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atlons for the righta of other churchos obtainod. Finally, the
report was adopted, but the committoo was re-appointed.

Dr. Scrimger brought the matter of Coligny Oollego before the
Bynod. For the past cight yoars this institution has boon under
the managomont of tho Board of Frouch Evavgelization, but au it
had been found impracticablo to utilize it in tho interost of that
work and as there woro some financisl problems to be faced which
could botter bo undertaken by anothor board it asked the Synod to
undertake tho management and carry on the work. Tho matter
was rcferred after some discussion to a committoe to consider tho
situation and roport as to a recommendstion. At a subsequent
soderunt the committeo reported in favor of asking the Assembly
to place the Collega under the control of a board which should
reprosent the P’rosbyterios of the Synod and administer it for the
Church, It was roported that a gusrantee fund of over $1,700 had
been provided for a short term of years in order to tide it over
prosent difficnlties and give it a chance to bocomo self-supportiog.

The Rev. M. H. Scott, convener, presonted the report from the
committee on the mission to laombormen. Tho aim of the cow-
mittee was to cironlate religions literature throughout the camps.
Bix colporteurs of the Bible Society had dons much work in this
oonueotion, several miunistera also had visited somo of the camps,
sand bad given away tracts, booke, etc. A new departure had been
taken during the past year, viz, the distribution of literature
amosng boas and bargo men, on the canals. Tho Rov. O. B. Ross
and the Rev. James Bennett had faken this part of ths work in
band, The inoome was $280. While the expenditnre was $301,
Mr. Scott moved the reception and adoption of the report, and that
the mission be recommended to the gonorosily of the churches,
Agreed.

At the afteraoon sederant tho Rev. J. R. Mol ecod presented the
raport of the Synod's committes on angmentation. Ha stated that
the congregations wore doing bettor ttan io former years. Thirty-
eight congregations were recsiving aid from the fand to the cxteny
of 86,55, Contributions to the fand from the churches wore
6,695, only s trifle . ,ore than the Synod is recciving. The fund
has boeen of inestimable benefit to the chareh. By its aid many
charges have pastors who would otherwise bo unablo to maintain
ordinanoes. It is hoped that tho intercsts of the fand will be stil.
betier recognized than hitherto.

The Rev. Dr. Campbell, of Ret.frew, advocated great care on
the part of Presbyteries in applyiog for grants {from the fand. This
oare wonld prevent all friction bosween all the parties intercsted.
Formerly, for many years, this Synod had received more than it
bad given to the fund Thie year, howover, it had given more
thsn it had received. The special mission he had in view in
appesring befors the Synod, was $o ask for an inoreaso of 3,000
towards the augmentation fand, from the provinoces of Ontario and
Quobec. Tbo Bynod of Toronto and Kiogaton isto be asked to raise
$£2,000; the Synod of Hamilton and London had promised to raiso
82,000, ard this left but §1,000 to bo raised by the Synod of Mon-
treal and Ottawa. Ho felt sure that this would bo raised with bat
listle troubla. The young poople's socicties and tho Sabbath
s2bools could do a great deal towards this objoct.

The Syood then expreased gratitude to the great Qead of the
Cbuoreh for the suocess which has attended this fund, and in view
of the great need of the North-Wost, agroed to raiee tho additional
ons thousard dollars asked {or, and to appeal tothe young people’s
sdoietios and Sunday-tchools 2o help in this Girection.

FEDUCATION IN (TRITC

The Rev, 10f. Scrimger read the report npon education. In
doing 80 he stated that it waz based chietly upon the cfficial reporta
of 1he departments ia the proviooes of Oatario and Quebec. The
report from the latler indicates that sho systom in the latter pro-
vincs is very far from what it ought to boand from what it might
eanly becoma. Teachsra' salarics are yet shamefally low, tho
qwlifications insufficient, average torrs of servico ato short, the
1chocl baildings are poor and badly cquipped, parents with.dnaw
tholr (hildren at a very eatly age, whilo tho principal roason for
ser.ding thern at all appeara in many cases to prepare them for com
mnion. This ie discreditablo in the oldoet provinoco ol the Domin”
i01. Ha was p'ad to say, howerer, that matiers were improving:
The )oint anncal cxpenditore by gevernment and mubnicipalitioa
f v edocatioa wae $2,800,010, The number of toachers without
dip'om s hias been redused by 213, the number of toachers belong-
ing to religisus orde s is Jess by eixty twe, while tho Iatter, it is
cxpected, wiil te reyaired now to farnith evidence of qualification
in the latare. Irobablythemosthopelnl siga of all is the incraased
iatoresl in education which is taken by the people generslly. An
improvemens 10 the wholo system may bz looked {or, as both politi-
Joalpatties are commiited toit,

