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s he editor of THECRITIC i reaprnnilile (oF the 71iews expressed in Editorial Noten aud
- .ngicleﬂ. and for such only . .but tio editor ia not £ bo anderstond as endorsing tho senti-
smonteexpressed fn tho artfeles contiibuted to this Journal  Oui ceaders are capable «f
‘Approving or disapproving of any part of an article or contents of the paper: and after

Jaxarciing duecare as to what is to appear in our coluinns, wo xhall leave the rost to thelr
Iatelligent judiment,

)
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

-3 ysdwenty leading citizens of Ashland (Wis.) are said to be in jail for not
.3kavelling the snow off their sidewalks. How many citizens of Halifax
- :pgght 1o be in the eame predicament ?
"ok

‘%: The Chronicle of last Saturday has an erticle temperately deprecating

‘:1};;: cxpenditure of the Miltia Depariment.  Undoubtedly the difference

.hetween the lowest figure in 13 years, 550,451 (1876 7), and that esti

:mated for 1887-8, §1,293. 00. 15 striking, but much minule examination of

f;illgt:cmcm of what has been done. and contrast of the conditions of different

-{Pgriods, is required 1o arnve at a just esumate. We propose to examine this
bject when the Militia Blue Book comes to hand.

; Heie is 2 novel idea in insurances which hails from the duchy of
hleswig. Will any of our enterprising companics take it up ? At the birth
iﬁja girl the f:nh.er inscnbes the child's name 10 the books of the company.
.}”agd Pays a certain sum every year.  \When his daughter reaches her twenty-
¢ m_mh year and is sl unmarned, she 1s entitled to a certain income and to a
ogxplc of well-furnished ruems 1n a house belonging to the company, which

inhabited by other spinsters who have become members. In case she

dics or marrics all her rights are forfeited, and the money paid in reverts to
fihe conipany.

B The following statistics of the C. P. R, the great national highway,
giihould be of interest 1o all Canadians *—The company employs about
#%:5:000 men 10 operating the line, and in construction 1t has 400 loccmo
Kllves, 400 passenger cars, and about 10.000 freight care, to all which rolling
ock large additions are being made. The gross carnings for 1887 reached
‘f;.“.' S12,000,000. The company has sold 3.2 50,000 acres of its land for
phcarly Sro,000.0c0. exclusive of the 6 500,000 acres repurchased by the
overiment The Lake Superior section, concerning which much evil
v as Prophesied by the pessimists, is sclf-sustainirg from its own preat
\§mineral resources, independent of the through 1rafic  Mr Van Horne
golates that he could transport 5.000 troops with all impedimenta from
alifax to Vancouver in 7 days:
Bithe country may take a just pride'l
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Truly the C P R is ¢ work in which! d -
lxcbcllion, and every onc knew that if ever a criminal descrved his fate, Riel, -~

Tae Swturday Rediew is duwn un the Loudon Tures 10 its usuat caustic
fashion for airing dynamite scares on msuflicient information or authority.
IR the Saturday says, * the Times possesses knowledyge, it is mis-
chicevous to publish it ;" and we certninly think the Review is right.

The Bunlers' Menthly for December hopes * that Mr. Wiman and
Mr. Butterworth will tell our etizens exactly how Canada can collect
any revenue at our custom houses, or how we can coilect any revenue at
the Canadiau custom houscs, under the propused connnercial union pooling
arrangement, ‘This is the point.”

The London Bulletin says :—* The ladies of the aristocracy seem to be
gifted with more common sense than their liege lords. Mrs. Wheeler,
ex professional beauty, has opened a shop 1n Davies-street, Berkeley-square,
for the sale of decorative house work. Mrs. Guraey, a lady of the same
class, has started a dressmaker’s business. Onc of the Lennoxes—the
Duke of Richmond's family —has a shop for robes and dresses, and is doing
well.  Mis. Kerr, Lord Dunraven's sister in law, makes and sells bounnets
and hats ~as yet.only privately to her friecnds—and carns income sufficient
by the business to support a large family. Two sisters, daughters of a
well-known gencral in the army, recently opened a shop for chiidren’s
oo thing, ard made a picfit  f £300 in tee fust fow munths.  But these are
the successful ones. How mauy of our Christmas and New Year's cards
have this year been hand painted, if we only knew it, by ladies ¢ well
known in society ' "

The Chinese are nibbling very cautiously round the question of rail-
ways A swall line ef ab-ur two miles was peimitted to be constructed
and laid down in 1886, and a Chinese Viceroy honored the opening with
his presence, and touk a uip in a dravingsoom car,  The line has been
rundhing since.  Another line, entirely fur the cunveyance of coal, has eince
been authorized, and it is said the authoritics are not blind to its military
utility also. But the Chinese are inlenscly averse to entrusting strangers
with works ur the contrel of hem, and there is the great obstacle of the
supscretitious veneratiu £t the remains of the dead, wiieh, as the burying
g1 m @s extend to vant dintances teend the antient ciies, taght eastly be
di-tuil:ed by the operations of the navvy; and the desecration of the hones,
even of a Chinaman's mother-in law, might lead to a dangerous outbreak,
Nervertheless, an observer of expericnce thinks a Cinese rashway mania by
no means improbable.

In reference to the subject of Gymnastic Instruction in the Public
Schools, to which we alluded lagt week, we learn fruin an authority whoso
communication came to hand too late for insertion in this issue of THE
Critic, but which will appear in cur rcat, that there are in the city schools 106
teachers, with an average of abiut 55 [ upis cach.  This proportion_shows
the necessity of sv organizing as tu ¢nsate a large amouat of subordinate
instruction. Haif an hour twice a week would perhaps be the minimum of
instruction frown which any practical good would b denived.  In Ontario
the High Schools largely avail themselves of the provision made by the
Militia Department for drill, the Depariment providing a Dnll Instructor
where application is made, under certain condnions as to numbers, &c.
The corps so formed being of the nawre of Cader Corps, with their
officers, sclected from the senior puyils, are duly gazetted. This system,
0 far as we knuw, involves no expense, the instructors being selected from
the Artillery or Infantry Schools. At least this s the case five or six
years ago, and we believe it continues in furce. W< are not at this moment
awarc whether the-Nova Scotia High Schuols have ever availed themselves
of this facility, which involves some goud results in the way of wholesome
discipline. Cot

THE STATE OF PARTIES.

The opinion of those who postulate a strong opposition as a funda-
mental desideratum to systems of popular governuent fashioned after the
English parliamentary pattern, is utquestionably sound. ‘The temptations
of two sccure & tenure of power are almost tuo strong fur the purity of. any
party possessing it. _

It is, therefore, decidedly 1o be regreited that ** H. M. Opposition-in
the Dominion Patliament is undoubtedly the weaker for the cvents of the
last three years, and the line of action adopted duning that period. N

_We say three years, because we think the Liberal party perhaps. first
seriously damaged its prestige by tahing up the Ricl cry. Honesty is,
after all; the best policy, and the Ricl cry was esscnuially an insincere ong.
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Every onc knew in his own heart-that there-was no jusufication:for: armed
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