THE BUSINESS SITUATION
Zoturday, Nov, 11, 1899.

Continued fine weather has charace
terized tho greater part of thls aweek
aud has cnablad farmers, builders, and
all who had outside work to do whicih
dozended upon the weather to get in
soveral . more days which meanns
that the finishing toucles have teen
giveoln to much of the work., With Lat
fow cxceptions the new baildings in
course ot cons'ruction in Winnipox are
now closed in from the weather. On
Thursday night the first visiblo token
of winter arrived In the shape of
a fali ot snow. Mercantile trade may
row be expected to revive very much,
the fine weather having retarded the
demand to some extent, and an ac-
tive winter trade will be done. 1t is
worth noticing that there has Leen a
remarkable freedom from business dis-
asters this fall, due no doubt wo the
improved times. As predicted last
week the monthly customs aund wland
revenue rewurns for the yport of Win-
nipeg--pudlisied  clscwhere in this
issueo—siiow o satisfactory increasc.
Bank é!carmgs continue to expand.
Tho banks report their funds excep-
tionaily wen cmployed and available
funds have never been more closely at-
gorbed nan at preseat.  Interest
rates are nrm and tending higher.
Banks aro asking 7 per cent for cur-
rent leans.

WINNIPEG MARKETS
Sggurday, Nov. 11, 1899.

(All quotations, unless otherwise speci.
ticd. arc wholesalo for such quantities
as are usaally taken by retail dealers,
and are sublect to tho usual reduction

on large quantitiecs aund to cash dis-
counts.)
CURED MIEATS.
Vory little change to note.  Hams

have deglined 1-2¢ o Xlc per powmd
Oilier prices snno as L week ago. See
page S0U.

DRUGS,

As . rosult of sharp advances in
guier markews cocalne advanced this
week $1.50 and $2.00 per ounce & very
uwnusad: poriormance but one that is
1uily Justifica by the position of the
marker esewiere. Quinine is casier
and tno price 1s Sc lower.  Other lines
aro uncuanged. Jobaug Lo.ses are
busy ana ine outlook for trade 18
bright.

DRY GOODS.

Tohiere Las lwea 2 very stroug ten-
Jeney In the dry goods market re-
cently, and cvery day trings intellig-
ence of further advances i prices,
1cth on Qonmesti> and Imported zoods.
Al imported goods are costing higher
and are very) firm. Domestis cottons
kave Geen wmoving upward for some
unie, and now the strengilt is »xtend.
tgr in o wore marked degree to wool-
lens. The advance in silks hiag Leen
previously noted from time to time,
1n wobilens the most marked strength
is In goods made Irom fine imported
weols, tn home manufactures, ana sueh
goods show a very stroug  upward
tendency. Lincs from domestic wools
are uot as strong as fine jpoods. Lmt
nevertheless the tendancy IS now up-

THE COMMERCIAL

ward., Al the Canadinan mills are vory
busy, Letag filled with orders for many
moentlis alicad, One loral hous: had a
veeprat order for underweair refused
By the mill, as it conid nat. be {ilad
before February, which is of course
toe late for this season’s trade., This
difficulty in seenvingg prompt lelivery
of goods applics to btoth the <omestio
and  forelgn  trade, manufacturers
everywhere appearing to e vory busy.
Representatives here of castern houses
live received sumerous adireciions to
advane.  prices.  One local manufac.
twrers’ agent, who handles quite o
wide range of gools, says that »very
Lue he Luanales hag been advanced. In
fuct prices are subject to daily -
vapee. The sirong upward movement
s noticeable in somr other hranches
of trade early in  the season, now
geemg (o he settine in with venewed
erergy i the dry goolds trade.  1In
faney dry goo'’s lines and  sundries
theve are nrumerons aavances.  This
is particularly voticeabis in artcles
paving  metal  attachmeats, sueh as
purses, parasols, trinkets, ote. Lusi
pess of @ sorting nuture has  heen
quiet for the season, owing to  the
wild weuther, which has retarded the
development of the usual [all demand
for cold weathier lnes. S92 muet so
has thig been the case that some trav.
elters have taken out spring samples.
FCEL.

Cca quotations remain unchanged.
The stiation at producing centras s
still very strong. \Wood is somewhat
scarco and iikely to be higher as the
‘ates falt and abscnce of sleighing
has prevented dealers from  securing
frosh stocks.  There 18 no quantity
of tamarac o be had at present and
cthcr xinds of Manitoba woold are
cqually scarce. ‘The searcity of cars
iz holpmg to retard Jeliveries. Thie
best wood i the city now comes from
the Tauphin  country. Coal prices
will be found on page 309,  Wool
pricos for carlots on track Winnipeg
are as follows: Tamarac per -ord,
£4.75 green cut tamarag, S1.25 to
R24.50: jacxpine per cord. $4 to SL15:
irch, £4.75 to §3: United States onik,

$3:  Mamtoba oak, $475: UTnited
]tato:  maple, $3.25: poplar. 33 to
23.15H: spruce. $3.25 ta {3500 siabs,
K285 ypeor cord .

FUGRNITURE.

