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THE FPIPHANY.—TWFLYTR Kionut.
{Frim - Corversations un the Prager Dk ]

¢ Why 18 the Feast of the Epiphany calied Twelfth
Day, Eustace ¥ Will ¢ asked Ins cousin

“ Caunot you guess ¥ Count and see: it is juat
twelve days alter the Natnity; and i the reigo of
King Allred, s law was passed, by virtue of which
tho twelve da)s after that day was mado festival,
and then, naturally, the last ¢f all was most solewn.
y or mernly kept, and so arese cur holiday, ‘Twelfth
Day.

% But why do wadraw King and Queen then 2
Willia acked.

 Tho custom is derived from the Magi, who were
wise men, or, according 1o tradition, three Lastern
kinge, who came to offor gufis to cur Baviour on the
Epwhany. Tralition has given an individuahty to

£ es; and in moit old pictures representing
their adoranoi, ' 1 infant Saviour, wo find one an
old man, with a long beard, offering gold, and called
Melchior ;  very young man carrying frankincense,and
known as Jasper; winle tho third is Baltbasar, & Moors
whose gift is myreh, It was in memory of thess royal
Gentiles that the "Dwelteh Nigbt King was fivst chiosea
and I suppose bis Queen is icrely an imaginary
addition.

1 like to kear these old customs so much 1” Willis
exchimed. * Can you not tell me any more, Eustacet”

¢ There was an old custom observed in Devonshire
formerly, but I dare say now it is abolished. Oa the
eve of Epiphany, the fariwer and Lis men used to go to
tho orchard, and ateach t heir best trees drivk a
Lealth in cider, three times, with these rhymes:

Here's to thee, old applo tree,
Whenee thou may’st bud, and whenes thou ray'st Llow!
Aud whence thod may st bear apples enow !

Hats full ! caps full !

Bushel, Lushel, sacks full !

And my pockets full, too} Huzza!
Something of the same sort was done in Herefordsbire
and called Wasmailiog. Twelve small fires, and one
arge one, in bonor of Christ and the twelve Apostles
wers lizhted on the highest ground ameag the farmer's
wheat fields, and then the farmer and bis men pledged
one anothet in cider, round the fires, going home to &
merry supper; afier which one ceremony was to bang
a cake, mado with a Lole in tho middle, on the horn
of the best ox ; then Lie ‘w35 made to toss his head and
if the cake was thrown io front, it was the mistress's
perquisite—if bebind, then the bailiff claimed it.”

« What fun 1" Willie exclaimed,

¢ Yes, but Wilho dear, we must not forget the
real solemoity of ths day itulf, while wo dwell on
the quaint, merry amuiaments which Lave ansen in
commemoration of it. Let us ivolk at the Sarvives for
the day.”

% The Athanasian Creed is to b2 said, I remember,”
Willie answered, “ and theie are proper Lessone, Let
me see. The first for the mozning is Iaiab, sixtieth
c bapter.”

# Whichis full of proptecy of the *brizht shining
Light of the word,’ a« its £ret words tlow: * Asiac,
phine, for thy Light is come, and the glory of the Lerd
is nsen upon thee! And then the Lpiphany, or Ray-
ifestation, and the adoration of the 2agi i3 foretold .
o Tha Gentiles shall come to Thy L-plt, and kingzs to
the brightness of thy rising.’ The first Evening Les
sor, also from Isaiab, foretells the sam> thing: * 1 will
alsogive Thee for a Light to the Geatiles, that Thou
mayestbe My Salvation unto the esd of the errth.
Thus saith tho Lord, tie Belesm -r of Iasel, and 1lis
Holg Oae, to Him Whom zcn despizsth, to Him
YWhom the natisns abborneth, to & Scrvan. of ralers,
kiogs shall seo and arise, princes also chall wor-hips
Aud again : ¢ Kings shall be Thy auming Gthens
ghey shall bow down to Thee with their facc toward

the oartb, and lick up the dustof Thy feat.”

4 The second Morning Lessondces zot tell anytking
about the Magi,’ Willia obiorved,

“No: it tells of John Beptit znrouncing the Star
that was soon to shine ; and ia the evemng He ix found
maunifesting Himeelt by 2 miracle, changing the water
ioto wine. The Epistle is taken from St Paul, who,
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you know, was specially the Apostle of the Gentilos, to ]

whom grare was piven that be ¢should preach among
the Gentiles the unscarchable riches of Chiiat,’ and wko
sonveys the glad tidings that ¢ the Gentiles shonld be
{ellow-heirs, snd of tho same body, and partakers of
God's promiee in Chirist by the Gospel’  You know,
Willie, te are all Gentiles”

4TWp Gentiles I* Willie exclsimed in aaonishment,

G Yes, indeed § all who were not Jews were Gen-

4 Amen”

tiles; and therefore the Epiphany voncerns us as !
mueh as it did these Magian kings 3 for wo 100 were

without the covenant given tothe ehildren of JIstael”
%1 Lad never thought of hat,” Willie answored

thaughitiuliy.

