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TUIE GIRLS' BIRTHDAY FESTIVAL IN JAPAN.

Iln tis picturesque land, %vbere so inichi pain,, is taken
to make evcrythîng pleasant to look at, the girlk andl
boys get a full share of the lileasure that coules fromn
ovninig an<I s.eing liretty things. 'j'le Japancse, tinlike
the ('hinese, love and care teiidlerlv- for their littie dauigh-
ters ;so bea long %v'bile.ago, une of tilt oid 1 >anniiios,
or l"eudal ('biefs, set the fashion of cclchratîng bis littie
dauiglter's lîàrtbday, other parents followed the fashion,
politely ctŽlclratnng the saine day as did tlîeir chief,
the third dav of the tbird initb of the year.

l"riends wverc invited to grimes and feats. Eacb
brotigbt prCscits of dolis or otbcr toys, iii goli, lacq'uer,
Col)ler, wvood or china. Ini the faiiliies of the ricb, these
gifis, mnade of tbe finer materials, werc lilaceti in tie
il< Thwn. is is a fire liroof store-roaxu, ver>' neces-

sary in the nativ'e ligbit botîses, %vbere the stove i:sa inov-
aille cliarcoal fire-box. 'l'le gifts %verc I)lace(I on exlili-
lionî eacb recnirrîng festival <la'.

Ini time, a curiouis anîd beautîfuil collection %%.as made,
and bandcd domn i froin dauglîter to dauglbter. 1 %sill
gi% e you an accounit of bowv ny lîttie neigbbotir, Neko,
as WC eau bier, spent the day.

Her parents, MNr. and Mrs. Sud.î, aire w cl] to-do peop>le
of tbe mniddle class. 'l'lie) li% e ii a dirt biouse, ont: of
tbe seeral kinds of natie bious.es. Mud is 1 l.stered on
a fr.îinew ork of bambou uintil a w aIl abut a foot thic k i.',
furnîed. Thîis dries %cr) liard, and is painted w bite. A
roof, vcraîîdas, anîd fluor of 1 iolisbied m~oa( are addcd.

'l'le inside svalls arc îîapcrcd, and tbe différent rocinis
airc fornied by sliding paper screens. 'l'lie windowvs are
of olled paper, easily birokeii and t1uick1> inided. Ms
Suda's bedruoni is furni.sbed witb tbiek w bite nîatting,-nid a bcs.t of drawcers. A tbick otton nmattress, laid onl
tbe floor, anid a w added silk quilt, compose tblt ý,lculping
arrangements.

bNlMiss Stîda awoke that moriîng, tbe servant
mnai<, %%bu looks as if she had stepped into lieé off a ja-
panese fan, brouglit n tbe bath in a long mooden tub,
in the end of whicli a sînall charcoal stove is fastenied, ta
lieat the water. It looks like a picce of ir stove-piipe.

The japaniese are very fond of bot batbs, anîd Neko,
unlike bier namiesake. the kitten, enjoys being iii bot
water so mucb tbat tbe nîaid laugbis at bier !ong, del ay,
and cbidcs lier. It is a. cuiriotîs japanese habit to laugh
wlben angry or distrcssed, and Miss Stida knoîvs that tbe
maid is ail otit of patience when suie begins to laugb.
Slîe slipped on a bie silk îadded* robe, fâcc<l up witb
red, and :zi' Jown ta b)reakfast.

Boileà rice and flîsb tnsalted, served on a tray whicbi
stands til)of legs, svas the bill of fare. ('bopsticks and a
few lacquer and china disbies compose the talle service.
MNr. and Mrs. Suda had taken their breakfast, eachi at a
low tea-tal)le, sonie time liefare.

Ill addition to the rice and fisli, tbey liad tea and saki,
a sort of liquor, and bean jelly. 1 do flot believe mv
iîelîews and nieces wouild eiîjoy the unsocial fasbion of
sitting alone at mecals on the floor, bult 1 ani sure the
girls wouild think it great fitni to "'do up) the di.shes "-
na tigly b>lack pots aiid pas only 1 îolislbed lacquer wvarc
and dainty, lovely china.

Aiter b)reakfast, the long black bair of the lîttle girl
was elaborately drcssed, and dccoratcd wvitb fancy pins
-nid bits oi brigbt crape. Miss Suda's holiday dresses
are aIl] pity, but that niarning, in bionour of tbe girls'
lnrtbidav. she blassoid ont like a traopical liutterfly.
Iliîk mirlle, ciîbroidered iii colors over a white sîlk skirt,
also ricb iii cnibroi'dry interwovcii witb silver and gold

tbreads. w il f.îciligs of lii igli sîlk Ini (pitr.isting t olors,
nî.îcle bier .is ga ii.l c m . iieaace as she 'vaýs i i ari

N'on %vou Id tlii k lier clothle', mnade in q teer fasb ioîî
bus"e skirts, a lonîg, bus"e sacqute Witbl fiowinig sleemes,
aiid a bîig sasb. No tind(erclotiiigi is wvorn, îîor anythinig
(i the liead. Short bewot>dei or -.tri%% sandals and1(
anl oiled paper uniîbrella ct>iipleted lier street otitlit.

