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The Vice-Admiralty Court at Halifax has
condemned, ns forfeited, the American fish
ing schouners A. J. Franklin and A, II. Wan
son, arrested for violating the law.

‘Tho Bey of 'Tunis, apparently alarmed at
the firm and ever warliko attitude of Italy,
has sent an cnvoy to Florenco with instruc.
tions to settle tho questions in dispute.
Hessian Boy is the personage charged with
"this duty.

Royal honors and a body guard havo been
assigned to Pius XI. by the Italian Chamber
of Deputies, but it is not certdin that His
Holiness will accept such favours and com.
pliments from the Legislatures of the king
dom aggrandized at his expenso as a tem-
poral soversign. ‘The Chamber has also

Zadopted a bill providing for thoe establish
meut of a fund for t%e support of his Holi-
ness. ., :

Judging’from the reports from Washing-
ton and New York there is a general feeling
of satisfaction in the States at the prospect
of a settlement of the difficulties with Eng-
land, and the President hds been successful
in his choice of Commissioners, as the names
mentioned are approved by the public and
by the Senate. The London Times, in com-
menting upon that portion of the Queen’s
apeech, having reference to the joint High
Commission, believes® that the Alabama
claims will mainly engage the attention of
the Commission, though it is appavently
secondary to the fisheries: but.asserts that
the Commission will not lead to the aban-
donment of England’s position, cr admission
of liability with respect to the Alabuma
claims. The Standard thinks it would h:uve
been more intoresting if the basis upon
which the Commission is to work had been
made publie.

The proceedings in the House of Lords on
Tuesday, after Her Majesty’s speech had
been read, were merely of & formal charac
ter. Inthe House of Comum s, M Glad-
stone gave notico of & bill alteving religinus
tests, and Mr. Cardwell, of u e >ure for
re-organizing the army. Mujar Hamilton

* and Mr Samuel Morley moved aud second.
ed the address in reply to the-speech from
the Throne. As was expected, Mr. D'Isracli
at once addressed himself to the task of se-
verely. criticising the foreign policy of the
Government, especially in connection with
the Franco-Prussian war, which, he beliaved
England could have prevented had the Goy-
ernment adopted a more decided course.
Ho had equal blame for the conduct of the
Government in dealing with the Black Sea
queation ; and urged forbearance and con-
tempt as the treatment for Senator Sumner
and others in the United States, but hoped
all difficulties hetween the two countsics
would be amicably settled. In view of ali
the circumstances connected with England’s
foreign relutions he expressed his approval
of the proposition to increase tho military
forces of the country, Mr. Gladstone re

.

plied to Mr. D'Isracli’s adverse criticlsms,
and dofended the policy of the Government.
Non intervention he considered the best
and wisest courso for England in foreign of-
fairs ; and he recommended the observance
of noutral rights and obligations and the
study of domestic questions. The House
agreed to tho nddress, and adjourned,

‘The bankers of Paris are said to be fully
provided with means to loan the city the
two hundred millions of francs needed for
the payment of its war contribntions. The
French have proposed a prolongation of the
wmistice.  Favre is oxpected at Versailles,
The Emperor will go to Berlin at the begin-
ning of March to open the sessions of the
Reichstadg,

The Versailles correspondent of tho Len.
don Times telegeaphs th.t a portion of the
Paris contribution has been paid, viz: £2,
000,000 in bills on London; £100,000 in
notes of the Bank of France, and £1,000,000
in specie.

It is said Paris is tranquil; the disarma.
ment is proceeding and is nearly completed.
If peace-is made on fair terms it is probabvle
the Germans will not enter Paris, but the
24th is considered the probable day of en-
try in case one is decided upon. It isalsv
said a second billot will be required in Paris
to determine the election of Favre. Ulrich,
Fouville, Faidherve, Cochin, and Gambien.
who have not obtained the requisite major
ities. . -

Itis veported that everything has been
arranged at Bordeaux. A committee to ne-
gotiato the treaty of peace has been selected
and the draft of the treaty has been appro-
ved by Bismarck and Moltke. Tho treaty
is to be signed immediately, and the Ger-
man troops will then march through Paris
to the Strasburg station and there take the
train for home. Trains will follow each
other as rapidly as possible. The Assem iy
will then adjourn to Paris and proceed with
the reorganization of France. .

