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The Commercial

WINNIPEG, DECEMBER 25, 1893.

UNDESIRABLE IMMIGRANTS.

We do not know what data tne grand jury
at Brandon had beforo them when they con
demned the Birnardo plan of boy immigration.
Wo cap hardly conceive that thoe jury would
make the complaint they did without authen-
tis icformation which would go to bear out
thoir remarks, Tug CoMMERCIAL, however,
has beon unable, after sume investigation, to
verify the severe denunciation of the Barnar-
do immigration by tho grand jury. From
what wo can learn, we caonot conclude that
the Barnardo boys aro respousible for any
incroaso in crimo in Manitoba. While mak-
ing this statement, Tug CoMMEROIAL wiil
own that wo may possibly be wrong and
tho grand jury right, as our investigation of
the queation has not been very thorough. It
has been stated that only one Barnardo boy
was charged with an offence at the Brandon

assizas, which does not appear to be a ser-’

fous matter. If this is all the grand jury
had to go upon, besides prejudiciul hearsay,
they were not warranted in making the de-
nunciation they dil.  Perhaps evon the grand
jury did not consider the gravity of their
charge. So far as Tue CoMMERCIAL is aware,
there may bo as great a tendenoy to crime
among boys brought up in the country ag is
the cass with the Barnardo boys. The fact is
that owing to a certain prejudice, an offence
committed by one of these boy immigrants is
heralded all over the country, while a dozen
similar crimes by others would never be heard of
beyond perhaps the usual local press notice.
Tug CoMyERCIAL has always taken the stand
in favor of a striot inspection of immi;;ration,
with a view to discountenancing tho settle-
ment of unsuitable persous in our midst.
‘This applies to all immigrants, old and young.
It would bs far better to have our population
increase slowly, than to have it increase rapid-
ly by the immigration of the vicious and im.
moral, the shiftless, or persons physically or
otherwise unsuited to our climate and general
conditions of life. As for these Baroardo boys,
we believe the majority of them are liable to
succeed better in this country than many
foreigners, In the first place thoy are young,
and they will have ample time.tc acquire &
knowledge of the country before they would
arrive atan age when they would be warranted
in starting out in farming or any other calling
for themsnlves. Secondly, the plan of placing
them with respongible farmers in the country,
gives them a great advantago over many other
immigrauts, Whatever may be said about the
Barnardo boys, wo beliove that the couniry has
suffered very much more seriously from the
placing of certain colonies of foreigners in our
midat, which are made up of persons quite un-
suited to the country, aad altogether undesir-
able as settlers, Occasionally a Barnardo boy
may prove o failure, whilo in the case of some
of these settlements of aesisted adult foroiguers,
almost all the membera of the coleny have

- proved failuces,

MAINTAIN TARIFF FREEDOM.

The Chronicle, published at Russeil, Man.,
scoms to havo tho right idea of the quostion of
reciprocity with the Uoited States. ‘* Reoi-
procity,” it aaye, *“is really an allianco with
the protectionist wing of United States poli.
tioians,” Tho Chronicle goes on to show that
reciproclty would strengthen protoction in
each country, It is gratifying to come across
an artiole liko this in & Maaitoba paypar. Tuz
Coumugrer AL for years has been almost alone
and upaided ia its efforts to draw attention to
tho economival errors of thereciprocity theory,
Even a limited measure of recprocity would
strengthen the protectionist party in each
country; while the former Liberal polioy of ua-
restricted reciprocity wa~ simply tho rankest
Lind of political heresy for an alleged tariff
teform party.  Happily thore is now no im-
mediato danger of an effort being made to
bring about such an arrangement, and not un.
til there is & change of govermmnent 1n the Uni.
ted States will there be any possibility of rect.
procity theories toking shape, At the same
time, it is well, as opportunity presents itself,
‘to endeavor to eduzato the people as to the un-
soundness of reciprocity theories. What Can.
ada wants is not binding reciprocity treaties
with any country, but liberty to trade freely
with all countriea. The fullest control of the
tarifl should always remain in our owa hands,
to be changed at any time as circumstances
may require. There can be no objection, how-
over, tomutual concessions in the tariff, between
Canada and the United States,made without the
formality of & bindiog reciprocity treaty and
which would not restrict our freedom to deal
with our tariff as we may zoo fit.

