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" Tho Grent General Staft ie subdivill—é(i_i—r{ ":m_xd'tho—l*tu

to (a) tho General Stall proper, consisting
of 3 chiefs of division, 6 ficld officers and 15
captains ; (d) the Secondry Gencral Statf,
whose oflicers are intended for purely scien

tific purposes, and consists of f chiefs of di

vision, 5 field officers, and 12 captains.

The first of those two ca'egories is divi
ded into three, divisivns, or ‘theatres of
war,” each under a chief, ns follows :

1 The First Division, which occupies it
gelf with all countries oa-t of Germany, in®
cluding Austrin and Scandinavia.

2. Tho Second Division, with Germany,
Switzerland,, and Ialy.

3 The Third Division, with all countries
to the west of the Second Division,

In respect of the countries to which it is
assigned, oach division must always possess
full information in regard to the organiza
tion, strength, and state of preparativn of
the armies, and all impdrtunt military con-
siderations, peculiarities asa tligatre of war,
oto,, 80 that immediatély upon the break-
10g out of a war a completo basis for a plan
of operalions may be ready.

The second catogory is organized in. four
divisions, edch under a chief, viz.

4., The Division of Military History, which
1s occupied. in working up the detnils of past
campnigns, 80 as to muko their exporience
ayailable in the present and future.

5. The Division of Geography and Statis*
tics, with the collection of maps.

6. The Topographieal Division, for the
survey of the.country.

7. ‘The Railway Division.

The number of the generasl st.ff officers
at.the head quarters of commands varies in
peace and war. In war the number asssign
cd to each srmy torps is as follows. 1 chief
of staft, 1 field ofticer, 2 capidins, 1 ficld offi
ceror captain.with-each division. .

The numberand rank 6f thosb "assigned
to the headquarters of armies, and with the
great general-head quarters, vary according
to circumstances.

The duties of the officers atiached to
head quarters are, on tho one hand, to as*
sist thoir generals in drawing up and carry:
mg.out orders, and'on the other, toperform
certain.office duties.

In addition to- the officers proper of the
general staff corps, every year some forty
officers of the line are detailed for one or
two.years’ scrvice wilh the stuff corps, in
order t0 fit them for tho performancs of
duty as aids‘de’camp vith the gencrals.

\We-can not fully expltin the manner in
which the candidates for the general staff
corps are sclected without first alluding to
that admirable institution, the War Aca-
demy at Berlin. Any liculenant in the ar
my who has served three years swith his
regiment a8 & commissioned officer may
present himself as a candidate for admission
into the academy. About ome hundred
and fifty snoually offer themselves as can

didates, and of this number about fifty are
admitted, sftor a very searching examina*
tion. This academy is undoubtedly the
best institution of the kind in the world,
and is intended to give officers of marked
ability and ambition the most thorough in-
structionin all the higher branches of their
profession, and thus fit them for service
in tho staficorps as aidsde camp and as
generals, Among the branches taught are
tctics, strategy, military bistory. forufica
tion, attaci. und defence, ‘topogriphy, the
duties of tho administrative branches, staff
servica ; and in conuection wih, or /s-pre-
paratory for, theso subjects, pure mathema-
tics, mechanics, -chomistry,.gevlogy, mutural
philosopby, general bistory aud-literature,

guages. The cuurse lasts threo years. j

In each year the lectures continuo from,
the begnng of Uotober toythe eud of
jJune. During tho vacations at tu cluso of
the first and second  years tho stddents re
turn to thowr-regimants to tuke part 1n- the
antemn mapgaayres, . Toward. tho end uf;
the sccond yeur's coursg sthey havo several
weeks; exejcise in pragtical sutyeying. At
tha close of the third year's course thoey
tuke pagt wub the professors in « * general
staff tour,” the otjectof winch is o give
them practice in .asking recoupaisssuces,
executing topngraph:cal sketches, selecting
sites for encampments, positions fortrovps,
atc. They wre now ail returned to their ro
giments.  From among the'graduates some
twelve or fiftecen of the most able aud:in-
dustnivus are usunlly selected candidates
for the general stiff corps. Danng the-year
succeeding their exit frutn the War Acn
demy theso do duty for abont eight months
with arwms of service different frum that to
which they originally belorged. Those of
the number who acquit themselves satis
factortly under tlus further test are now or-
dered to tho liead quarters of tho staft
corps at Herlin, where they remawm for
sume two years longer, under the unme-
diate orders and instruction-of Von Moltké.
Daring this tiind they are constantly being
taught not only the current duties of the
various divisions into which the head-
quaiters are separated, but they receive
lectures fromthe chief himself, ‘ate-requit.
ed to prepare for him reports on vurious
subjects, and accompany him on annua:
tours for field practice—in short they siill
remain at school. They are now again sent
back to their regiments, and it is oniy afier
thoe lapse of some months that those finally
solected by Von Moltke aré definitely ap-
pointed captains in the general staff corps,
and become members thereof, entitled to
wear its uniform. These ciptains are now
assignéd to variovs duties, according to the
wants of the service and their respective
peculiar qualifications. Most of themd are
sent to the head quagters of troops ; others
go to Berlin. They_serve about two aud »
half yeirs as captaing in the stoff, and are
then réturnéd to duty with tha line, receiv-
ing conmimand ofa battery, squadron, or
company, but never with their old regi:
wmeuts. They serve in this way about two
years longer, always varying the arm of ser
vice. when thoy nro promoted by selection
to tho rank of major in the stuff corps, and
resumo ‘the duties and uniform thercof.
Should any of these staft corps csptains
during theso two year's service with the
line mamfest any lack of zeal, or in uny
munner show that the original estimate
formed of themn. was 100 high, they are
quigtly left in the line, and loso all oppor
wunity of further ‘employment on the staff
When a major in 1ho stafl’ corps is about to
becomo eutitled to  his promotion as licu-
tenant colonel, before receivine it ho must
sorve nt least one year in command ofa
complete battalion, or of soveral squadrous,
or of several batteries. 8o, alsu, before he
can bo prooted as colonel inthe stafl, he
must command an entiro regiment for at

