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THE PRICE OF °“°NEWS ‘',

TIME may have been in this country when makers of
A “aews * could get 6 to 10 cents a pound for it, but that
The imtoduction of improved machery for the
production of pulp and of swift machines for the manufacture of
paper has brought down the price. Morcover, the gradual ten-
deney of prices in general, dunng the past five yeats or more, to
keep steadily on the down grade must hase had its effect on
prices.

Unie 1s past,

Some time ago the paper manufacturers held meetings and
tricd to agrec on prices. “News™ then was to be sold at 3: cents
por pound.  But the price has gradually dwindled down to 3
cenis, and ids fair to go below. Anybody can buy it now at
3 or 3%, cents, and a carload at 3 cents is not a great bargain,

The largest contracts have been placed lately at 27y cents,
ane an odd sale is reposted at 23, Sometimes this is a straight
cut. m other cases the paper is sold at 3 cents and an 3y or
cent per pound taken in advertisig,

It waill thus be seen that at present there is no bottom
to the matket, and the presemt price depends on the buyers
power 1o play off one agent against another. These sellers have
no rule and no final price. . They are merely hedgers, not busi-
They sell for what they can get, and the man who
trusts them most maphantly s the man who pays the highest
price. The lamb is fleecced, and the bear is given the
deliwvacies

110 e,

But the prce s gomng sull lower. United States mills are
otfermg o lav down *news ® in Toronto or Montreal at 2,623
cents. The pnce on the wharf at New York for eaport to South
Mnea, Aoamba ar Lurope s sto. The daty coming into
Canada v 23 per cent, thus making the cost 2,025 cents per
pound. 1t will thus be seen that the United States manufac-
turer will sell for 2 10 cents at s null and pay the freight to
Turonto or Montreal,

1 the Umited States manufactuter can make *‘news™at 210
atlns aull, why cannot the Canadian manufacturer?  “The price
of domestic * news” must come down o 2 45 to 3 cents for small
Tots anmd to 2 627, tor catloads i order 10 comprete successfully
with the Umited SNates anlis, I they cannot sell at that price,
thev had better 2ot out of husines at onee.

Another thurg which leads 1o this comddusion is that the
pnce of “news” an London, England, has dropped to a penm
apound.  Uhis means twa thigs, o the fist place it means
that Great Butamn s gomg 1o take less of the Unatad States palp,
andas gomg o manufaciute her own “anews 7 from Norway oy
Canadian wood pulp 1t the ~evond place 1 means that more
U mted States “news Wil be thiownon the Canadian and Aus
trahian markets, with the ustal consespuent shaving of paices.
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If Canadian manufacturers are to continue to supply Can-
adian publishers with “ news ™ they must adopt the  best ma-
chincry, the latest and most approved systems of manuafacturing,
and be what are known as energetic manufacturers.

FThere 15 no reason for them 1o eapect that the present pro-
tection of 235 per cent. will ever be increased.  This is a fairly
high rate, and more than a revenue rate, which is usually placed
at 178 pereent. The influence of Free ‘Traders, Patrous of
Industry, cte., will cficctuatly prevent any further increase of the
tariff, and no relief against low prices is at all likely from a Gov-
crnmental quarter.  In fact, a reduction is much more probable,
and this possibility should always be borae iu mind.

AN NMNISTORICAL MILL.

I.\' Canada there is a most important mill, one which has made

an cpoch in the history of an industry, and one which will
always be historical so far as that industry is concerned.  The
story is interesting and has never got into print before.

Speaking with a paper manufacturer the other day, he was
saying that business was brisk, and added: = Why, 1 often
o behind in my orders for high grade papers because 1 cannat
procure Grade A sulphite fibre, or sometimes 1 am forced 1o use
Grade 8.7 1 asked him if the Eddy Co. did not turn out
cnough from their big sulphite mill 1o supply Canada, and he
replicd : “ Oh, 1 wouldnt buy from an opposition paper mill,
1 would sooncr let my own null stand idle than do that.™”

Previous to hearing that, 1 had always thought that the
story of the big sulphite mill might be somewhat fanciful and 1
was afraid to tell it.  But that settled my unbelicf.

“This bi mill went up on the bank of the Quawa efore the
E. B Eddy Co. ever owned a paper-making macline.  The
intention was to supply sulphite fibre to Canadian manufactur-
ers of paper, who would naturally be supposed to prefer Cana-
dhan fibre to United States fibre.

Fhe mill was bailt, and T am old that I am the only news.
paper man who ever had the privilege of secing the inside of it
Tt is a beauty, and to go through it and watch the logs coming
up the gangways in an unceasing and unbroken line, see them
sawn into blocks about three feet long, then basked, then again
sawn into blocks a few inches thick, sorted and passed on to the
three preat fortv-foat hotlets, then an ta the grinders and
through the machines into great rolls of flaky sulphite fibre
ready for shipment was a noved, and enriching esperience.

As | have said, the mill was built and the pulp was made,
but nobady in Canada would buy it. 1t kad 1o be sold in the
United States., becawse it was boveotted by domestic paper men,

This was disheartening, and the E. B, Eddy Co. got angry,
Resuit The KB Eddy Co. put in paper-making machinery,
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