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CAHADIAN LEGISLATIVETND CES
Now thant the Doiniioit Pariaxxcixt

Jiu been prorogued and the resuits of thte
past session's lahors cati bu fairly re-
viewed, the question couses to the front:
Wliat are the tendencies of Calxidiani
legisiationt? It masy bc dillicuit ta dclinc
these, althougx at tirst sighit it inny be
assur'xed, that a Governinenit in% power
'withi a tyranit and overîvhli ngii illajority
nt its back, slxould pursue a policy re-
g'arding which tîxere coald be no iiiistakc
as to its tendcncy. Blut, after aIl, the
xnajority which supports Slir Johin A.
MacDonald aîxd Isis coileagues is rxaje upl
of inxuîy discordant eci,.Žnts, emibr.iciîig
tho opposite extreies of religious bigotry,
and ahinost as opposite points i local in-
terests, so tixat conciliation is a very nec-
essary coninodity to secure tixeir cohiesion.

it is singular titat %vith a support
gathered front such varied sources, the
xnost proissent tcndency with, our pros-
exnt rulers at Ottawa slhauld bc in the di-
rection of centralization of power. Yet
sucix is uninistakably the case. lThe ainti
is centralization, while the inîans of rcacx-
ing the saisie ruay, and Juive bee'n varicd to
plcase a party %vorthy, on accouint of its
powcr, of such consideration, or- coerce
aixother ixot worthy of it. iThe aitti was
as cvitiont iii ticcèilig to the un1jxst de-
mands of Quebcc, as it Wvas ini igîîloriing
those of Manitoba. By paying the unjiust
demiands of the former the Ottawa G;ov-
eriient secured a stiotxgcr hold upon its
railway tîjetation in ant estern Province,
while by ignoring Maxti itol)as just dc-
nîands, the local railway rights of the
Northweest wcrc for a tittie, at Ieast,
effectually crushied. Powecr wvas pnid for
iii one instanxce and uniwarraittalbly
usurped in the other.

Subtloty is aniothoer vcry important
aeans to bceonployed in gainîing titis end,
aîîd it was inado plain iii the General
Railways' bill of the înenbr for liViiii.
peg, one of the echoes of Sir Jolxxx's Gov-
ernnxont. The incasure iii question aitncd
direct]y at tho root of provincial railway
riglits, by offering to brandi rail ,vays,
chartercd at Ottawa, a subsidy denied to
thos>e chartcred by provincial Govcrn-
inonts, carrying thus a generous appear-
ancp upoxi its face, but at the saine tinte

striking a heavy blow nt pîrov'incial
liberty.

Darixîg is autiter inans employed by
Sir Jolxîx's Goverlnie:ît in rcnching conx-
tralizatxoîî, and the $22,50OO,000 guaran.
tee to thxe Canadiail, Pacifie Railway
collpally wvas the Vory vicile of the saine.
By the consipîction of that road front thxo
Atlanti c ta theo Pacifie our Ottaia rulers
hope ta forge the lust links thtat wvili hiold
half a continent wîthini thocir grasip, to bo
ruied or xnisruied by tîxein witi perfcct
ixnpuinîty.

Otixer mnens exxîployed in titis amni of
centralization iiglit bc citod, but it is un-
necessary to bring then forward. The
aini caniot bc inistaken hy theo xuost ob-
tuse politicai econounist, wliile its justice
anud its %visdoinm xust bo called in question
by ovcry true fricnd o£ Canad. The days
arc -one wheni Ittî?crial Coesar lIîralded
Isis deeces froxn Ronte, and liai! a world
obeyed; axîd a systxni by wii any tuait,
or coîniiation of Mon could so govern a
people sctus unsuited to the soil of this
continent at Icast. lis Amnerica rulors
inust rule wvitl theo will of te people, axid
for the intcrests of the peoplo ; anti it is
difficuit to sec, ixow a Goverinnxt at
Ottawa, wliich tilis cvery office within, its
gift ivitx its ovin creaturos to the furthest
iniit of thte Domiinion, cxti ho ruing lxx

suixi a itnanner, axxd with, such a spirit.
Canxada, as a nation, catnot be cenexted
togetîxer -,izi blood and iroîx, in the aid
style of binding ant enmpire. IL cani oxxly
becorne unificd by a careful study o! thte
intorests of evex-y cleient iritîtin it, axxd a
poliey -%vltiel wvill furtxor ane axid ail] o!
thonii, aid tlîat caun iever be associatcd
wvitit a poventraiiziing policy.

