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accordingly in the wrnitings of the apostivs, we lnd
the church fully inforined on this punt. A\ bishop
isone who is %a pattern of good woras, in duc-
trine shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity,
sound speech that cannot be condemnold.” . «Ife
teaches wholesome worde, even the words of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and the doctrine which is ac-
cording to godlinces.’® DBut sccondly, it is defce-
tive, because in enjoining upon the people an im.
plicit obedience to their bishops, he is not care-
ful enough to specify the matter of their obedi-
ence. Ie does not always say, obey them ¢ for
their works’ zake,” or ¢ because of the faith that is
in them,” which is truly the ground of the church's
obedicnce to her spiritual rulers, as the apostles
testify. “Remember them which have the rule
over you, who have spoken unto you the word of
God, whose faith follow, considcring the end of
their conversation, Jesus Christ the same yesterday
und to-day and forever.”t In this way the church is
sccured against the adversary ; the wolves are dis-
tinguished though they come in sheep’s clothing,
while the matter of obedicnce is defined.  And as
Iguatius is defective 1o both these respects, he is
in so far an unsafe guule ; and were there no oth-
er the church would be more exposed to the hy-
pocrisy of designing men,
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Dr. Andrew Thomson was born at Sanquhay, in
Dumfries-shire, on the 11th of July, 1779.  Ihs father
was the late Dr. John T'homson, onc of the ministers
of Edinburgh ; at the time of his sow’s bisth, minister
of Sanquhar, and, subgéquently, of Markinch in Ife.
The subject of this Mcmoir, without aflording any
striking proof of prematurc schularship, from which
an augury of his future fame might have been drawn,
was remarkable from his earliest years for intclligence
and vivacity, and especially for that free, manly, open-
hearted character, which, i aficr lfe, gave him so
strong a hold on the affections of all who intimatcly
knew him, It is difficult to say at what precisg period
his thoughts first turned scriously to the ministry: but
he had not been many years at college before he exhil-
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Early in 1802 he was liccnsed to preach the gos.
pdl, by the presbytery of Kelso; and on the 1th of
March o' the same year, hie was ordained minister of
ths parish of Sprouston, within the bounds of the
presbytery from which he had reccived licence, Shost-
ly after his scttlement ut Sprouston, he married Miss
Camichael, by whom he had ten children, seven of
whom are still alive. The result of this union was
all the happiness which the marriage relation can of:
ford ; intcrrupted only to the afflicted survivor, by the
mclancholy cvent which has deprived her and he
family of the society of one, who, if passible, was
still more attractive and delightful in the family circl.
than he was commanding and distinguished in the
public walks of professional and active Jife.

During his ministry at Sprouston, Dr. Thomsan
displayed the same vigor, carnestuess, and fidelity, by
which his labors, in more extensive splicres, were sub-
seqihtly Cianacterized.  His interest in the external
afl' s of the clurch, was manifisted by the share he
buigueto tuke fu the Lusiness of the ccclesiastical
cuuris of wlicl Le was a mender, while of bLis anx-
ity to promote the high r interests of religion, n sat
isfactory cvidence exists in the catcehism on the
Lord’s Supper, which he published for the benefit of
the young among his parishioncrs; and which we
have reason to know, has proved eminently useful 1
many besides those for whose use it was originally de.
signed.

In the year 1303, Dr, Thomson wasremoved to the
East Church, Perth,  TIlere, in conjunction with his
brother, and others of his friends, ministers of Perth
and its neighbourhood, Le lived happily, and laborad
surcessfully, till the spring of 1810, when he received
ayresentation from the magistrates and council of Bd-
inburgh, to the New Greyfriars church in that city.
In this situation, better adapted to his talents, and' to
the active chardcter of his mind than ecither of the
preceding, he entered on a course’ of ministerial ser-
vice, which proved in no ordinary degree acceptable
and useful.  Many who have since distinguished
themselves for Cliristian worth and attainments, owed
ticir first religious impressions to his discourses in the
New Greyfriars.  To the young, especially, and the
students attending the university, his ministry was at
this period peculiarly attractive.

A few months afier his admission into Edinburgh,
Dr. Thomson, with the assistance of scveral of his
clerical brethren, in the church and in the sccession,
commenced the publication of the Christian Instructor,
a work that, in sjitc of the disfavor with which, in
certain quarters, it has been regaded, and a want of
the sp post Which it justly merited from the friends
beth of rellzlun and of the cstablishment, has been




