmaess,

The rich or the poor, the cinld or the mun, were to QOverberg of
~qual importance; for he saw only the unmortal sonl, purchuscd
by the blood of Christ, Somc of his more learned and fashiona.
ble friends have yeen often displeased, afler having waited 1n
anti.room for some time, heanng lum in carncst conversation wth
another zucst, at finding that it was only a poor country woman,;
or an old notorious begwar, who had so long engazed his attention.
He became all things to all inen, that he nught win all to Chnst ;
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Before the gate he vaw a man pass with an uncertain step, stand.
mg for a moment still, and then, after looking hastily round,
continue onward at a quck pace.  Overber  followed and over.
took laim, saluted i kindly, and beaan a conversation, to which
the stranger at first answered repulavely, but afterwards continued
with 8o much confidence, that he at last confessed he had heen n
s reprobate from his youth, and {ns despair was &0 tormenting, that
‘the had determined to commit smesde. * Wauld yon then be re.
‘leased from despair 7 usked Overberg.  The man started at tho
‘question,  Overberg eontinued to speak with him i the most con.
' sohing language, took lim home with lnm, prayed with him, and

:from thut day the man became a changed character.

He walked, 1f possible, every day; and chonsing the most un.
frequented road, 1t wasalways a period allotted {o self.examination
and prayer. He dimed and supped constantly with the students,
and dunmg these meals, conversed with great vivacity, but always
upon improving subjects, with the Rev, Melchers, Preben.
dary, and with the Vicar, Dr. Bullenhar. He was very abstemi.
ous, and never took wme but as a medicine.

In the pages immediately precedmg, we have spoken almost
cxclusively of the extemal operations of our much.esteemed Bern.
hard Overberg. Lcet us now cirect our attention to the internal
principle from whence this active usefulness arose.

Ihis whole life might be termed a walking i the fear of God.
From his heavenly Father he had implored the power reqnisito
to ive according to his will; for he rmarked,—* If the Lord
butld not the house, they tabour in van that build .  How can
we possess the power to carry good mtentions into cffect, since it
15 not even in our power to think of them at the proper time 7

When reading any thing which interested hin exceedingly, he
made a rule of laying 1t aside from time to time, to consider and
make himscif master of the subject, and also that his judgment
mght not be led away by his fechings.

It was with anrenmttmg perscveranee and great inward strug.
gles, that Overberg acquired the cheerful, happy, and affectionate
temper, for winch lie was charactenzed ; for by naturc his diepo
sition was disposed to melancholy and reserve.  In lus journal,
we often find him complaiming of th:s traut in his character, but
he sought to overcome i by faith and dependance on God 3 and
he wnites, Aurust 10, 1793,—*¢ 1 am convinced that it is not on's
our duty to guard agunst wjuning, disqumeting, or disturling thé
peace of others, by our discantented and morosc temper and man.
ners ; but also, as much as possible, by an appearance of happiness,
by kuindacss, and cheerfulness of mind, to excite the samo temper
in those around us; for 1 feel persuaded that we cannot recom.
mead the christran rehgion better, than by showing a peaceful,
satisficd and cquable checrfulness of spirits, so that by our happi-
ness others may be led to sce the genuine nature of our faith.—
God 1s the centre and source of bliss, and in this we must endea.
vour to reflect his image.  God rewardeth the cheerful giver—
: Rejoice at all times in the Lord, and again 1 my, rejoice; Who.
soever shall give a cup of cold water only n the name of a disci-
ple, he shall In no wise lose lus reward. May not a cheerful
countenance, a happy temper, often prove as refrerhing to our
incighbour as a cup of cold wuter to the thirsty 7 And will not
| then the cxpression of our hope and trust, by a uniformly happy
' demeanour, meet also with a reward?  Would not many rather
endure a Ingh degree of thirat, than sce the countenance of their
brother in Chr.st clothed in a veil of gloomy dissatisfaction 27

Having cndeavoured to give the rcader a slight sketch of the
Wfe, character and ruling principles of Bemhard Overberg, we
turn to view the close of his carthly course.

The last days of his life were rendered particolarly happy, b
the cstabhshinent of a scminary for the education of schoof:
masters, in Burcn.  Tlis excellent institution was opened in May
1825 ; but the Normal course of lectures were at the same time
to he continued for two ycars longer.  Speaking on this subject,
Overberg remarked to o friend; ** Now I can dic happy, for the
Burcn Seminary will take my place.” Once more, in 1826, ho

and the spirtnal aecessitas of the poosest cinld, were asamportant | went through the Normal lectures with his usual energr, but at
to lum as thosc of th> nchiest of fus flock, i the sane t'me prepared in various ways for his final digmiesal.

A fechng of confidence was awakenid on the first appearance . He arranged all his papers, made his will, and was often decply
and first conversation with this unas-uming nan. A short ancc. ' engaged in &'fexannation.  Among other of his friends, he sent
dote will erve to sigengthicn thus remark,  Ont cold, ramy, un.jfor lrs old fellow.student, Vicagp Bullenhar, and sid to him;
comfortable afternoon, he felt an unconquerable desire to walk oat. 1 My death is ncar, and I have several things to say to you.”