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT.

The municipal olections in Winnipeg on
Tuaesday last resulted in the return of three
lawyers and one real estate dealer, while only
one business man, in ths five wards in which
there was a contest, was elected. The full
council of twelve aldermen now consista of five
lawyets, three real estate and insurance agents,
two wholeeale merchants, one contractor and
one member who cannot be described as be.
longing to any particular business or profes.
sion. This is certeinly a peculiar position for
o city like Winnipeg to be placed in.  Winni-
pog is almost solely & commercial city, The
fact that it accupies the position of the natural
distributing centre of a vast territory, is the
only thing which distinguishes it from the
rural towns of Manitoba, Without its distri.
buting or jubbing trade, Winnipeg would be
nothing more than an ordinary Manitoba coun.
try town. The fact that it is a natural distri-
buting point, has led to the establishing of a
large number of trading institutions here, and
made Winnipeg what it is.~the commercial
metropolis of Weatern Canada. There is not
another city in Canada which is so purely a
commercial city as Witnipeg, and whoze exis.
tence depends so completely upon its distribu.
ting trade. In manufacturing we have made
but little progress, and what manufacturing
we have deponds upon the position the city
has attained as a coramercial centre. The

wholesale trade is in fact the ono featare which

has made tho oity what it is to.day. Anjy othor
onterprises catablished hero, boyond the re.
quirements of an ordinary country town, have
beon drawn here through the importance of the
city as a distributiog centre.  Iu the light of
theso facts, tt does scom sirange that the muni.
cipal government of the city should be in the
hands of lawyora and agoents.

Tug CoMMERCIAL does not wish it to be undor-
atood that we fear somo action will be taken by
tho council which will be inimical to the com-
mercial interest: of the oity. At tho same
timo the position seoms untoasonabls and un.
vatural. A commerocial city should certainly
have a fair ropresentation of commercial men
io the civis government, If the membership
of tho council were just roversed, and consist.
ed of eight business men (wholesale and rotail
merchants and other striotly commercial mon
aud mauufacturcers) and the balance ropresent.
ing other intercsts, it would be more in keep.
ing with tho position of the city as a commer-
cial centre,

That the commercial interests are not more
largely ropresented in the civic govern.
ment, is the fault of tho businezs mon them-
selves, It has been almoat imposaible to in.
duce business men to take a hand in civic
affairs. As a class they are given to locking
closely after their owu private business aflairs,
and will not spare the timo for civis matters,
This is really the explans:ion for the existing
situation. If the commercial intorests of the
city suffer, it will thersfore be owing to the
refusal of our represontative men to take a
hand in helping to govern the city.

REDUGED COST OF TRANSPORTATION,

The cheapening of transportation has dvne
a great deal to equalize prices of staple com.
moditiss throughont the world, Cheap trans.
portation is the great competitor of the British
agciculturalist. While the great reduction in
the cost of tranaportation has reduced pricea
to the great mass of consumers in the United
Kingdom, it has brought the British agricul.
tural ipterest to the verge of destruction. An
example may serve to show the great reduction
which has been made during recent years in
the cost of transportation. It is reported that
a cargo of No..1 California wheat gold recently
in Liverpool at 27 shillings, 74 pence, Twelve
years ago the freight from San Francisco would
have equalled this sum alone. This vast re.
duction in freight parmits the selling of grain
in British ports at prices which the home ag.
riculturist finds its unprofitable to ineet,
Owing largely to the same cause, American
flour is sold in British markets almost as low
ag the ruling prices on this side of tho Atlantic,
In fact, flour has been sold in London as cheap
as tho prices of similar brands in Chicayo,
thoagh this, of courae, is not legitimate compe.
tition. Other staple commodities from remote
parts, are also s0ld in British marketsat prices
which show little advance upon the selling
prices in the markets of production. This
shows what great odds the British farmer has
to competo against. Theo great reduction in
the cost of transportation affords him very
little advantage, so far as his home market is
concerned, in his competition with foreign
produce. Lower freight rates are continually
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