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THE CRITIC.

HOME AND FARM.

—

THE MARITIME EXPERIMENT STATION.

Nappan is n smnll station about fivo miles south-cast of Ambierst, in the
county of Cumberland, N.S. It is only n fow ceattad farmhouses overlook-
ing the junction of tho Maccan and Nappan rivera, About half a mile
from the railroad station by tho highway, (which might have beon made
straight but for some unaccountablo roason was_straightened by being mado
crooked a shoit time ago, probably on the principlo that the farthest way
round is the shortost way hewe), is tho Dominion Experimount Station.

An oxperiment station is a placo where all manner of experimouting in
connection with furming is carricd out.  Itis a placo whaero they try to do not
only good farming lut also poor farming, in order to find out the reasons
why a certain mothod is good and nnother is bad practice. Thoro they try
to lind out now methods as woll as test the old, All kinds of sceda aro

tried to find out which is the best adapted to the various counditions under.

which they are grown. Cattle are oxperimented with as wull as all other
Kinda of stock, to soo what feed and in whit proportion is best adapted to
nwko then grow, o fact, overy line of work that is counccted with the
fuam is investigated.  Iu most oxperimont stations o rigid watch 13 kopt on
tho fertilizers solid iu tho country. All frauls or adulterstivas of foods aro
suppressed. They try to mako themsolves as usoful as pussible in overy way
to tho farmor.

The station cousists of three hundred aund twenty acres which lie facing
the Chianecto Bay. It is divided by the railrorwd as well as the highway,
and as tho marsh is in a separate piece, the farm is really divided into four.
The marsh lies, curiously envugh, adjotning the diko 1n 4 loug narrow stnip,
The current of thes Nappan river is such that it is constsntly eocroaching oo
the dike, and evidently compellod the former owner to dike iuside of the old
dikes. The Government have a big job on their hands if they rucceced in
preserving this marsh from thoe inroads of old Neptuue. Tho marsh nself 18
vory vatriable in character, somo of it being zood, and somo of it from present
appearances not inuch good. Indeed some will not yield overa half a tou of hay
to the acro this year. Thoe sol of the npland is of a variable charactar. It
varies from sand to clay, and is well adapted to experimental work. It will
all requirs draining. Oun the top of the hills are water holes that it is s.id
wero never dry since tho country has been settled.

As the Government have only had positasion for a short timo thoy have
been busy clearing up the ground, taking up old fences and plowing the
wround preparatory to future uso. Thero aze no buil lings of value on the
placs except the farm dwellivg, which is a good looking house,

1t seems gond to see a drill for putlivg ia ygraic 12 uso instead of tho
universal custom of gowing by hand  Thure sre other iostruments which
would be of valuo to have iutroduced to our furmers which are not on the
farm.

Thero aro some oxperiments nuder way slraady.  Various pluts of the
different varieties of cats, wheut snd barley are growing. Most of them aio
Russian, It is interestivg to note Lew much better the Canadiay varieties
do than thoso which have come from near the artic cirele. It is difficult to
seco just what benefit theso experiments will do us.  If noother kinds would
grow here wo might hope to find one that would. But these grains grow
hero to perfection, and wo c.nnot hope to iroprove on them by importing
the dwarfed plants that have survived the Russiau colds, nor does it seem
necessary to import larches, firs und spruce that are native here.

Iv tho way of fruite the picspects of vsluable work are splendid. 1t is
proposed to try all tho numerous kinds of [ruit, both large nud small
Already they have n number of kinds of strawberries, raspherries, binck-
berrics, curtants, goosebortics, ctc  Vegetables aro recuiving their proper
shase of attontion. They intend shortly to build a grosa-hju-e.

‘Thae station is just begiuning its wark and it would b: aafiic to offer any
criticism. It is evident toany thoughtful porson that it takes tine to perform
valuablo experiments, and the public should expect no very valuable reports
for a year or two, a8 evervthing will have to be prepared beforo the real
experiments can be beguu.  Thero i3 a great field of work and usefuinoss
beforo this station, aud thesuperintendent has the best interests of his fcllow
farmers at heart, and can bo trusted to do all that can be done for them. [t
ig a pity that the Goverament «lo not provids him with more assistince than
simply a horticulturist. Unete are finlds of work that cannot boe touched
becauso thero is no chumist thers to assist in the work.

ENSILAGE.
Pant III.—Crors run Exsitace.

Some +1-hsiastic propsgators of cnsilage theories have claimed that ut
mado 1o st reneo what crops were used, and that i worked equally woll
with all  Lvery now and then romeove still comes out in an article advo-
cating this viow, but its advocates are rapidly growing less numerous.

