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The extraordinary artw]es in Le Canadien of a week ago,
attacking what it it termed the ** foreign " religious Orders in
Canada, have been supplemented by a still more remarkable
one in I,' Union Liberale of Quebec, condemning, in sweeping
lerms, the “ foreign ** religious Orders as the authors of all
the ‘disputes and difticulties which have arisen between mem-
bers of the clergy in that Province. Whoever may be most
to blmne for any unhappy differences that exist in Freneh
Canadian ceclesiastical civeles, the publication of such articles
as those that have appeared in Le Canrdien and L' Union
Liberale lately, must be adjudged, in the present temper of
publie feeling, ns wicked and deplerable in the last degree.
They constitute a great, and what we fear will prove a wide-
reaching, scandal to relivvion in Canada.
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Thero is always more or less of dnn"er in anonymous
writing.  An English contemporary, referring to the decision
of Rome in favour of Father Lambert in the dispute between
him and Dishop McQuade of Rochester, which.had its origin
n a newspaper controversy, observes that the moral is that
if anonymity is quee assumed it ought to be maintamed to
the end.  “We have sometimes wondered what might be
the result,” it says, * when *Senex’ and * Verax' have
been contending with much warmth in our columns, if our
correspondents should discover that they both lived under
one roof, and that “Senex' was the parish priest who was
being taught a thing or two by ¢ Verax,’ qu youngest curate.”
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Anaccount will be found clsewhere in our pages of the
speech of Sir Charles Russell, the counsel for Mr. Parnell, on
the re-assembhing of the Commisgion. Perhaps the most pathetic
poriton of the speech we learn, was that in which he told how
the {umea rejorced in 1846-7 at the famine which was thinmug
out the Insh, and bratally insulted the starving scores of
thouaands who swarmed to the seaports for emigration,
likening them to rats who crawled from a drowning ship {0 a

“that any movement could succeed in England, provided it
had three things  a good cause, persistent workers, and the
hostility of the Times.”

Sir Charles Russell in showing on Tuesday that 1f the Times
had been consistent in nothing else. it hind been consistent in
its relentiess hostility to the rsh people, reminded the
Commissioners that the Times had vilified the Lrish priest-
hood, calling them «u band of suepheed ruffians,” and also
recalled the fact that away buck in Lord Mulgrave's tims it
had reprosched the Liberal Vicersy for deving to iuvite to
dinner that rancorous, foul mouthed ruffian, O Conunell.”

A special correspondent of the Manchester Guardian voferring
to Sir Charles Russell's thoughtful and deeply sympathetic
statement of his country’s unhappy story, on Tuesday last
says: Often the sobs came unbidden into his voice as he earried
forward tho narrative, and still more often the undisgnised
interest of the Justices and the almost breathless silence of
the courtroom, atiested the depth of the impression hissineerity
of i'cclm-' and his cloquence were mnking.

The speech of Sn‘ Charles Russell has been by far the most
mnportant event of the pust weeh.  So fur as we can judge
from the press comments, it marks a pericd m the political
lustory of the country. Than the cause which was his to
defend, no counsel perhups, ever hul greator,
back for a parallel to Lord Brougham's defence of Queen
Carohne, or to Burhe s impeachment of Warren Hastings.

One hes to go

The 1umes—"Tory consprracy agamst Mr. Paruell and thelnsh
Parlinmentary party. wlich muoounted, in effect, to avast Gov-
ernment proseeution, was in reality an attempt to do what
Edmuud Burke declared had never been successfully done—
to draw an indictment against a whole nation.  Sir Charles
Russell's task before the judges was to clear a whole nation
from libel. If Brougham brought to the defence of Queen
Caroline an enthusinsm born of behief in her innocence, and
Burke to his indictinent of Hustings the whole foree and feel-
ing of a nature which was stirred to its depths by the story
of the sufferings. of the [ndian population, Sir Charles
Russell, we may be save. was animated by incentives not
less deep or dear.  The man as well as the politician was
aroused within him.  The Weekly Register of London has well
put it : « Himself an Irishian, he has Ireland for his client.
A Catholie, he has to expose wrongs inflicted upon his people
from Lostility to their ereed , to trace to that persecution of the
past, many a presant il and perforee to persungle England,
if not the Court, that the clergy of Irland are better spokes
wen fur its pupulation than the policcman and the mformer,
As a lover of the British Fpire, Sir Charles has the motive
of a double patriotism in clearimg away the irrolevancies
which chioke the undérstunding of the true facts and hopes
and fears at issue between Fngland and Ireland