0.8t one year. :

In addition to the means just described
| fur securing competent ufficers fur tha staff,
still another methud is pursued. Tho com:
wmanders  of  regunehis report to  the
chiel of the guneral staff  whenever
{they have uader their command any subal
jterns of such sugerivr 2val and iuteiligence
as o render thein  pavtioing  Cabiad
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gsian, French nnl Eoglish lan.] oflicers thus

dates fur the general staffcorps, Toihe
. . : [

indicated the chief of general
stafl sends military questions and problems
to bo worked out, and if the replics are
such as to indicato that they really possess

the requisito qualifications, they are order-
cd to report ut Barlin, and are there placod
on probation. If satisfied of their ubility
and acquirements, ho sppoints them on
the stufl, if otherwise, they rcturn to theis
regiments.  The duties assigned to the ufli-
cers, of tho general stafl coips ure not
¢ erical, all such work bicing to the groatest
possible extent performed by non comnus:
sioued plicers and soldiers.  In.additivn to
their current and ordiuery duties, military
questions are coustuntly given them to
stuly. and overy year the staff of each
army.corps perlorms a staff “‘touruuder the
directivn of its own clivf, .9 keep them in
constaut practice, and to jucregse their
kuowledge of their profission. Tle ofticers
of the corps at Berlin al,0 make cvery year,
under the personal supervisivn of the chief
bimself, a tour of some weeks in the diffor

ent provinces of the Empire. From among
tho officers of the ggneral stafl corps, but
moye generally fromamung the otber grada-
atesof the \War Academy, and from among
those who me detailed every year for staff
instruction, are selected the aids decamp
of the generals.

It isdifficult to imagino a system which
will more ellectizally enrry out the great ob-
Ject in view, which is to- select for thestaff
the very hest and-most highly instiucted of
all the oflicers of ‘the: army ; and the uai-
form testiniony of those who have enjoyed
Ahe opportunities of judging is to tho effect
that in tho Prussianaray this object has
been most fully accomplished.

Woe are now ready to describe tbo compo:
sition of the divisions, army corps, ete., but
before doing so it i3 proper to allude to—
1st, the four field rauilway divisions, which
are madcup to.a great axtent from the
Dioneers, and consist each of 4 officers, 230
men, 16 horses, and 2wagons; these .are
formed when the army is mobilized for war,
aud their chief purpose is to repair prompt:
ly such raitwyays as. may bave been réndered
impassiblo.in the course of operations ; 2nd,
the four field telegraph: divisivns, which are
glso chiefly made up from the pioneers and
train soldiers, and consist each of 4 officers,
143 men, 72 horses, and 13 wagons ; each
division carries” some twenty miles of wire,
and can prepare for u+e ahout one mile of
telegraph per hour. Tho duty of these di-
vistons, aided by other smaller divisions, is
to connect the important head quarters with
exch otner, with important positions, and
with the existing telegraph lines, as well ag
to repair broken lines.

TAEL DBRIGADE,

As heretofure stated, the Prussian infant.
ry brignde consists of two regunents, or six
battakioas. Itis comminded by 8 majore
ganeral or colonel, with a licutenant as aid-
daecamp and  adjutant general. The full
war strength of the vrigade1s 0 officers,
62 4 non comuussivned officers and men,
250 horses, and 34 wagons. Tho nifle bat
talions are not usually brigaded, but are ate
‘tached lo thearmy corps, under the direct
orders of the curps commander, although
somecumes ttached to onoof thedivisions.
The cavalry brigado usually consists of
three regimonts, onc  of shich in timo of
war is assigned to an infantry division, Tho
brigado stafl 1s the samo as for the infanti y
brigade. In timo of peace tho artillery
brigado cohsists of the regiment of ficld ar
'ﬁuc'r_y and theregiment of fortrezy artdlery
IR ) . W1 .