“In the Gospel you bave the account of how the
star in the East appeared to tho wiss men, and they.
following it until it stood over the manger where the
Inlaut Saviour lay, camo to im and worshipped Him,
offering glte, gold, trankincense, and myerh.  Ilorad
had bidden them to return, and tell him when they
bad found Christ, pretending that be, too, would come
and worship Him, weaning to kell Him really. But
Golfotbade the wise men, in a dream, to return to
Herad, and they went home by a difforent way. Now,
\Viliis, just read the Collect tnr the Epiphany, aud see
how it cinbodies the epirit of allthese different passa- |
gesof Seripture,”

Willio read : # O Gop, who by the leading of a
star dudst manitest thy only Begotten Son to the Gene
tiles, mercifolly graut that we, who know Thee now
by faith, may after thus iife Lave the frumtion cf Thy
Glorious Godlicad, through Jusus Christ our Lurd,

« S0 ends the festivals included in Christmas-tide,
Willie, and we must with the old song
¢ Bid Christmax sport gooil night,

And next morrow viery one
‘I'o his ownoevocatton,””
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‘The confirmation of the new Bishop of London took
place on Thursday, Nov. 20. The Bishop, having
accepted the election made by the Dean and Chap-
ter of St. Paul’s, signed the schedule presented to
bin, and then, accompanied by the Vicar-General
and the other officials, proceeded to Bow Church,
where tho usual ceremony of confirmation was gone
through. The usual challengo to objectors to come
forward being made by the Appantor, and not re.
ceiving any reply, Dr. Tait took tbe customary
oaths of allegiance, supremacy, and canonical obe-
dience, and against simony, all of which were impres-
sively pronounced by lis lovdship, kneeling. The
Vicar-General ther read and signed tho sentence of
confirmation, with which the ceremony concluded.

On Sunday the Pishop clect was consecrated, to-
gether with the Rev. llenry Cotterill, Bishop-desig-
nate of Grabamstown, at the Chapel Royal, Whitchall®
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, assisted by the
Bistops of Cbichester, Lincoln, and Carlisle. The
Biskops of Jamaica and Rupert’s Land were also
presont.  Drs. Tait and Cotteriil were presentd to
the Archbubop for consecration, by the Bishops cf
Clichester and Linceln.  Fbere was full catbedral
gervice, and a largs proportion of the congregation
remained (o partake of the Holy Communion with
the mglt rev. prelates. Tue sermon was preached by
the Rev. G. E. Lynch Catton, masterof Marlborough

cheol, and formerly ass'stant-master at Ruaby when
De. Tait was head —arter. ‘Iuo text was taken from
3 dobn, chap. xvit v. 20, 21 5 and the cLief subject
10 the discourse wos the present want of unity in the
Church, “becaute any regrets for the loss of a wiler
anity would now, at lcaw, bu unprofitable” A« in
watters of thought and apeculation, or in polltics, men
wight Le generally ranged into two patties, ha procee-
ded to urge—

“Itis no lzss troa that, in theolozy, Cliistians bave
beon ranged frem the frst, szainly under two divis.
1wns—those wha incline toz system of authority, d.s-
cipling end cubo-dination, sud, therefors to a WO,

i wko, in @ free> spirit, prefer a simple sutward vorvics

{ side by ide, eacs moditying and correcting the other.

ship wcre or less foimal and ceremonial; and those

—a rcligion :mote perconal, independznt, and unies-
tered. In ~ I athy etate of thiogs these slali exiat

Wo sce traces cf both iu the Now Tstmunent, and of
St. Paul preazhea above all things the paramount
necessity ¢f a personal i h, the eanclity of indieidual
consciency, axd ths epiritual comanion of c.ch scul
with God, it I+ evident that e does not usgieas
to iuscleate order and discipline, and strongly enjuing
us to bu tolerant towards those whose view ol: outward
obtservances differs from our own.*  After remarking
in eflect that thore was no alteraative belwsco sub,
wission to Papal authority and mutaal tolersticn o
noreessentialy, the preacher continued, % The trzces of
compromise atd a desire of comprebension are visiply
ic the foundation, the constitution, and thy scrvices of
our Church  While we praisa God in the palos

