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much rabn, or the tala cornes nt undeairablo
tianca. Thea agala, thora wil be dry spolia
of woather whoa raia la needed. Ail court
tries which dpaad upon tho ralafili for
igrieulturai purç.oses will have these dlffi.:ul
tics ta put up wv1th, no inatter haw favorablie
tho average elimate coaditions may bo. WVith
dry lande whioh caa ho convonleatly irrlvzatcd,
&Il thia la avoided. Ia tho latter aue ltete le
no fear of tala when It là not wsnted, %cad the
water eau bo turned on uxactly wvhoa IL la
waatcd. In couatries depondiag upon the
naturai ralufail for moisture, taila sthe great.
est factor ia tho produotion or destructioa of
crops. If tbo farmer could have centrol of
the rainfall. supplyiag or withhoidia6 as the
couatry requiroi it, tics greate3t diicuities
whioh beoet tho fariner would bo removed To
hala the key toi tho rainfali wouid leavo vory
littie te ho desire:! hy the ferveur lan tho lino ot
weathor conditions, In the case of lrr*gated
lanids, this la practically the situation, as the
supply of meisture to the cropa 1a under
coatral.

Tusi COMMERCIAL hopes ta hear of great pro«
grues ia the work et irrigation ia Our dry r.
gioas. Thoero are no doubt large areas which
cen bo succossfully lrrigated, theroby enabiing
the settiers ia thoîe districts ta follow mizod
tarming as n certainty, iastoad et having ta
depend upoa stock rai8lag aloue.

I4MIITOBA WMEBnii' POWER9.
A conterence was held at Portage la Prairie

tlst weck hetwcen delegates front the munici-
pal councits of Braadon, Portago aad Wini
peg, regarding the question ef utilizingq the
water.power ef the Assiaiboino rirer. Thtis
river affarda .vater-.power at various pointa
aluag its course, aad it lias beea proposed ta
atilize Chis water-power by the construction ef
dame et the three points named. The groateat
difficuity la the way of carryiag« out sucli
works is tonda in the faut that the river la
ciassedl as a navigable atreain, aad the Gavera-
ment bas retused te sanction the construction
of dams upon the river unoless a caaal is pro.
vidcd toluraish a passage for hoate arouad the
dams. The coat of building theso canais would
ho se great Chat it deters Chose interestedl la
undertaki.ag tho work. The contereace held
al, Portage wau for the purpose et taking joint
action te iaduce the <Joverament te declaro the
streain closed for navigable purposes, and allow
tho constrction of dams without entorciag the
bailding ef boat canai in cannection th,:re-
with.

The fazts in coanection with Cieao avigation
et the Assiniboine river aro as foilowa. Tite
river has net been navigated since 1882, aa
the dopth ot water bas not heen sufficient ta
permit ot iLs navig&tion ta aay extent ince
that yeux. Provieus ta 1882, during a period
et abnormally high wa.ter, It wvos navigated ta
saome extent ; but there oe ne railwaya la
the country then. Notv the river le paralleled
by .two railwaya as far as Portige la Prairie,
andi by oeo railway heYond the latter place.
Tho course et the river ia exceedingly tor-
tdoua, makiag the route hy the river about
thrc times the distaîicelby rail. With Choe
raiiways now ia existence, it la net at ail
probable Chat the river would ho navigatod,

aveu if a perliof e hlgh wvater ahoaid agala
tender it temporavity navigable. The steam-'
ors whicb formeriy aavigated the rivet are
now eut ef use, and new esteamerd would nuL
ho hut fer tho purposeo of nav igattng a river
whli might euly bo avalshîn for a month or
no durlag a single seait once la a decatie. Tite
tact Chat the Red river, a far more ta'uabie
strent for putli ses ot navigation, hias mot been
navigated above Winnipeg for maany years, la-
dicates the slight probability Chat aacy attenhpt
is likely ta ho mado ta navigate the Assini-
hoine.

The real value ef the Aesinihoine river lies
la Us& water.pewer, and net la iLs txavlgahulity.
Tha utilizatlun of Its wvater power would ho ot
vast vaue te the towns along its course, andi
te t;ace ouat.ry et large. It appeara evideat
Chat the wiso courso would ho te permit the
conastructiona of the proposedl dams, wilhout,
the requirement thut expansive canu.le shouid
bo bulît Te adept tho oppasite course la
siniply ta prevent the utilization et hy fat the
more valuable teatures et the river, for the
purpose et maiatainlag the ptireiy nominal
value et the amrant.