A ' iîiih,'a two- wbeieledl cab, wvitb two shafts,
drawvn b) a coolie, mas called. and illainia and dauiglter
set ont t, %isit the sliops. ( )îî tlîe tlîird of Marcb the
sliolî o% erilom w% atl dolîs, aiid to\, ; <lainty lac(luer wvork
and coiîtectiery boxes .doîl inîrrors of poli:hed ,tee]l
tea sets iii barnui ng ariet\ a nd p rofuision,. iiin %od, sil-

ecr anîd t bina , goid and <'opluer tliimhles, w bicb are
%worn on tlîe secondl linger like a bruad ring ;ail sorts of
japamuese, utensils iio(lellcd iii doll-size, of ail sorts of
inaiterials.

Crowds oi pieople %'ere onit buyîng aîîd siglit-sýeeiiig.
'l'ey visited une o>f the great teinlîles situated In tbc
înidst of beauitiful <'rund, laîîa Suda drojîje<l soilie
niouiey iii a L>o\ l elp) bu>' food for the sat red do-te:
that live iii great Il ucks iii the temple grouinds. Bootlis
and ba/aars abtoundcde(, wvberc shows coulcl be seen, and
Japancse '' goodues " of ail soirts m ere on1 sale.

Neku buuglit fi esli j>opped Iteails froin the bc.înpojîper
inan. She bad a lîovl of inuisbrooni soup, s%%cet little
nie cakes, preserved grapes, candies.îand otlier daitics
for iefresbnients. *l'lie) % isited A>eiio P>ark. one of 'lo-
k ios nman> lbeautiful ont dour resort.s. Il ts wide, densel>-
sli.îde( ax Llilus iebigs, grottos auid f1ou% erîilg

shrbs re but «a p art of il.- attrat tiowl,. 'llie grt)%t C5 uf
bt.rr) and pltiitrLes. noiw in full Muoin, niakc it àî fairy

land. 'l'lie lîo in' re wbite, piik anud rmd, andI ofteî
double.

, 'lie vaîrioms ninse n îd thle " Zoo"' g.îrdeîî ret eived
tlicir sharc tif ,îtttuion. andl %ieni Miss Sudaî rea lied(
hume, ladcii w ith5 sut- aînd to> s,, sule %%as iiîet b% .1 (.oui-
p.îny of wwiîg fricuils,. 'l'lie rcst tif tlte da% %was sîîent In
gaines anid f1s11. i tlîC e%1 eiuiig irc ourks %%cre set
off, and wbleiî i little friend retired to lier inattress,
ucii tlîe frai csuîine Neko uas ready ta rest.

Bot 1 ami sure siue fMI aslvcp s.îsidtîat itlia sp1% ta
bca girl ' iii jaîian at 1eat un tilt third of Irci

THE CORRECT FOCUS.

It %'îll miever do0 ta exaggerate ane trulti i the expense
of another. and a truith iîîay le turned iîîto a failsebood
veCr>', s'ery easily, Iby siipîly being eitier too tnuch en-
larged or too miuch dirniiished. 1 omnce lieard of saine
blind mcii wh'o were taken ta sec a nienagerie. Tbes'
liad plie arotund the anmias, and fouir of theni were
aillowed to touch anl elcpliait as tliey passed by. 'I'ley
w'ere discîîssing a ifterw.rdls what kind of mrature tlîe
eIel)lant %v'as. Onie nman, svbo lîad tamic'ed lus lai], said
tlie cleî)laiit %vas likec a rope. Another ai tie lîliîîd
inen, whio lîad touclied bis lîiîd limbil, said-- " No sucb
tbing ; the elephant is like the truink of a trce." Anl.
other, swho had icît its sides, sai<l ''Tlat is ail rulîbisli
anl clepiamt is a thing like a %'all." And tlie iourth, who
had felt tlîe aiial's cars, said tlîat ami elepliant svas likec
noane oi thiose thiîîgs ; it %v'us 1 ike a leatlier bag. Men
look ai trutli, at <lificlremit bits of it. l'le>' sec différenît
tlîiîgs. 'l'îe>' arc apt ta imîagîine tlîat tue tbimîg w'ilîi
the>' have seemi is tue sybale affair.- />rq/. filenri'

%ýllieni a inan imids Iiimiself iii thcc roiîg lilase bie
shuu<l btistle taa -et o\wt oi Itt, for III belongs too buni.
wo'n edce, aîîd li, llase iz cîîîpt>'.
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