The departments not occupied by the
Germaus are said to be ravaged by bands of
France-tireurs, who are pillaging travellers
and houses. Terror reigns in those depart-
ments.

Discreditable revelations are making con-
cerning the Provisional Government. Itis
said that members hold intmense sums made
out of contracts, that they secretly disposed
of the stores of provisions, and that in the
Hotel de Ville 43,000 bottles of wine were
drunk. Provisions are pouring in and prices
aro low. ) .

A special from Versailles to the New York
Worlds says: Astrong belief prevails at the

_week for the United States.

Prussian headquarters that the French As-
sembly will frame a Provisional Government ,
with the Count de Paris as President, and
provide for u future plebisvite on the ques-.
tion of the restoration of the Orleanists or-
the establishment of a Republic. The Duke

d'Aumal  has less chance than his nephew.:
At a caucus held on the evening of the,
15th at Bordeayx, composed of 3 majority of

delegates, it wasconcluded to establish a Pro.
visional Government with Fhiers as President
Favro as Premier, and tho Duke de Cnses as
Minister of Foreign Affairs. The other mem.
bers are to ba Simon, Ricord, Buffet and
Barthay. On the conclusion of peace their
convention will adjourn to Paris, and will
submit the future form of Government. . It
is stated that o settled purpose ie manifest
among tho deputies now here to accomplish
two things, viz., the overthrow of violent re-
publicans and tho removal of the future
seat of Government from Paris, in order
that the country will'be no longer at the
merocy of the mobs of the capital, Theyare
making earnest appeals and violent speeches
among the people, but unmeaning cries for
a prolongation of the war and no surrender
have lost their force. The conservatives are
quiet and confillent. Thereis & strong un-
der current in favor of the Orleanists,

‘The London Times of the 14th inst, says :
The private engagoments of Sir John Rose
provent his acceptance of his positon as a
momber of the High Commission for the ad.
justment of all questions at issue with the
United States, and that it has been tendered
to Sir Stafford Northcote. The latter has
accepted it and will sail during the present
Sir Stafford is
probably more intimately acquainted with
all the considerations arising out of the
Alabama claims than any other person who
could have been selected for the position.

In tho Tlouse of Lords, on the 15th, the
Earl of Granville said that the High Com-
mission which was about to meet in Wash-
ington is without power to settle the ques-
tion of the fisheries, but it is only authorized
to framie & plan of adjustment, on which the
decision of the members is to be unanimous,
for submission to their respective Govern-
ments. i

Mr. Gladstone made some further expla-
nations on Thursday in regard to the Anglo-
American Commission, He said it was em-
powered to discuss amicably all differences.
Any difficulties arising were to be referred
to the Howre Government by cable, and in-
structions would be returned the same way.

In the Royal Artillery it appears to le
almost settled, says the Army and Nacy
Gazelle, that the first captains are to be con-
verted into majors, a reduction being made
at the same time in the proportion of regi.
mental lieutepant colonels, which are now
considerably in excess of the actual require-
ments of the service. There.can beno doubt
of the propiety of this change, the command
of a fiald battery Leing at least equal in re-
sponsibility to that of the fuactions perform
ed by a mujor of either cavalry or infantry.
When this change is carried out it may be
presumed that the grade of lieutonant-
colonel on major's pay. will be abolished. A
similar change will, of course, be made at
the sametime in the corps of Royal Engin-
eers, in which the grade of first captain is
gerhnps even moro inappropriate to the

uties to be performed than in the artillery.
In each regiment the present secon! cap-
tains will then ba styled smply gaptains,
. 8 T
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