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THE ORXTIO.

FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS

« Now," aaid tho editor of the Quoliosh Qenius of Liberty to his renatter,
“ in’ your work I »*all lock for s cslm, dispsssionats statemont of fact, My
papet ia noted for its voracity, and no exsggoration is allowed on sny subject.
Do you think you undorstand that cloarly ?”

4 Yes, sir."

“Then you may sitend tho Bkimgullet-Dumequizzlo wedding which
takes placo st noon to-day, and 1'll sco how you handlo it,” said tho cditor
turning to his dosk.

Thia is what tho now ropotter handed in sftor tho festivities were over :—

4 It is tho custom of moat nowspapors, in giving accounts of local wed-

* dinge, to spesk of tho brido as beautiful, oven if sho is a3 ugly as a mud
fonco. Tho Grnins of Liberty scorne such {latlery, bowever. If » womsn
is beautiful, wo hesitite not to say so, but if aho is not, it is not our
fault. Wo proclaim tho fact. Wo wish wo could say that Miss Melinda
Dumsqu:zzie, who becameo Mrs, Donnis Skimgullet at noon to-day, was
lovoly in form and feature, but wo cannot.  \Whtlo wo have aeon uglier girls,
it must bo conceded by all impariial obsetvors that briok-dust hair and a
multitude of frecklos do not look woll on a biide. Howevoer, she did tho
bost she could under tho circumatances in woaring a tolurably thick veil, and
rigeed out assho was, in o dress of cream sstin, looked quil» prosentablo at
o distance. lardly so much can bo said of hor husband, who walked with
n limp, and whose sparsely sottled chin whiskers of a pale dun-color would
heve improved his appesrance if thoy had been shaved off. Wa ascertained
by caroful enquiry thst Skimgullet is old onough to bo his wife's fsthor,
‘and has, o point of fact, committed tho offence of matrimony twice beforo.
Somo say that both his formor wives woro starved to death ; othors, that he
worked thom to death. \Which is correct the Qenius of Liberly does not
pretond to eay. ‘Tho statements may bo given for what they may bo worth,
What Miss Dumsquizzie saw in him to marry isa mystory, unless sho thought
sho would be more succeesful than her predeceasorsin gotting hold of the money
which ho is said to keep buried somowhere on his farm. Wo hoard {t said
that hor fathor owed Skimgullot §135, snd that tho lalter threatened to
have bim arrested on a chargoe of furgery If he did not got Melioda to marey
him ; but this statement has not been vorified yet. Tho presonts were not
vory numorous, and the most expensive one that ho ssw was u poachblow vaso
worth a dollsr at rotail. The coupls left on the accommodation for a bridsl
tour of two days to Podunk. Wo asked the Rev, X. E. Geticks how much
tho groom gave him for tying tho knot, and ho said seventy-fivo cents. This,
thorefure, can bo relied on as official.”

“ Young wan,” said tbo editor, sfter reading tho reporter’s account, * you
aro for too high a genius to bary your talent in a small place liko Quohosh,
I would hiko to keop you, but I am suro that would be dofug you sn injus-
tico. T think you had botter go to Now York, whoro your talents will bo
appreciated, as they deserve. And, by tho way, when you gc to the station
to buy your ticket avoid making the fatal mistake of buying a return ticket.
We sro fund of you, but not so very fond that absonce could fail to incroase
}t}"—}W. Il. Siviter, in the Editor's Droucer, in Harper's Magazing for

arch.

