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1t is not, I believe, an uncommon idea, even among those who
Thave in some degice interested themseles in observing  the
movements and h.\lnts of owr diffrent bivds, that when once the
frosts and snows of winter have fairly sct in, our woods me
alinost completely deserted by their feathered denizens.

It would probitbly, therefore, be a matter of s surprise to many
to learn that there me at least twenty ditlerent species of laud
“birds, which temain with us throush tie whole of our long win-
tery-braving the severest cold, and app: arently finding abundant
prov ixion for the supply of their various wants.

Trshiall endeavori in this paper to give a few brief, though I
fear very imperfect, notices of some of these ditferent speeies, as
they have fallen under my own ob-ervation at vavious times
during the cotuse of my rambles about the woods and fields in
the immedi: ite nuwhbomhool of Toronto.  Some of the birds 1
shall mention are winter visitors only; others again remain with
us thronghout the whole year

To bc«'m with the birds of prey; the first I shall notice: the
Bald-headed Yagle, although very rare, kas been seen in
this xu.urhbou:hood On the shores of the Lake, wear the
Sc.ubonouﬂ'h Heigghts, and about. the Humber Bay, a solitary bird
may still’ OLc.Non.dl\ be met with, 1 saw one about three weeks
ago, for the first time for nany yeass flving down the valley of
the Don towards A\hbnclu‘ca B s its w hite lll..l(l,.llld the Lioad
white patch neav the tail, as well as its great size render it easily
dlsllll"lllall.lblu,.lll(l even at some little distance it may readily be
rcco'rnmd by its jeculiar flight, which, when ll\lll" for a
particular poing, is vemarkably diveet; never cire ding or sailing,
but supported by long continuous equal strokes ot the wings,
without intermission, as long as the bind is in sight,

Of the owls, the kuge white or snowy Owl. (Stiyx Nyetea) is
‘one of the moxt beantiful of our mpacivus birds, Nothing can
exceed the exquisite softness and  beauty of its thick warm
plimnage, which enables it to biid definnce to the severest cold.
Its colour varies slightly acearding 1o the age of the bind, but
when full grown it is a tich cleamy white, the olges of the
feathers of the head and back tipped with ereseenteshiaped spots
of brown, and the wings and tail baned with the samne colonr.
This owl pursies its l"“‘ dming the day as well as at du~1\, and
its flight is extremely mpid and noiseless, <1t is not over nice in
its choice of food; » pmrd\, rats, mice, small bivds, and fish, all
seem equally welconi.

The great howned Owl (Stryx Virginiana,) is now, T believe,
rarely found here. 1 once shota very fine specinien in the shyab-
bery. close to my own house—an unusual plaee to meet with one,
as it is in general a solitury bird, preferring sorre thick wood on
the edge of a clearing, from which it sallies forth in the fine
moonllwhtmwhta inscarch of its prey.  Their phunage is very
h’mdaome, thie prevailing colour being a rich reddish brown,
batred aud mottled with brownish biack and reddish yellow.
The horns are broad, and three inches in lenath, formed of twelve
or fourteen small feathers, with bk webs and edged with
brownish yellow.

The barred or grey Owl, (Stryx Nebulow) is avery common
visitor to our woods dnnnw the winter. 1t is generally found in
pairs; it is a smaller bird than the horned owl, and its plumage,
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thongh very soft and warm, is much inferior in richness and
beanty, Small binds and mice are its favourite foud, but at stray
chicken or young pigeon doss ot come amiss to him, 1t is the
funniest ll()\\lblb thing, to watch the geticulations of ore of
these birds, when approaching them in day light. 1t bendsits w hole
Loy for \\.ud, pulling up the lateral featbers of the Led so asto
torm a soit of rutl; moving its head at the sune thue rapidly to
and fro, and eyeing the intrudder in the most grofesque naumer.

The Lttle homul owl §x till found in this neighbowrhood. It
is an inoffensive little creature, gwenerally keeping itselt very quiet
till towaeds evening, tov should it be (.lll"ht abirowd (lunuvr the
day by other birds, they never fil to express their dilike and
.nm;mlh\ in a very decided manner. .\ few weeks ueo, while
giving diveetions to some work peole at my own phw my
Atention was attricted by the Jowd sereaming .uul chattering of
a party of Llue-jays, colleeted in some low pine bushes “few

yirds from where I was standing.  On woing up (o tiwe ~pot to
ascettain the cause of the uproar, the jus tlew off; and seeing
neither hawk or cat, 1 returned agin tomy men. 1 hal hundly
done so before the ;:I.\'S were wdl lmck, and the sercamivg was
renewed with ten-fulld vigour,  Determined to ~ce what the mat-
ter wits this thne, 1 pushed my way tnongh the bushes, and
atter looking earefully, but without suceess, in every dircetion for
the cause of the disturbauee, wis on the point of giving it up in
despair, when  turning rottnd sudde uly, I almost brushed up
against 2 beautitul little-horned onl, sitting bolt upright on
stall braneh elose to the stem of & pine bush, s cving me with
the most impertinbable garnity.  This litle fellow hardly
measured ten inches; his plumage was exceedingly soft and
beautiful, barred altetnately with wavy lines of a rich brown,
arey and black.

Of the hawk tribe, the must common is the Pigeon Hawk;
(Falco Colmmnbarius) oue or snove solitary individuals hang abaut
our woods and ficlds in the nu-rhbomhnod of the town all w inter;
and very fat and plunp they Lecomse, iking sad havoe amongst
the flocks of red- -polls and sisking, and every now and then p.u-
ing an unweleome visit to the nemest dove-cot. Lhe colour of
the adult male is generally a light Fheebsh wrey, cach feather
marked with 2 bk central lmo the lower puts reddish white,
the breast and belty yeHowish white niuked with large oblong
brown spots,

Among the birds of proy may properly be elassed the great
Amulc:m Shrike, (Lawius Bore: his) for 2 bolder or more rapa-
cions bird for its size does not exist. Many vears ago I was
foriuste enough to procure & very fine specimens | then lost
sight of the bird for several e, “andd abmost dupmul of meet-
ing with it agmin, when, one fine winter’s moming, & very large
one dushed llmm-'h a pane of ghis at o pet goldtineh, whoze
enge happened to stand close 0 the window, it one of the rcoms
ats wy own house,  Deing 2 latle stunned mxh the ~hock, and
his wings slightly inured’ by the Lroken glasy 1 secured bim
without much dificuity. Mo was a remmkably fine bird,
measuring mther more than ten inches, and nearly fifteen inchies
across the wings,  The upper put of the head and body wus a
clear blueish grey, the sides of the head nemly white, crossed
with a1 bar of hll“', passing from the nostul tlmou'Vh the eve to
the middie of the neck ; the belly nesuly white, mamked with narrow
wavy dark lines; wings black, with n white bar; the two centre
feathers of the tail all bk ack; the 1¢st Ulack edged withwhite,

The next birds I sl all notice are the days: of these we havo
two kinds; one remaining with us all the year round, the other
ouly a winter bird, The Caunla Jay, (Gaurulus C.umdeuq\) or
Whiskev-dack, as he is ealled in the northewest, is never met with
hiere exeepd in the depth of winter; and, even then, it must be
very severe weather that drives these birds as far south as this.

They appeared in great numbers in the winters of 1839 and
'10, ﬂung about the woods and fields in flocks of fifteen or



