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TRE COMMERCIAL,

COAL PRIOES.

(Continued from page 870}

»

meont given, according to tho Free Pross is,
that the duty would keop out Pennsylvaunia
coal, and theroby ovable the home miners to
operato on & much larger scale, undor which
conditions thoy would be able to reduce
prices,

Tho Commeroial i not quite sure that this
would be the rosult. A yoar ago coal was
solling in Winnipog at about $3.60 per fon,
to consumers. Ponnsylvania anthracite and
our own western anthracite wore selling at
thosAme prico. Last summer the price of
coal was advancoed in Penusylvania to sugh
an extont that tho local dealers were obliged
to put the prico up to $10 per toun in Winni-
peg. Now, hate wasa chance for our home
miner to keep his prico down and increase
hisoutput. But ha did not do anything of
tho kind. He sitnply took advantage of the
increased cost of the imported coal to add $1
per ton to the price of the home commodity.
If the cost of Pennsylvania ¢al ware further
increased by a duty upon the article, could
we expeot our wostern producers to drop
prices hack %o below what they wers duriag
the winter of 1895-96? ‘Not mucheo.”
More likely they would take advantago of
tho increased cost of tho imported article to
give the scrow another turn against the con-
sumer.

EARLY CLOSING OF STORES.

It is to be hoged there will beno retrograde
legislation affecting the law governing the
aarly closing of stores. A groat deal has
been accomplished in Winnipeg, in the in-
terest of early closing, but there isstill much
room for progress in the same direction, and
it is hoped that further progress will be
made; rather than that there should be a
move backward. What bas been already
accomplished has proved of great benefit to
hundreds of persons, including business men
and their employeos in the city ¢f Winnipeg,

The present danger appears to be, as The
Commercial mentioned last week, that the
opening of auction rooms will cause the
merchants to withdraw from the present
early closing arraugement, and thus thers
would soon be a retrograde movement back
to the old system of late business hours, If
merchants are compelled to close at a given
hour, it certainly seems unfair that auction
rooms should be allowed to open up after the
stores aro closed, for the purpose of selling
ordinary store merchandise. If this is to be
allowed under tho law, it will no doubt
speedily lead to the breaking up of the early
closing arrangements as now in force. Such
o result conld not bo regarded otberwise than
as & moral calamity to the entire community.

The regular auctioneers who are ongaged
in selling household furniture, etc., should
not b affected by this law. Those who
would sell ordinary store merchandise after
the stores were clcsed, would be the Cheap
Joha class of traders, who are, to put it mild-
1y, of very littlo benefit to the community.
They generally have & lot of sheddy rubbish
to dispose of, which they citen manage to
soll at far in advance of actual values,

Tt is groatly to bo hoped that nothing will
be done to weaken the law. After tho hard
fight which hasbeon waged for years to sscure
what nas beon accomplished, it would be
most discouraging to have all this good work
destroyed now. ,

- BAD NUMBERING

The numbering of tho buildings in Win-
uipegis exceodingly bad. It i3 some years
since *the numbering was dono, and many
houses are not now rumbered at all, Many
of thejold numbera havo been defaced, covered
up orremoved. Whore the numbers remain
on ths buildings, it would take = search
warrant to ind thom. Tho figures are small
and of a dull Jead color, which renders them
almost indiscernible on most of the buildings,
‘This bad condition of the numbering of the
buildings is a groat nuisance to citizans, who
have frequontly to attond calls at the door,
comotimes &t & vory inconveniont hour in
tho night, only to dissover that somse one is
hanting for a cortain number, aud the ouly
way 1t oan be found, is to ropeatedly ring
up pooplo along the street It is time the
numbaring was revised., and the presout
usoloss numbers replaced by something which
could Lo more easily observed.

Winnipeg Whéat. Ingpection.

The following shows the number of cars of
wheat inspected at *Winnipeg for tho weoks
ended on the dates named, compared with

the number of cars inspected for the corres-
ponding woeks & year ago, as roported by
Inspsctor Horn to the Board of Trade:

Grade. Feb. 13. Fcb.20 Peb.27. Mar. 6, Mar. 13
Extra M:;g. d 0 0 0 0

...... 49 19 40
13

[ v
D e

No. 2 Nor h'n..
No. 8 North'n,.
No. 1 white fyfe
No. 2 white fyfe
No. 1Spring ...
No. 2 Spring...
No. 1 trosted ..
No. 2 frosted ..
No. 3Frosted ..
No. 1 Rejected,
No. 2Rejected .
NoGrade..eees
Feed covenvanes

Total for week.
Sime week last
VeAT: ceenes 352 363 3 854

*Wheat inspection at Emerson going ot
via the Norththarn Pacific to Duluth, s
included in Winnipeg retarns. A consider-
able portion of the wheat moviung is inspectod
.at Fort William, and does not show in these

figures.
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Wheat Stocks.

~The visible supply of wheat in the United
States and Canada, east of the Rocky Xfoun-
tains, for the week ended March 13,1897, showa
& decreass of 1,819,000 bushels, against a
decreass of 473,000 for the corresponding
week last ‘year, a deoreass of 814,000
bushels the corresponding week two yoars
ago, and & decrease of 1,248,000 bushels three
years ago.