which Ambrose and Augustjn chanted in the Basiljca

| breakagze of the nipple of the gun,
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of Milan, and can trace our prayers and liturgies
the great Popes— Gregory awl Lio, we yet can refer
othor purte ol our ervice ta the influence not only of
Eopih bug ever 1 toreign Protestants. Yet, in spite
of thero undeniatde facte, onr present practice bears
feve sigzus ol tole atin and (orbearance, The bartne
ntous netion of the Church—its warfars against wick.
cdness and unbeli f—1e interrupled by unseomly dir
putes on fortas and decorations, and doctrinal subtls-
ties and doubrful points of dieputation are recklessly
mested aud ade mronely contested. No doubs it s
#a d that this is but a sign of the earnest activity to
wln h God in His merey, lias roused the Church from
thy torpor of the lat century 3 and that, because men
care mory for faith and duty, tharefore they aro so
much at variance amomygst thewmselves.  But must wo
thay a=gquieece 1 the cenclusion that Chris'ian carnest.
ueatness is ncompatible with Christian cliarity—that
our Lord's prayer for bis followers can never be ae.
comphshed—that their vnity is a fantastic dream p
It is meluncholy and di:heartening o, in curing one
evil, wo must rush into ats oppesite, and can nevey
combina tolerant forbearance with true piety and en®
thusiastic devotion”  Aftor stating there were many
points of duetrino and ritual ubservauce on which a
divergence wialit woll bo tolarated, the rev. gentieman
procecded—* While we thaok Ged fur every new
symptom of increased activity, we cannct but Jamont
that less intercst and excitement is shown in the
struggle aguinst positive wickedness than in tome
dssputd sbouta cross, a vestment, or a ceremony § ansd
such regret is most consistent with the principles of
a Churcl which numbers amongst its mini-ters on the
one hand, Androwes, and Herbert, aud Law, and
Wilsun ; on the otber, Latimer, and Leighton, and
Newton, and Cecil; while by the side of Loth are
ranged men eminent in speculation and philosophy~
Hocker, and Cudworth, and Beikeley, and Butler,
Itis no fault in its constitution, but rather its great
glory, that Ken found in it so much apostolical ordor,
and that ho only leftiv atlast with hesitation and ye-
fuetance from a political, not an ccclesiastical, scruple »
that Wesley so far acknowledged itsevangelical trutl;
that ke nevor deserted its commusion though be strug-
gled against its discipline; that on the revival of jts
life and energy in these latter duys it has still asser.
ted its old cbaracter, still winning toa living faith in
Christ men of diverse habis, and tastex, and foclings,
and reckoning among those who bave lived and disg
in its service, Heber, and Simeon, and Heury Mantin,
and Aruold, and Hare.”

Having bricfly applied his argument to the diocess
of Grabamstown, the preacker drew a fearfol picturo

of the responsibilities connected with tho diocess of
London.
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A nuamber ot officicl General Ovders published from
the Torse Guards during the la<t” tew days, indicates
that the whole eystem of our army organisation is
undergaing an overhaul under the eve «f its new
Comnanderin-Chiel. The alterations as yet made
are chirfly uscful minutice ; but other more fundamen-
tal changes are said to be in prosress, awongst thesa
being a plan for the establishmint of a schoul of etaff
officers, and the distribontion of at:fT appoiutments by
merit.  Wath this view it bis Leon propescd that be-
fore any offier is zppeinted tv the siafl’ he shall un.
dergo a praper courss of anstru tion, under officers of
great expurience, in tae seversl cutes Lo will be
called upon to perioros. In order that nene but really
eficient cflicers may be eelected for the appaintments
it i* sugzested that the meneral « fEcers at cach of llxe’
balf yearly inspections be dirscted to call u,on the
comuanding cofficers of regiments to Lring forward
the name of any officer under his command who may
have given proofs of superisrity in bi profission over
the other offizers in the regiment.  Should the Gens-
ral commanding-in<chie! Jeem the offizer, (after &
preliminary examioation) so brouaht forward to his
notice,a fit candidate for o a:2ff appointment, his aam,
will ba placed on the Yst, and, zs vacancies occur, th:
senior officer on the List will undergo a conrss ol" in-
struction, at the public expense, to qualily bim for
the staff. The establishuens for instruction i prope-
#¢d to be limitad to about fi'ty officers, and every faci-
lity will be given to the candidates for acquiripg a
perfst knowledze of their dutier, withon; any ex-
pense 0 themselves. A properly qualfied geperal
oﬂi::er of great experisnce would be appointed to ex-
amioe the whole of she officers in the cstablishmeony
periodically, wken the most efficient cfficer would ke
slected, and appointed t5 the first vacant staf? s
polnl'mex{r. Ono of the orders issued prescribes the
use, in rifle exercise, of a now *znap cap,’ to yrevent

at the zamo tigg,



