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ing sections of the province, gathering facts and fig-
ures so as to be able to present as complete and reli-
able a statement as possible. The time available,
however, proved too short to admit of the completion
of the work before the end of December, hence this
delay in the issue of the MINING RECoRD. While
lacking in some respects, the information given in the
following pages will, on the whole, convey an idea of
.the progress made in 1905, but it will be an inade-
quate one. Yet one prominent fact is brought . A..,
that the mineral production of 1905 was the largest
of any year in the history of mining in the province.
This may be regarded as a positive statement, and as
one that may be relied on as correct, as will most as-
suredly be proved by the official statistics when they
shall have been collected and made public. No hap-
hazard guesses have been made in arriving at the esti-
mate of production presented in the tables given else-
where. In the case of some of the most important
of the producing sections actual production lias been
definitely ascertained so far as quantities are concern-
ed, while values have been based on general average
yields of the year immediately preceding. Wherever
such particulars were not obtainable estimates have
been made after careful consideration of the condi-
tions that have obtained during the year in individual
cases, and, as far as practicable, consultation with
those best informed as to the position. The result
arrived at is, therefore, an honest presentation of what
is believed to be the value of the mineral production
for the year, calculated at prices shown in one of the
articles dealing therewith. It is true that the con-
siderable increase over 1904 these conchisions show
is to a large extent the result of higher average prices
for nctals than ruled in 1904, but apart from this
there has been a decided increase in tonnage in 1905.
as will be recognised if comparison be made with the
quantities of metals produced in 1904. The whole po-
sition iay bc briefly summed up in a few short sen-
tences. There was much development work done in
the mines. Modern plant and machinery were in-
stalled at mines and smelters. Operating costs were
reduced. New reduction processes were successfully
adopted. Production of ore was considerably in-
creased. More transportation facilities were provided.
These and other factors combined to bring about sub-
stantial progress, and, in not a few cases, profitable re-
sults. The outcome of all these favourable conditions
is the establishment of confidence in the mining in-
dustry of the province to an extent not experienced
for years, and this confidence has induced, and is con-
tinuing to induce, an expenditure on further develop-
ment and additional equipment that augurs well for
even greater and more successful results in 19o6.
With a reasonable prospect of the prices of metals
continuing to be such as will leave a good margin of
profit on the year's mining operations, there appears
to be good reason to look forward with confident ex-
pecta' ,n to the ensuing year witnessing a still fur-
ther ;Jvance in the total value of mineral production.

Several of the newspapers of the Kootenay and
Boundary districts issued special numbers at the close
of the old or beginning of the new year. Those we
have received are the Special Mining Review of the
Nelson Daily Acws, the Cranbrook Herald Annual,
and the Holiday Number of the Phoenix Pioneer.
Since, with the exception of specially contributed ar-
ticles on lead and zinc, practically the whole of the
mining information in thxat nunber was prepared by
the editor of the MINING RECORD, 11odesty prevents
our expressing an opinion as to its nerits, but we
u.aay be permitted to mention that the enterprise of the
pruprietor of the Daily News in issuing a 20-page
special number lias been freely commended by the pro-
vincial press, and the comprehensive review of the
mining industry of the province generally character-
ised as a valuable advertisement of the extensive min-
eral resources of British Columbia. The summary of
other industries of the Kootenay has been favourably
mentioned as well. The Cranbrook Herald Annual
is also a creditable publication, containing many pages
of information. While the varied resources and in-
dustries of East Kootenay are given particular prom-
inence, a wider field isicovered by some of the articles,
the whole constituting a valuable and attractive ad-
vertisement for the East Kootenay district in particu-
lar and the province in general. The Annual Holiday
Number of the Phoenix Pioneer comprises an ex-
haustive and carefully prepared description of the in-
dustries of the Boundary district, which produces
more copper than any other section of the Dominion
of Canada. The full accounts given of the enterprises
of the several large mining and smelting companies
operating in the Boundary, the descriptions of their
mines and smelting works, and the record of the oper-
ations from the time of the inception of their respect-
ive undertakings up to the present, constitute a com-
pendiun of information that will be valued by many
stockholders and others interested in the big copper
mines and smelters of the Boundary, with their unusu-
ally favourable record of low-cost mining and smelt-
ing. There is beside much information relative to
smaller copper prôperties, the high-grade siiver-gold
mines of the district, electric power undertakings.
railways, descriptions of the Boundary towns, etc.
Altogether the number is one that the editor of the
Phoenix Pioneer rnay well feel proud of, the more so
since it is one that will be generally kept for reference
purposes by those requiring full and accurate infor-
mation relative to the Boundary. Just a few words,
in conclusion, concerning two other publications. The
Grand Forks Gazette, published late in December,
together with valuable information concerning the
agricultural resources of the Kettle River Valley, a
history of the Granby Con. M. S. & P. Co., contain-
ing useful and authentic information of that organi-
sation and its operations. The other special issue is
that of the Anaconda New's, published at Anaconda.
near Greenwood. The ordinary issues of the News
are unpretentious, but this special issue contains brief
but interesting descriptions of mines and snelters in
the Boundary, and is a number that is a credit to its
vouthful editor and proprietor, Master Robert Keffer.