GR.AIN TRIADE LEGISLATION,
The Minnesota Legialature, new lnamsion,

la greatiy exercised over praposedl legisîstion
affecting Che grain interests. Thera la a clamer
for legislatien aileged tu te la the interest of
the fariner, and eppesed te elevator miea and
the raiiways. Some vory poculiar measures
have bean propcsed, seine hbisl going aimait
se far as te propose that Che state ebouid
undertako te handle the grain Crado. At laiL
Chis is the principle et nme et the mneset.
Ona plan in ta provide for a lino et state oe-e
ratera. Another bill proposedl ta give the
couaties power ta go inta the elevater haisineas.
AnaCher bill provides Chat ail elevators al.ong
the railways bo placed under state supervision.
It aise preposedl ta pis legislation te campel
railway cempanies Ce furnish sites for grain
elevatars or warehoaees te any party or parties,
for huildings with a capacity of net laits tban
5,000 bambolu. WVith ail theso bill% undr
coasideratien, eut neighbors te the south sccin
deteroîiaed ta paus anme kind et a measure la
the lino of grain trade logislition, and the most
iikcly fori ls a bill Ce provide for stato super.
vision ot the elevators.

BR1UT IN 'WHEAT.
A paper was read at a meeting et the South

Brandon farmera' instrtuto saine turne ago, by
Wm. Huai, upan sut. Hia tbeery in that
aut is net a fngus, and thst Choretore the
bluestone treataient te preveat amut in ancena.
Ho advieed fermera net ta boChet with bine.
staniag their wheat, as iL coula do ne good.
Tncz ComuzRciAL will not enter into a dis.
cassien as ta wbat itint is, but Mr. Hall is cor-
tainiy wreng ia lin theories. It han been
proved ovor and over again, as conclusively as
the tact that twe ana two makoe 4, Chat biue.
stone docs prevent amnut. Whatever Mr.
Hull!s theories may bo, the tact cannot bc dis.
pated by any persan open te listen te toison,
that tae proper treatneat et seuid wlth bine-

stone wiil inaure Immuaity frein sut. Th
tact existe, and bas heen preved yoar ater
yeax, Chat the truataient of sead la titis way
wiIl preveat sticut. If aay fariner lias faiied au
oaaing tbis resulit, i as becauso lits troak-
ment et the sceui han net beeau thorough, or
ths bluestane used was net et geed quaity.

I. la to bo regrottedl that this paper by Mr.
Huil lias been publitshod tbroughaut the courn.
try, as it m«.y induce saime farinera te foollshay
neget this sure mecans o! prrsver.îiag smut,
ri'. T. Shutt, ohembst, at the Central expert.
mental fana et Ottawa, commente vory sevcre-
iy on the pape r hy Mfr. Hull. He mays la his
closing sentence : "The wbeie worid et botani.
cal anîd aicroscoro science prodaans in wverdi
Chat admit et ne docaht tho character oeta
sinut>. They are undaubtedly fungi and pro.
pagated by spores. 1 wouid urge upen yen
tho neceâsity et Impreaslug upon Our farinera
the value et the bluestoe treatment, if aur
fnture crops are te bo savedl tramn saut."

?IABJKET PEOgLIARITIES.
Thle styleofe package biai a graat doit te do

with tho sale et most cels et gol. hi tita
facturera who do au extensive trale ae coder-
stand Chis. Ia undertaking te catar for a new
markaat, tho first nove et the manufacturer
aboutit bo ta leara the styleofe paikago ro-
qairefi for that market. Negleet of Chui point
trcquontly leada ta failuro nul lois, %%hera a
little regard for the poculiarities et the mnarket
woulil have breught about auocess. Superior
produots are sometirnes'passedl ovor, and au la.
ferler article takea, siîcîply bocauso the style et
package dees net suit the requirenientset the
nîarküt. The minufttoturor wbo weuid do an
exteniiv> and widely distrihetedl trado in pick.
aga gouda, muet, theretore, atady the pecaliar
requirementa et each market.

Evocu la Our own counatry thoro la a wide dii.
terence in the reqaireaients of varions marheti,
in the matter et style et package et sarie et uur
mant staplo qoods. To show ibis we do aot re-
quire ta go hoyond the leading comrmodity of
fleur. Beginaiing at the e-itrome ent, we find
that the Crado demanda Chat flenr shall ho put
up in barrois. Miliers who do ax maritime pîro.
vince trade underatand iis. Comiag ciii ta
Mantreal tho Crado calis fer 140 poend sacki
principally. Taranto and west requîtes 140
pauna aacks, and a coasiderable auniher ohl 93
pound sacles. la 'Winnipeg the Crado tairas 9S
and 49 pound sacke, Ia British Columbia, the
Victoria aarket calle for 49 potind saoks, but
tbey muet bè la jute oniy, whercas the asuii
rul is te maire 93 potnd sacks of jute, and 49
ana 24 pouinasacha et cattea. Ou the asie.
land ef British Columbhia the 49 pouadi sack is
what in wanted alîo, but, unliko Victoria, à
cotton saok euly 1a wantcd. This shows sonte
et the l)eculiarities et aur ewn market in aci
a staple comnîadity asi tho staff et lite. lanc
facturera in ether linos et gonds bave ais. tu
piovide for eaillar conditions. Wbon it cafnes
ta the expert fleur Crado stili further styles cf
packages have te bo pravided. The expert
Crado la usually done la jute =a, and the
British market requires 1280 and 140 lpoana
scks. A barraI of fleur là alwraya net wcight,
bat a aack la always grass weight.