lThe recent speech at 'Moxitreal of thxe
Govertior-Gerîcral shows lxow great iatds
liko Isis caxi grasp the situation alLer a
vory short study of Caxiadiaxi affairs. A
delegation of as muci power of local gov-
ertiniient as coxfederation wili admit of
]Iis Excellexcy foresces iL niecessary ta
nînke Canada united and coxîtonted. It
cannot lie said tîtat the policy of the pres-
cnt Dominion Govertnment lias axxy tend-
ency in that direction, aîîd tiieir rule
catilot, but producp discoxîtoxt, axxd dis-
cordatice. Thtese too often devolop into
feelinîgs of a usuels motre dangerous char-
actcx, and instaxnces are not wanting 'in
history wvlere they hxave exxded in soc-
tioxtal Ixate. It is yct tixte enougli ta
provont any sucx unxwishied for develop-
xxxcnts, and prevention can orfly bo reaehed

tîtrougix a broad anti liberai poliey of ro-
spectixîg local riglits.

Caxînda and iLs interesta have beexivcry
aptiy likoned ta the revolving arrovi upoxi
ait old-fasiind vicel of fortune. WViie
rovolution arousid theo centrai pivot Maity
go on scexxiigly sxîxoothiy and rcgularly,
it is ilnipossil ta tell whlero tîta extroi-
tics Mxay stop. To givo it with certainty, a
guiding hiaîd is rcquired, far away front
the central pivot

SHORTEHINO BUSINESS f-OURS.
Titero i at preseixt on foot in nercaxî-

Lite circlos a inovexnent ta, introduce thec
Saturday lialf-lxohidlay in Winntipeg, or at
lcast ta milake it general lu wixolesale
circles, for it hias beea ixi force with sanie
houses for montlis back. A xnovcxnent of
titis kixîd is no doubt ane ixn tuA riglit
direction, and sixouid ho carricd out as
sooa as it cati be mxadie consisitent witi
ti>e ixtercsts of ti-ade. lucre are, liovi-
ever, greater difficuities iti carryixg out
titis inxcx ixcoded reforni in a business
centre of a nio' country thian in aut oid
city wiere cvcry departmexxt of businebs
is doin, to working like the vhxcols of a
we'll rcgulated pioce of rnachinory. In a
counxtry ever chaxgimg, and steadily lin-
creasixîg in ils business aspect, the de.
xnands upon the tiiiie af those eînployed
ini xmercanxtile pîtrsuits tnut... nccssariiy be
inade iti a radier ci-ratio tixantior, and
cauxse iuuex greater care and trouble ta
g'et the hiouxs of labor dowvi to a mxinimumn,
consistent wviLi thxe health axxd conîfort of
sudis pcJ)ple. lThe diiIicuty, aithougli it
e.xists in wvlxolesalc cii-clos, is ixot s0 geat
as iii xctail business, and iLs lms frequent
existence is due alixxost entirely ta the de,
sire of wixolesalec unercixaiit% to study the
intcrcsts% ai thecir cxxployees. Sucit jîer-
chants, as a ruic, hxave gone tîxtougx ail
thxe grades of tixeir calixg, and knîow
practically hiow to seuro the comsfort and
respect of tîxoir exnployees at the saisie
tixae. Titis is mxade very evider.t ire-
quently, when wve find sucli men in thocir
offices, away oaxi ita te hours af nighit,
working labox-iously îvhile thoir cisnployecs;
are enjoyixg the Ixours usually devoted ta
leisure, IL Miay lic coxxfidentty empected
tixat inca of tixat stanîp wiil use thxcir
ovcry exxdoavor to, reduce ta a nxinimnum
the business Ixours ai tîxoir oniployocs,
axxd rendu a Saturday lialf-holiday as wll
as other bocncflcial arrangements with as
little delay as possible.

Whens wo leave -wholesale and corne in.
ta retai,1 circles we cauxiot say the saine
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