The following shows the visible supply by
wecks, for four years; the second table
shows the vislble supply at ,thoend of cach
week in the current year, compared with the

three preyious years;

———
1896. 1895, 1804
Jan. 4.. 690,842,000 87,886,000 79,9570
W I1.T GBIR000 BOGIG00 8043 w0 typath
» 18.. 64,988,000 85,280,000 80,3+ gy n'm'”
 25,. 67,6£3,00¢ 84,885,000 §0,2s,000 814800
Fob, 1.. 60,734,000 '83,876.000 70851000 §\'syey
o 8. 85,110,000 82,322,000 70,660,%0) Mgy
v 16 . 05,920,000 §0,733,000 T3,Gi" W0 §0%,. '
v 22 05,011,000 79,476,000 730 w0 Teiiey
Marchl,. 4,030,000 78,701,000 75501000 %4ie
7. 02,500,000 TT.717,000 7467700 Tilatey
1., 02.123,000 76,873,000 73,3000 I3omim
® 2l OL3UBLO0 76,773,000 T21610X Ay
* 28,. 6LOIBKA0 74,803,000 L4000 17811py
April 4., €0,322,000 72,703,000 70,705000 7)mipy
o 11, 9,330, 70,457,000 69,217 000 73:033“
“ 18.. £8.433,000 03,0000 €3,1250%0 iyye
»w 28.. 67'946,000 65,776,000 66,543,000 73'9"'“
May 2.. 66,610,000 62,100,000 65,150,000 138!
w 9., 564,000,000 59.623,000 63.51M00 Tty
« 18.. 63,110,000 60,484,000 62,4190 *Chyg'ey
w 23.. 61,208,000 54,204,000 €1,32i,000 A1y
n 80.. £0,340,000 52,229,000 9,341,000 03’y
Juno 8.. 60,147,000 49,759,000 63,211,000 &erygy
w 13y, 49,480,700 47.787,000 67,105,000 ¢4y
w 20.. 49,810.)00 46,225, 55.852,000 4305
w 27.. 47,800,000 44,661,000 64,057,600
July 4 47,190,000 43,859,600 54,114,000 613130
w 1., 42,220, 41,237,000 53,164,000 €935
w 18.. 40,743,000 40,433,000 63,571,000 g8
v 25, 47142,000 30,229,000 67,144,000 Syt
Aug. 1,. 40,734,000 33,517,000 60,001,000 g,g'..w
w 8. 40,420,000 37,830,000 62,321,000 ity
» 15., 45,876,000 80,802,000 63.m1,000 & g
w 22, 45,180,000 35033000 GiTIL000 b7t
n 20, 45,574,000 356,433,000 60,310,000 s43nm
Sept. 5.. 40,403,000 306,754,000 69,163,000 681w
w 12, 47,602,000 38,092, 69,214,000 3753w
w 19.. 49,835,000 39,385,000 70,130,000 i3kate
v 8., 48,716,000 40,763,000 71,41801) eoimp
Oct. 8 £0,116,000 41,832,000 73,614,000 37yg,
v 10,. 51,334,000 44,431,000 75,074,000 &5tra
v 17.. B4808,000 46,199,000 70.652.000 &5o-tm
« 23.. 67,235,000 50,486,000 73,190,080 3y
u Si.. 88,850,000 52,090,000 $0,627,000 713
Nov. 7 50,0:3.000 50,938,000 $1,22000 7yt
%36 .. 01,008,000 60,328,000 $2,252)
¢ 21 .. 69,971,000 62,221,000 83916000 7793
“98 ., 68,014,000 63,903,000 85,159,000 33,
Dec 6 .. 66,312,000 68,788,000 85978000 7275t
%19 .. 54,251,000 68,834,000 83,172,0.0 §)
“19,.. 55,163,000 89,393,000 ~9,071,030 §3¢4
20 .. 5¢,433,000 69,938,000 83,561,00)
1597 1506 1395
Jan. 2 .. 64,651,000 €9,812,000 87,548,000 3,
“ 9. 53,872,000 68,915,000 86,6150 0 sy
* 16 . 62469000 67,953,000 85,555,000 1
4693, 51,295,000 67,623,000 54,665,000 &
¢ 30... 49,601,000 66,734,000 33376000 WY
Feb. #.. 47,835,000 66,119,000 52,322,000 75,
o 18.. 46,655.000 65,026,000 $0,783,000 3y
4 20.. 45,915,000 65,011,000 39,436,000 I715
27, 43,707,000 04,089,000 7¥76100) 3]
March®.. 42,768,000 62,636,000 §

Bushel,
Montreal...ovuveveaecineaas 45900
TOrORtO ,vvure svsnssennnes 2000
Kingstoneoeeqenennn. 13,00
Winnipeg ..... cees 2500

Manitoba,  interior olova
Fort William, Port Arthur &
Keowatine.oeseaes
Total stocks in tho United Statesand
ada as roported by Bradstroet's win

. 41,449,000 02,123,000 76,373

Bradstreet’s report of stocks of whai
Canade on March 6, is as follows:

follows, on March &, 1897 -

East of the Mountains
Pacific Coast. ...
Total stocks & yearago were:
Eastof the Mountains...... 9
Pacific Coast. ...
Bradstrsets report for the weokended
18, shows a decrease of 1,213,000
stocks of wheat east of the mountaims,
ing the total 59,206,000 bushels on the

date,

Worlds stocks of wheat on Med
1897, (United States, Canada, in Earop
afloat for Europe) were 119,121,000 bas
compared with 154,042,000 bushels o2
1, 1896;
181,116,000 on March f, 18 Ii
000 on Mareh 1,
March 1, 1892; 99,523.vk) on Mid
1891; 95,811,000 on March 1, 1%
109,724,000 on March 1, 18%9,

170,658,000 on

cen

1893,

tors 241208
8,153,

March ),
145,615,005