Maizo in some of ils various forms 18 now the gencrally accupled crop
which is used ubivorsally fur this purpose. The roasoms for this aro
numerous and valid. In the first placo this inx the only way that some
varicties can bo preserved, except by leavig them in the field and drawing
them iv as wanted. Even those kinds that can bo dricd so that they may
be putin a stack or icow are always difficult to cure properly, and losoa
great deal even when the conditivns are most favorable. Jeveco whoraver
corn is grown this methed becomes as soon as introduced very popular for
proserving this crop. This rccounts for its popularity with maize, but does
uot show why it is not valuable with other crops.
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this case the clovor-hay has about tho samo compositinu that tho groon clory
had except the water. It is impossiblo to presorve oithor grass or clover o
ensilago without o sorious loss at tho best. It is safo to say that it canny
bo proserved with tho prosont knowledge of onsilage-making any bottor thy,
it would bo if oxposed to n moderato storm. It might ba moro palatable o
onsilago, but no moro nutritious. Tho chancoes aro all iu favor of making by
rathor than onsilago out of grass and clover. If it does not got o storm i
will Le Lotter by far than it would as onsilage, nnd if it docs geb wet, io nip,
cases out of ten it will be as good,

It has beon shown by numorous experimonts that the loss of makiy,
cusilngo out of coru is graat, but it has alec boon shown that 83 far thero it
no belter way known. Our climate is such that hay can usually bo mag,
without very groat risk of injury if it is proporly manuged. The unfortunay
season is the exception, not the rule. It would bo an unwiso thing to attemp
to use grase or clover for ensilage.

*. FROM TRURO TO MAITLAND.
‘I'ho Provinco of Nova Scotis abounds in boautiful drives, fino landscaps,
and charming sconery. Whoravor ono turns, tho cyo is charmod wny
beautiful sizhts.  One of theso intoresting drives is from Truro to Mutlany,
Al along tho road, without excoption, there is nothing but what ploss,
Tho farms ure so fortile, tho houses aro sc attractive, overything looks
prosperous, that one cin scarcoly holp envying their possossors,

‘I'here uro many lessons to bo learned from this drive. ‘The yards around
tho houses and barns aro so clean and kopt in such order. ‘Things ars ng
thrown around without regard to appoarancss. The farms aro woll titled, sy
shown by tho absence of weeds. DBut fuw cattle were pasturing 1n the read,

1Tow many roads twolvo tiles long ecan havo theso things said of them
It is teo cornmonly the csse that quite the roversois true. The cattlo pastan
in tho road, the weeds grow promiscuously, and the dooryard looks asif
had been wmado the general receptacle for all that was not in use on tho farg,
and fur all the trash that could be found.

NUTES.

The prospects are splendid for an excellent crop of fruit this fall. I
overy part of the Drovinco tho trees have Leen covered with an immeny
numbor of blossums, The fine wosther will assist the setting of thé fruit.

The grass has made wonderful growth the 1t few weoks in most partsof
the Province. A little more rsin would havoe assisted it.

Sce: that all repairs aro made on the mowor and the othor tools for hayieg
before it is necessary to use thom.

How muny know about the * Ruaral New Yorker's trench systom”d
growing potatoes? It is a capital way. It will bo described in a few weeks

Nover sign your namo to any paper for a strangar, no malter hos
innocent it may look, fur it wnay roturn as n note.

Coarsoe, medium, and fine ground bono mosl aro all sold at the sum
prices.  The fine is worth double the coarse, Tho coarss picces of bono my
liv in tho ground for years before bocoming available.

The Provincial Exhibition will boe hold in Truro this year. A committy
was recently solected by the citizens of this outorprising tows in connectia
with this exhibition. Tha president of the committoe is Mr. James Non,
and tho secretary is Mr. W. D. Dimock. Considering tho great experiene
theso gentlowen have had, it is difficult to conceive how two mon bette
fitted for their work could have been found. Their selection assuresth
success of tho exhibition as far as it can be assurad.

The Bath and West of England Society have boen conducting a seris
of experiments. They have undertaken a novel, nnd cortainly wise, metd
of performing them. This i3 to have tho same oxperiments pertormed bys
number of farmors at tho same time. This allows them to draw general e
clusions in one year, which it would tako long years to arrive st on &}
singlo furin, or at any oxperiwent station. These experiments cannot b
being of the greatest bonefit to the farmers thomselves who porform thes,
besides the instruction they give to all others.

Tar Excrisn Srannow.—Nova Scotia fruit growers have beon discosi
the Engliah sparrow, which has become 8o numerous in the provinces sin
ita introduction & fow years ngo. Thoy wero unable, howevor, to deck
whether it was their cnemy or friond, no one present being prepared los)
that b had suffered any injury by reason of it.

A day's extra work proparing the soil may make many bushels differess
in the final yicld.

Modorato confinemont and plonty of corn meal and boiled

polatoss v
put tho desired “ pound of flesh™ on the young goose. :

Abvics To MoTins.—Are you disturbed at night and broken of your rest byasd
child auffering and crying with pAin of Cutting Tecth? If so, send at onca_u_ﬂ 3
bottle of * M Winalow's Soothing Syrup,” for Children Teething. Itevalueis e
able. It will reliove the poor little ‘suflerer iwtediately. Depend upon it e
there i« no mistake about it, It cures Uysentery and Diamrhaa, regulates the

In a favorabls season for hay-making practically none of tho valuable
matetials of tho hay are lost. Somo may bo rendered alittle moro indiges-
tiblo but that is all. Clover is hardor to curo than geass, but even

and Bowelr, cures Wind Calic, roftens the Gums, reduces Inflammation, and girsi®
and energy to the whole xystem. * Mrs. Winslow’s Soathing Syrup™ for children t
l is pleasant to Lhe tasts, and is the prescription of one of the oldest and Lest fezale

cians and nures in the United States, and is for sale by all druggists throsgbat
world. Price, 25 centa a bottle. ! v w