COMMERCIAL,

General business continues quiot. This ia largely accounted for by the
prolonged cold weather and backward spring, which appoars to bo goneral
all over the Dominion. As long es theso unfavorablo climatic conditions
con:nuo there cannot bo much improvement in trade, as tho country rosds
are in an ajmust impassablo state, preventing freo intorchango of commodi-
ties and making business in the conntry extromely dull. Wholesalo mer
chants are, howover, anticipatiog a decided improvement beforo long, as
country morchants genorally aro short of stocks, ond will need considerable
additivns to sstisfy tho demsands of spring trade,

The Guvernment of Newfoundland has succesded in getting through the
year with a balance on the right side of its cash book of 8215,000. In
viow of this the Guvernment feels warranted in announcing a reduction of
five cents a barrel in tho duty on fluor and of twenty-fivo cente a barrel in
tho duty on pork. This should be good news to dealers in this country
who supply Newfoundlsnd. Tho blue books show that during the year
ondicg Juno 30th last Canada sent to Nowfoundland 126,746 barrels of
flour, velued at £593,749, and 61,292 pounds of pork, valued at 34,468,
With the moro amiable feoling between Canada and Newfourdland on the
one hand and the lowered duties on theso two articles on the other, we
shou'd be able to do a largely increased business with the sister colony that
guards tho gulf,

Mr. Clarke Wallaco, Comptrollor of Customs, had an ioterr.ow a fow
days ago with a number of importing merchants at tho Board of Trade
roums at Montreal, to hear their complainta as to the irzregalar appraisemont
of dutiable goods at the very numerous custom houses throughout the Domin
ion. Mr. Wallace, after listoning to the werchants, promised attontion to
their griovancos, and announced the carly publication of a custom houso
directory, which will loave nothing to be desired. * With this in his hand,”
the Minster said, * overy Collector from Vancouver to Cape Breton would
lovy cxactly the ssme daty on the ssme goods from this time honceforth.”
Uader our presont tariff the particular rate of doty payable on importations
is not a mattor of fact, but one of opinion, and it was ovidently the intention
of tho framers of our tarifl that it should so be. Custow housos are not
catablished whon tho exigencies of trado requiro and call for them, but in the
majority of cases thoy wero established and aro maintained to meot political
cxigencies. Consoquontly, each outlying Colloctor fools that ho owes it to
bis locality to juatify his existonco as a Colloctor by bringing businesa to his

offico, That ho should frequently hold sn opinion which diverges lsrgely
from that of bis brothor-Colloctor in somo great contso such su Halifax, 8t
John, Moutroal, oto, ; and 1hat his opinion shoold favor the importes is fuevi-
table, oven if tho suthorities do not deliborately intend that it should be so.
What tho conntry needs and what tho merchants intercsted abould impross
upon tho Governmont is the neccasity for the simplification of tariff and
tovonuo duties, Aftor thisall clue that is dosirablo will follow as & mattor of
course,

WrekLY Finanoist Review or Hesnr Cuews axp Co,, New York,
Arnis 16, 1803,—* Tho past weok in Wall Stroot has dovoloped somo reac-
tionary foatures, Tho sharp movemont in My whoat at Chicago has sug-
gested the poestbility of troublo in tho immoneo apoculations in that staple,
Tho revival of gold oxports on a soalo largor than had beon expoctod at the
presont atago, and tho prospeat of liko lsrgo shipmonts noxt weok, have re-
nowod tho sousitivoness conmected with that factor and stimulated the
couragoe of the * bosr? sido, whilo inducing spoculative holdors to lighton
thoir load. Tho unfaverablo oharactor of tho Apnit ropott of tho Depart.
went of Agrioultuio also had a tondoncy to offect stocks unfavorably,
cspooially those of the grain rosds. Oa Thursday's market cimo tho report
of tho failuro of tho Fogliah, Scottish and Australian Chartezod Bank of
Londonp, with 840,000,000 of lnbilities ; whish naturally suxgosted the pos-
aibility of sympathetic effects upon Amotican ecourities in Europo. Simul-
tsncously came tho informstion that tho Governor of Nobrarka had signed
tho * mex/mum rato * bill, which will have tho effeot of reducing rail rates
20 por cont on tho roads in that Stste—s mattor of no small consequonco to
an important group of lines. The industrial atocks havo ospecislly folt tho
effect of theso unfavorablo influoncos, from tho fact that, being uneatisfac-
tory s collaterals, thoy are subject moro than other securitlos to sympathizs
with s stringent condition of the monoy market.

