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mo, if' rcvivals of religion, sncb as those la the
Apostolic age, an d the tinies of theReformation,
have been rare, it lias been because the servants
and people of' Christ hiave rarely exercised the
faith in I-im, and ivaited on -iini in prayer wvitii
the same earnestness and importuniLy as they
did at those perio(1s.

Now, be it so, that it is no uncortmon tlting
in our owvn day to find the iniistry or the gos-
pet apparently void of' al power :tr te hecarts
of' ton; titis is Vo ho lamnented, and lie more
soy that it is noV uncommion. Andi we arceos-
pecially calied to lamnent the wvant of' )ovcr in
the mninistry la our own church. Is it flot so ?
we appeal Vo our brothren in te iniistry and
eldership)-îhat, few are a'lded to te iis of
our communicants, cither f'romi the liniiies of'
those who are titemseIveý comnniunicants, or
from tite irrcligious neighiboritood witich it ntay
be, surrotincs us ? That sorte of' our chiltes
are at best stationary, as Vo t nutaber of titeir
memnbers, te balance against deatis and remno-
'vals beingr barely kept up by iiew settiers, and
those who htave beetian te for the first
tine ? litVite continuanco of suchi a, state of'
thittgs, wvhcre is tîte iprospect of' the word of
the Lord sotindincg out froin us into the adja-
cent regtions ? WThere te pover of' the truth
that is Io banisi profligacy, inifidelity, and su-
perstition from te land 1 Let no. those, Whto
look and longr for a revival of religion, be re-
garded as visionary and %vild entitusiasts.-
'ihe.y, in roligious inters are erniniently fools,
wvbo suppose that nominal and dead christianity
is Vo bc a m-atchi for te active wicliedttess of
tite humian licart.--tlint religion noV aitnatcdl

* ly the Spirit of God, is Vo counteract and sub-
due tite vicionis propensities of' mon, stintiulated
as they are, by tue countiess incentives iwhichi
arc, fondi in oui falien Nvorld, and by Satan the
God of' titis world. We ivould say thon thaV
our churches must experience a revival of te
powver of religion, if wve would see then la a
state of heab.h and vigor, and spreading theni-
selves over te land.

II. Thte tuant of a spir-it of prayer in our
cliturcltcs proves theý need of a revival. in ti:ent.
Prayer bias a twvofold relation to true religion;
and that of the niost inimate und important
k-ind. The ftrst, as iV is a necessary aneans Vo-
wvards te production, and tite mnaintenance of'
religion in te sont; and te second, as it is
a naturat and proper expression of religion,
witere it is lively and vigrorous. We inust asli,
in order to reccive, and liaving received, WC
will go Vo God, to thank and praise Mtin for luis
ýnercy. Yca,: and Vo asic for more Vo our5elves,

and Io esi also for otlters; and, frot our v'ory
deliglit la God, and love Io itim, Vo asc Pîso l'or
te mianifestation of' his grl9ry titro'gltotVit te

uî'tiverse. Prayer is titus au essenlial exocrcise
of te citristian lifo. Tite sont titat is a stratt-
grer Vo il, is also a stranger Vo God: a-ad te
cîturcit or cotnnititnity, in wviici few are fouttd,
wito deligltt la prayot', lias littie, truc religyion in
it. Now, do wve siander te churcli, wliett wve
say titat titere is a great want o* te spirit of
prayer iu our cottgregnViots ? WTouid Vo God
titat tlhere wvere fiaots to wvarrant a tttore favor-
able conclusion. Butt is it flot so, that te.e
are lteads of' famiilles atïtongsV us nurmbered
witt the people of' God, %vito vet do noV stated-
ly pray witit tlieir fiunilies at aill ? And, of'these,
whlo do bow tito lznee iviVh litett, lhov ntany
are there wh'o pray only in te letter, and seexn
litterly void of' te dCcp co,.ncern for spiritual
and iteaveniy blessings whici fends Vo imaportu-
ttity and perseverance tn prayer; atnd of te
love to God and joy itn ltitviic dispose tite
cîtristian Vo rejoice in the of't retnr-nitig occa-
sions for prayer atnd Vhe iidred exercises or
devotton! Our eiders ou(glit t Vo ho eminertly
tati of' prayor, and sncb ive trust, sotne of theta
are: yet ive lcar Vina ntany of' thorn grive no
distinct evidence, of' beiug( spirituial mnr, and
rarely if' ever attend at thce bcdside of dite siclc
attd the dyittg, Vo counsel fient and pray with
tltem, or presidie in the ptivaie assetablies of
their christian tteiglibors l'or supplication and
itntercession. Bhtt, ive tnay Weil anticipate te
rep)roof-" Thion art inexcusable, 0 nian who-
soever thon art tat jiudg)est." Yes, ive would
be ingeCnuotis and tch-nowledgec itat ive, wto,
are set apart Vo thintinistry of te word and
prayer, htave but poorly exhibited ourselves as
met i 0f prayer. Alas! tat very condition utf
our people wvhici iittplies Vue necd of' a revival
of' religion, is in soine respects a proof of a
wan t of fidelity on our part. Tbev are to soniL,
extent at Ieast wvit WC bave cna:e tbem.-
Were wve more frequeatîy ln our closets wrest-
ling %viVh God,-%%,ere car saudies, our visita-
tions, oùr wvlole tninistry pecrvaded witi te
sp)irit of p)raver-Ioni undoubtediv, %w.e wonild
htave hiait lcss recason for lantenting te wanV of'
a praying spirit atnongrst octr eiders and people.

But WvC wouid noV omnit Vo notice one prottti-
nont indication of' te wvatt of such a spirit la
ottr congregrations, and tat is te itnf'rcquency
of prayer meetings. \Ve are aware titat titese
mecetings are kicpt uip in somte congregations-
but ive believe tuat la very fewv are they so w'ell
sustained and attended on as teir importance
requires; and, Vhat la mcuwy, they are ttot en-t


