
( M )3

eûùrrepft Topies.

WflIO'lýL GET TIIE '* WISI"Y? TUE EASTERN QUESTION WILL

EVENTUALLY COME TO TIUS.--Thie Journal Y CI2.cag qv.

TiiE WVORLD ANI) TUIE CîiURCa.

The greatest pontl to the Ohurch of the
future, we appreliend, is flot frorn Inti-
deiity, or Free Tlîoughlt, as in the eight-
eenth century, nor fromi opposition and
persecution, as in thc first three centuries,
and at sundry timies since, but from con-
formity te the world and a consequent
lowering of hcir spiritual life. The Eni-
peror Constantine wvas really a greater
.njimy to Chnistianity than the persecut-
ing, monster whomn lie overthrew. Under
tea persecutions the early Ohurcli, like
the Israelites in Boypt, the mnore it wvas
oppressed, the more it mnuttiplied and
grew. IBut raised to the purple and
throned iii power, it lost its primitive
purity and sank, at times, to a depth of
corruption but little better than tle pagan-
isin whiclî it suipianted. C

Frorn one danger, indeed. the Churcli
of the future ivill be free. it will not be
a State Ohurcli, norw~ill it exercise politi-
cal Power. Even that Churcli whichi for
long,- centuries dominated Oliristeudoni,
and placed lier foot upon the neck of
kings, lias now rio more politicuil power
in lier ancient scat of empire than the
weakest of scts. Outside of the walls

of the Vatican its autlîority is defied, and
wvhen an attenipt iras made to gain~ poli-
tical influence froin the iitidniglit burial
of Pope Pius 1.*>, the remains of the
last temiporal sovereign of a mnighty Unme
of Pontiffs narrowly escaped being Iîurted
-a sacrifice to the popular liatred-into,
the Tiber. " A froc Chuicli in a free
State, the droam and aspiran o
Cavour, is now a fixed fact in Italy.

But we are tliinking, rather of the peril
of evangelical Churches, and espeeially
of Methodism, in Engliih-speaking lands.
The day of the early probation of Meth-
odism. when, winilowcd by the fan of per-
secution, the false and fickie fe]l off; the
tried and truc atone remained, lias passcd
away. No Chiurcli in Christendomn ex-
hibits sucli a developrnent froin a dospised
and persecutcd sect, everywliere spoken
against, to a world-wide organization of
whicli MI meni speak well. Metliodisrn
is no longer the Church chiefly of the
poor, but alse very ]argely of the ricli.
XVitty novetists cati no longer describe its
services as conflncd to littie Bethels and
Ebexiezers in narrow lanes. I t b as,
especiatly ini the New WVorld, its stately
and magnificent churches, the peers of


