102 THE MARITIME

Kunsas was the first state of the Aweri-
ean Union  that adupted constitutional
prohibition,  In the general election of
1880 the following amendmont to the con-
stitution was adopted :

*The manufacture and salo of intoxi-
cating liquors shall be forever prohibited
in this State, except for medical, scientifie,
and mechanical purposes.”

The results have heen smmmed up as
follows: (1.) The traflic is outlawed and
eriminal, aud men of any churacter have
goue out of it.  (2.) The open giloons
liwve been almost entively closed.  (3.)
There has been an immense reduction in
the sale and use of liquor.
has been a ereat decvense of disorder and
crime.
great progperity. Many who were opposed
fo it, have scen its geod effects in helping

all business and now favor it as the best :
(6.) "The traflic hag lost its politi- :

policy.
eal power,  (7.) "The law has been i great
eductor.  There is an inereasing con-
tempt for the traflic.

Thuey say ** Wedo not claim the abso-
lute destraction of the traflic, but in view
of the training of the people for centuries

ag to the drink habit and the power of ;

avavice as well as appetite, the progress
we have made is marvellons, and we be-

lieve we are in the path that leads to vie-

tory over this enemy of the race.

Giov. John A, Martin of Kansas, a man
of high character, was originally opposed
to prehibition,  In his late message he
says:

*“The public sentiment of Kansas is

(4.) 'There -

(5.) There has heer genenl and

PRESBYTERIAN,

There is_not a truthful nun in the State
who will not frankly acknowledge this
fact, no matter what his opinions touching
thoe policy of prohibition may have been,
What is_good for Kansus is good for
j Canadin, The liquor tratlic as a burden to
our country and & carse to our people.
An argunent that has been used against
{ Probibition is that it is an uufair hfterfer-
cence with the vights of a free citizen to
attempt to regulate by law what he shall
eat or drvink. ~ All law is for the good of
the subject wud it is a strange doctrine
that the people of any community have
not the right to protect themselves and
i their families by statute ngainst. any evil.

A favorite avgument with many goud
temperance people is that the country is
not ripe for Prohibition, It needs to be
educated up to it. Fo the first statement
it maty- be replial that temperance people
are ripe and veady for it el those who
drink liquor and sell it will neverbe. The
guestion, thevefore. comes to be the sin-
cple, practical one of whether there are
enough temperanee people in the country
Ho eacry it.  With regard to edueatiug the
“eountry up ta it there is no public educa-
; 1ti\'u influcnce so powerful as a Prohibitory
HALN

| We speak of Christinn and heathen un-
ftions but if judged by their froits the
! terms are sometimes misapplicd,  For ex-

ample, two or three years ago numbers of
! Chinese in the Western States, were
{ mobbed, robbed, and driven from the
country. A few months since two Awmenri-

overwhelmingly against the liquor traflic. | ean missionarics were mobbed.and vobbed,
Thousands of men who a few years ago ! and driven from where they liad been lub-
opposed prohibition, or doubted whether | oring in China.  The Chinese Government
it, was the best method of dealing with the | was ot long in paying libemlly for the
liquor traftic, have seen and fravkly ac- | damage done, and giving liberty to the

knowledged its beneficient results and its
practical success. The temptations with
which the open saloon allured the youth
of the land to disgrace and destruction;
the appstitz for liquor, bred and nurtured
within its walls by the treating custom;
the vice, crime, poverty, suffering and
sorrow of which it is always the fruitful
source—all these evil results,of the open
saloun have been abolished in nearly every
town and city of Kansns. There is not
an observing man in the State who does
not know that & areat reform has been ac-
complished in Kunsas by prohibition.

missionaries to return to their field. Not

until after this was done did the American
I Government decide to pay damages to the
i injured Chinese. While this is true, the
wonder is, on the other hand, how steadily
and well the neighboring republic pursues
| its unward and upward way, when we con-

sider the envrmous amout of evil she has
. to reccive and assimilate in the immigra-
tion from the old world,

We complain that our life is short, and
yet we throw away much of it, and are
weary of many of its parts.