Bueiuess is good in this branch. The
focal dealers have had a {arge trade
this season aud are still recelving
many orders. Owing to the big busi-
ness which the castern factories have
cnjoyed this year, loeal dealers have
experienced difficulty In getiing their
orders filled promptly, and in someo
cnees it has boen hard to keep stocks
up te requircments.  Prices tn furn.
itwre have Wen strong, the general
tendeuc) to  advance prices helng
quitec as marked In this branch
as in several other lines. Al
hardwood furniture has been advanced
1his season, ranging 10 1o 13 per cont
advance, the upward tendency bhelng
more marked on common lines. 'Chis
is owing to the adeance of about £
per thousand foet on hardwood lum-
Yber.  The strongest line in the furnl-
ture irado is iron Ledstonds. There
have been two advancos of 10 per vout
cach thls scuson, and it is sald that
auotlicr 10 per cent advauce will e
made about January 1.

GRERN FRUIT.

Tho trade in apples is the wmost hin.
pertant fcature of the fruit mnckot
at preseat. IL is apparent that the
supply of wiiter apples ordered: {or
this market Is very largo and prohl.
ably more than 1t can comfortably.

N3

alsorb. Reeeipts of Tall apples were
certainly too large and sales of sur.
piug gtocks have been made whis week
by auction. Very good prices were
realized, Prices are now as follows:
Callforaia naval oranges, ¥5 (0 $£5.50;
Go.. seedlings, <1.23 to $1.75; Mexican
cranges, 3,5.00; lemons, new Califor-
nlas, paer bex, £5.00 to $£5.59; ban-
18, per bunel, *2.235; apples, winter,
50 per Larrel; fall apples, $2.75 to
38,25, suow apples, fauney, $:100 per
tarrel; quinuces, per basket*of 20 lbs.,
7he: Ontarie grapes, 30 to t0¢ pec
tasket: Californin grapes, per crate,
S2.25; Malaga  grapes, in kegs, per
kew, $7.50; cranterries per barrel,
$7.25; cocoanuts, per dozen, SOc; Gren-
ole walnuts, 15¢; Tarragona alinonds,
15e; peanuts, green, 9 to 10¢; roasted,
jZ¢: pecan nutsg, 10c¢ per b ehestuuts,
I8¢t hickovy nuts, 10z per 1b; maple
sugar, per Ib., 11¢; apple ~der, 35c¢
ver gallen in Varrels and half barrels;
Mt cider put up in 20 and 50 zal.
lon kegs, per gallon, 40¢; figs, in toxes,
Te Ibg new California layer [fizy in
10 1h. boxes, §1.60 to $1.75; Smyruus,
£1.50: dates, Tc per Ih; swest pota-
toes, per barrel, £3; honey, in 1 1b.
miass jars, per dozen jars, S2.50; Span-
ish onlons, £1.25 per crate; American
roil onfons, Z¢ per b,
GROCERIES.

The  jobbing trade is active and
prices are wostly firm and wending up-
wards, Sugar s the ody weak line.
Our casteri. advices show a further
docline of 10¢ on all Canadian refined
supars  on Tucsday. Canned vege-
taldes are still firmer jn  the east,
althongh thie market shows wo fur
ther advances yet. Corn 18 ecing hield
ii. [irst baads at from $1 to $1.10
ner dozcn. Lifost of the packers ‘iave
wone to oller. Bowlby's new peaches
and pears are expeceted this week and
wii. show a substantinl  advauee in
price over last year's figures. Higher
prices of tin, solder and otuer ma-
terinls tha: enter into  the canning
procosé and wifo hizher priczs of poul-
try have ied to higher prices for tin.
ued, Yoneless chicken, turkey sind duck.
The new pack of these is fnlly 10 ver
cent higher in price. Japan twice has
taken a jwiag of nearly 1-2¢ per pound
anrd I8 now quoted at 43-1c to e
Fine olfstaik, Valencia raising are
now in stock. They have leen very
slow in comiy forward. The ear and
~essel shortage has had to do with
tle. In fact ihe grocers have had
antte as mael difficulov as nay other
last of niacers In getting deiivery of
thielr goods. In consequence e offert
of the lewver rates at which the later
shipments are usually hrought in bas
vet teer felt yet. The mmarxet for
Yaleweln raisins is very firm and from
vresent Indieniions there will b no
iow prices thls season. New Californin
wmuseately have arrived. They are not
stowing as ool  quaiity as  wsaal
quated at & for 2 crown, S1-2¢ for
< crown and 9c¢ for 4 crown. Pitted
plums this season show a mariked nd.
iance ang arve now teinT aquoted at
10 1.2¢ per poundl. Apricots are 1-2¢
litcher.

HATDW.ARE.

Taxcal quotations show an audvance
of 10c per 100 pounds 2 har and
hand iron. Pig lead is also higher. Aug-
er blte have adeanced, tue disconnt
now an Awerlcan belug 50 por cond
inslead of 60 to G5. DBolds aro highor
ag will bie seen from our prico st an
page 311. Brouzo and bronzed butts
are also higher. Other prices remain
as before. Heavy consignments have
o arriving from the east In view of
the approach of tho closo of naviga-



