
TME MARITIME PRESBYTERTAN.

N01' ANOTIIER CENZT. second, the disastrous Iloods (if Auigust last,
-- -wlwu for over tont days rain foll wvth ant ai.

A iechanie about thirty years of age, inost tnubrokoît continuity. 'rite droughit
haviuîg, a wvîfo and four chldren, %vas wvont rcndercdl the wheat crops ain utter failuire;
to stop into a Iersooiclose by twvice a in înost coasos îîoattemipt wasuiiadoeto harvest
dlay ni p:ty live cents ench for two glitsses it, and the millet and other cereals would
of beer. F-îr mnaiv niontîts lie did tsnis, have yielaed at the best only half ai crop.
intieor the imnproîsin thatt it vaq rather 'Iha3 ]ong-conr itine'l rainis lloodod the rivors
neeesFary f )r a liard workîungmnan. But one and usumutain streamas to tin altîîgetlier un-
(lIy, while toiling at his h-nch, a new and procedentcd extenit-thef swollen torrents
botter idea took posse-,sion of hie mmnd. swei~ovor the level latids, and sultnerg-

1 titi lioeh said within himnself :ing, lu gi-eat pdrt at least, the whviole of
mny fainily noodit cvery cent I carn ; it is Soutiiern Ntatteiuria froin Moukden to the

growing mnoie oxpensive overy year ; soon I sen. TIhe country washied by the three
sîmail Avat to educaito niy childr-en. Toit larges( rivers in Central Pengtien, suflered
cents a day for beer !Ltct me sce-that is overwheleninig destruction, almnost every
sixty c'-nts a werli, evem i f I drink no beer tbwn and village being denxolished-all in
on Siiiildy. Sixty cents a week !That is part, most of thein eintre, so far as their
tbirty-one dollars and twenty cents a year ! habitations were conrerne'I while an un-
And it does tue no good :amd it nay do me known number of their inhabitants were
harni. Lot me see," and bore iio took a wvashied away, noever to, bo seen or heard of
l)iece of chalk and solved the problemn on a again. iThe crops, of course, wero utterly
board. I can buy two barrels of flour, wasted-thousands of acres literally buried
one hundred pounds of ougar, five pounds out of siglit in intud and sult, aid wvhat wvas
of tea, and six bushels of potatoos for tîsat not dlean gone could nover reacli ,r .turity.
suin." Pausing a muoment, as if to allow Sncb a calamity had neyer befallen kfanchu-
the grand ides to take full possession of ria wvithin the înemory of her oldest inhabi.
hinm, lie thon exclainied, IlI wdll nover tant; indeed, in the annals of the past three
waste another cent on beer !" And lie hundred years, there is no record of a flood
nover bas. so great or 8o far-reaclîing iii its terrible

destructive effeets.

IlWby stand ye bore idle ail the day?"
Whly, imîdecd, wvhen a perishing world dlaimis
yotir assistance, wî'hen mou, %vomeu, and
little cbildreî itre lot, perlîaps for want of
the wvord of sysiipatliy, the totich of kindli-
nîes", the prayer of faith, wiiich tuigbt cote
front you. The niglit cneth, the oppor-
tunity for %vork wvill somîti ceuse. and tben
how shall you, brother and siter, tucet the
jutdgieît of a niglituoue (otl?
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As wvith glal ltat vosr u bns
givitîg day s rejoieing in the î>Iety of our
bouniteousq land, it iliay 1îiiake islb re grafe-
Jul and more hll!bi"i to reai oif saute of
Çhina's tmillions durintz the past winter as
told hy itev. ,Jattîos Webster, a iiiissionary
of the U. P. Church of Seotland.

O'r~E F TtUFl.NtlRA FAMINE

Thte causes at work in bringing iL about
wvere twofold. Firat, thse log.-continued
drmught of early ISSS, wvhon for two or
more nionths. during the most crucial season
of the ye-ar, not a drop of rain fell. And,

FAMINSE DISTRESS :SOUP-XITCHENS.
Froin an early date it wvas evident tbat the

distress of tho tben fast appro-iching winter
%vola ho very great. Whorle conitunities
were berding tocether on littie island.c, with
broken bits of furuiture hy their side-ali
they hiad s.aved fromn the genleral wvreck,,-
surrotinded by au ocean- like expanse of
water ' vaiting for the waters to subside.'
Tlien they haà to provide thenselves bouses
to live iii, for the wititer -%itb ail its rigour
wvas fat coin g on. Many could tiot face
tbe tsand took, refuge in the buts built
l'y others, briuging about a state of over-
clmGwd(itg wl.icb cati be better itnagined tbaa
described. l'loebuts wvere ail of tuuid, many
of thoîn mnete civerns ditg cut of the ground,
or siiiail sheds about the size of a single dog
kennel or fowl bouse. Befo-e the niud wsalls
had tinie to dry, the frost bcd set in ; and
as the winter advanced the itîside walis be-
casie cm)voee witb a thick layer of hoat-
frost, so that the rootns resembled stiow
bouses more than anythiug eIse.

The Governor.Gecneral ot the provitnce tmiok
stops to relieve, in somo measuro, the wvide.
spread distress, and soup kitclîens were
opencd nt various centres, wbere a bowl of
tn millet gruel ivas dispensed daily to each
Iapplicaut.

Those wvho were really lielped W>y the


