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Hahfax,N.S December 15, 1856.

WE beg to eall the special attention of
the Subordinate Divisions to the season-
able and important address of the G. W,
P., which will be found in gnother co-
lumn.

SENEX’s communieation, with his pro-
posed penal clauses, to be embodied in a
new License Law, should such an one be
framed, or added to the present Law,
should it be ccntinued, will probably eli-
cit various thoughts and feclings. Some
will entirely approve his propositions,
Judging that we cannot do better than
adopt some such measures, now that
there is no present hope of Prohibition.
Others will reject them altogether, as un-
suitable and impracticable.

Our worthy friend’s reasoning amounts
to this:—The Legislature, in the last ses-
sion, suspended action on the Prohibitory
Law, till the result of the experiment in
New Brunswick should appear, and will
not now do any thing, the New Bruns-
wick Law having been repealed; but
they have declared themselves in favour
of the principle, and are bound to do all
in their power to prevent the evils arising
from the traflic which they still allow the
continuance of ; they are aware of those
evils, and most of them have been charg-
ed by their constituents to remove them
out of the way. If, therciore, on what-
ever grounds, they decline cnacting a
Prohibitory Law, they cannot refuse to
take such steps &s may appear best adapt-
ed to neutralise the confessedly bad ten-
dencies of the drinking establishments.
They are under greatcr obligations to do
this, inasmuch as it is manifestly incum-
bent on them to give us an effectual sub-
stitute for Prohibition, supposing that
such a substitute can befound. The only
substitute that can be imagined is a strin-
gent License Law, faithfully executed.
Senex has drafted some clauses for that
Law.

Let them try it. If they will not give
us Prohibition, let them give us what
may be deeme.d the next best thing to it,
but by all raeans in honesty'and good
faith, or else they had better let it alone.
That is—members of the House must
take care not to nullify their own acts,

by assummg one clmr'lctt.r at thfax
and another at home. And if thcy wish
to gratify the friends of morality and
== 1good order by placing sovere checks and
restraints on the Rum traffic, in the man-
ner proposed by Sencx, they must ime
press on the Executive the necessity of
looking after the Magisfracy. It is ut-
terly in vain to ennct restrictive laws vn-
less vigorous, upright, fearless magis-
trates can be found, to carry them into
exceution.

We have no faith in any thing short of
Prohibition. You may regulate and ar-
range as you please, but wh'le you have
the ¢ accursed thing” amopg you, under
the sanction of the law, your efforts at
amelioration will fail. For if you first
license a trade, and then fence it round
with such restrictions that the trade can-
not be profitably carried on, will those
restrictions be enforced ?  Will not ma-
gistrates decline to interfere, and the pub-
lic look on with indifference? The only
cifective remedy for existing evils is the
suppression of the traflic in intoxicating
liquor, as a beverage.

They repealed the Prohibitory Law in
Maine, and replaced it by a stringent
License Law. What is the result? The
Licenee Law has proved a mere sham,
and Maine is again deluged with drunk-
enness. [he next move will be the re-
enactwent of Prohibition, and then Maine
will be herself again.

If Temperance men are true to the
cause, the next House of Assembly wiil
be a Prohibition-House. 'That is the ob-
ject we now aim at. DMen may be Con-
servatives or Liberals, or any thing else
they please, but if they want our votes
they must be Prokibition-men. There
must be no mistake about that. We give
fair warning of our intentions. Let tbe
politicians on all sides lay it to heart.

Possibly some think that the extreme
measure (as they affect to regard Prohi-
bition) may be avoided, by such enact-
ments as Senex suggests. Well—make
the trial. The field is before you. If
you can accomplish our object without
the adoption of our policy, do so. We
shall rejoice in your success. But we
bave i wpe of it.  Your failure, how-
cever, will pave the way for Prohibition.

Ong correspondent “ Micmace” will ac-

cept cur thanks for his suggestions, which

will be made use of as occasions occur
It has appeared expedient to us, on the
whole, not to print his letter, as som¢
points referred toin it are better discuss
ed in the Division Room than in a public
Journal. Ve beg to remind our corres
pondent that the Deputies ate appointed
by the G. W, P,, and are amenable «
him only.

Privck Epwanrp IsnaNp.—Welearn
from Heward's Gazette that “ the Annual
Session of the Grand Division was held
in Clarlottetown on Thursday, Oct. 30th.
The clection of officers and all the pro-
ceedings of the meeting were conducted
with the unanimity and cordial courtesy
that characterise the Brotherhood. Se-
veral represeatatives from the Subordi-
nate Divisions in the ruval districts were
present, ‘good men and true,” who gave
unmistakeable assurance of their un-
flinching devotion to the cause of Goil
and humanity.”

The oflicers for the Grand Division of
Prince Edward Islund for the year
1856-7 are—

G. W. P.—Rev C. J. Bur~NetT.

G. W. A—Mr Joux Riper.

G. Scribe—Mr P. DesBrisay.

G. T.—Mr G. R. Beer.

G. Chaplain—REev J. McMvuRrray.

G. Conductor—Mn JaMrs Evaxs.

G. Sentinel—Mr Jorx Scorr.

P. G. W. P.—Mgr J. W. DMorrison.

Mr J. Arbuckle is re-appointed Gene-
ral Agent. We shall be happy to report
his proceedings, and we trust he will act
as “ General Agent” for the Abstainer.
It will give us great pleasure to send a
thousand copies to Prince Edward Is-
land. Our correspondent, whose letter
appearsinanother column, gives a gloomy
account of the state of Temperance af-
fairs. The next communication, we trust,
will be more cheering.

Wk have received the following Que-
rY —
Mg. EpiTor,~— .

Dear Sir,—Will you, or some of
your correspondents, have the goodness
to inform us, through the columns of the
Abstainer, whetaer a Son of Temperanc, -
or member of a Temperance Society, is
justified by his pledge in voting for a
candidate for warden, or for the oﬁlce of
councillor, having authority to license
grog shops; knowing such candidate to