This is & somnewhat serious chaptor of accidonts, and their effeot has beon
tho moro felt becsuso of their happening simultaneously. Broiks of this
charsotor aro, howover, to bo oxpected so long as cottain atubborn factora
disturbing confidencs ave continued. Fatemost amoug those fuctars ig tho
unsettled conditition of the silver problom. Until eithor an internatiznal
sgroomont eattles it, or tho Sherman Act of 1890 is repealed, this can only
be regarded as a monace to our currency syatem snd thorofors to a large pro-
portion of our investmenta, with consequent danger of oscillations of foreign
confidenco in our eccurities. This spocial exposure aggrivates the appto-
bonsions connocted with exports of gold. Under oxisting circumstances,
tho country neods to keop up its supply of gold as an offiet against tho large
amounts of silver monoy we are creating ; snd yet our silver iesues aid in
driving out our gold, and, in proportion as that process oxpands, our credit
abroad 1s lisblo to auffer and our secutities there hold aro subject to being
returned. There is here » sort of uncoutrollablo confusion of causo and
effect, which begets indefinito apprehonsions and sggravates the consequon-
cea arising from all othor csuees of disturbance.

It has been hoped that tho outflow of gold might bo checked through
the revival of the exports of prodaco; but that bopo bas not yet been in
sny measuro realized. Speculation still holds back the immonse valuo of
surplus whoat, corn, cotton and provisions from export; and, 8o far as
rospects whoat, the Aptil official crop report has encouraged the disposition to
bold for higher prices. It now looks as thongh thers might be found no
way out of this speculalive dead-lock excopt through gold being oxported
instead of products to such an extent as to produce a prossuro in tho monoy
matkot that would compol holders of theso products to reloase them for
oxport. Thera csn bo no quostion that this hoarding of some $150,000,060
of prodacts which vught, in tho ordinaty courso of things, to have boon ore
this largely distributed smong others is producing very ombarrassing dorange-
ments 10 the courso of tho foreign oxchsnges, and the country hss rarely
been in a condition iv ®hih it could so ill-afford to stand exposed to such
derangomonts, Had cho export trade been permitted to take its nstural
course, wo should probably have had to-day fifty millions more gold in the
banks and the Treasury than wo actually have; nor is thit the only misfor-
tano , wo have alsv been compolicd by these circomstances to inonr a vory
largo tomporary opon indebiedness to Europo, demand for the sottlemont of
which may come upon us at any time. What can bs said for the pradence
of speculaturs who are thus piling upon thoir heads a prossaro that may
srush them at any momont 3

Thoso sro disturbing olomonts in the situation that can be remedied in
no other way than by working out their own cure. Aod that romedy osn
come only through an adjustmont between tho rango of values on the staples
spucifiod, a3 botween tho foreign and domeostic mackets, Thera may have to
bo a yielding of prices on both sides of the Atlantic; but considering, first,
that e are the more dependont of the two sides, next, that our prices must
bo rogarded as illegitimately high in view of the uoususl largeness of our
expottable surplus st this stago of tho seazon, and, noxt, that the condition
of tho howe money markot is likely to compol realizing on these staples—in
viow of these facts, tho probability is that most of the necessary concession
will have to bo mado by our holdors. Until this adjustment betweon do-
mestic holders and foreign buyers have boen effected, thero can bo no resl
confidonco in casy working of financisl aflairs, and the stpck markot mast
stand oxposed to uasettling sarprises, So soon, howover, as tho World's
Falr opens, pubiic attention will be largely diverted from theso disturbing
conditions , and, thongh tiat exhilarating oxcitement cannot remove the
soal causes of distuzbance, yo. it will prove an important inflaence towards
poutralizing their effects upon tho spirit of stock oxchange oporations ; and
tho increased ratlroad earnings consegr.ént upon thoe Fair travel will equally
operate in that direction,”

SRra———

Tnstant relict for croup, by usng Johnson's Ancdyne Linimeat internal as weli as
cxtoraal,