Comirg 1o Ontario, ha said that the report {row thal province
was o' nnascal interest owing to the prominotoe wbich it gives o
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morxl and religious instraction. Ia Doecomber the minister had
senk oat sirounlara to all the inapeotors asking answers to a lengthen-
ed soriea of questions, These bore largely upon the personal and
rolative sooial and moral daties of tho pupils and tcachers. The
roport of the wminister gives the answers in {nll, and shounld be
studied by every clorgyman in the povince. Fally soventy-five
peraont of the teachera belong to some Christian Churoh, and the
rogalations rogarding religious instraotion are followed in about
ninoty peroont of tho sohools. These regulations were helpful to
thomoral tons of the pupils, The miniater is persnaded that no
lasting benofit would bo accomplished by suthorizing the teachers
to give dirzo$ religious instruction; besides, sirifo and bad feeling
wouldbouoavoidable. I'we of the teachersare competent to expound
religious traths satisiactorily to all concorned, Moral instraotion
receives fall and constant attention. Moral duties, the rights and
duties of one towarda another, are certainly within the sphere of
thostate. Dr. Sorimger beld that more might be dons inthe way of
roligious instruotion, It was gratifying to ind that in 1895 3he
Soriptares wero read in 5,218 schoola out of 6,660 in the roral
districts and prayer was offered in 4,917 of them. In 5,000 sohoeols,
bowever, no advantage was taken by clergymen of the privileges of
visitationallowed them by Iaw. The report admitted that thers
was gome force in the objeotion againet teachers being allowed to
give dogmatic doctrinal teaching ; but olaimed that thers wasno
force in the objeotion to teaching Bible history. This is & field
that may be easily common to all donominations, That history
is the most interesting and instructive in the world, and no one
can afford to be ignorant of it. Thisiadone in the Protestant
sobools in the Province of Qutbee, and no friction resnlts from it.

De. Campbell, Montreal, said thore was great ground for gratifi-
cation in the Iargely increased interest taken by the Province of
Qucboc in the work of cducation.

It was then agreed to receive and adopt the report; to express
satisfaction at tho siga of improvemeat in the Province of Quebec,
and cspecially tho increased intercst on the part of the peoplo
gonerally ; aleo, to express gratitude at tho sigas of the very high
moral and religious character of teachers in the public schools of
Ontario, and urge that a placo bo given to the study of biblical
history in the course of instruction.

Tho Wednesday evening sederunt of the Synod was devoted to
a ooofsrence upon the work of tho Holy Spirit. Tho Rev. J.
McLeod opened with a paper upon * Tho Spirit in the life of the
Church.” 1{o said the firat point which should be noticed was the
necessity of a firm belief in tho personal existence of the Spirit.
All the attributes of personality aro ascribed to bim in scripture.
He is also Divine, cqual with Father and Son. Ho had authority,
in the control and administration of the Church. Next thers was
nececoasity of tho Spirit controlling and geiding every form of
church work. Tho Holy Spirit will work through two agencies,
first through consocrated men and womcen, and second, in tho use
of his own word, which is tho ¢ aword of the Spirit.” How aro wo
to accuro His help? In two ways—by prayer and by implicit
obedicnce. With such a spurit the Church of God will march on.

The Rev. David McLaren then gave a paper upon tho work of
the ¢ Spirit in tho Forcign Missions of the Church.” Jesus sent
His disciples forth to witness for Ilim. The Holy Spirit is the
primo agent in witnossing for Christ. Tho Spirit inspired tho
Word, conocerning which Christ said ** scarch the Scriptures, for in
them yo think yo havo cternal lifo, and they are they which testify
of Mo Another agoncy ctmployed by the Spirit is the work of
conrecratod beliovers. All such aro His witnessos. Truoe mission
work must find its origin and power in tho iofluence of the Spirit.
He alono givos auccess in this work.

After theso papers a discasssion took place upon the nur.erous
pointa which had boen raised. Among thoss who took part in thia
were Rev. M. H. Scott, the Ros. D Armatroag, the Rev. A,
Ruasell, the Rev, J. C. Campbell, the Rev. J. A. Macdonald, the
Rev. G. C. Pidgoon, Mr. Walter Patl and the Rev. A, H,
Macfarlane.

Oa Thursday morning efter routino tho Rev. Dr. Armstrong
appeared and epoke in the intcrosts of the Aged and Infirm
Ministers® Fuand. e reminded the Court that some adverso-
criticism of the management of the fand had appoared in tho pudblic
press.  Ho informed the Syood that all those objrctions had been
fully and triumphantly met by the Convener in tho Synod of
Kingaton and Toronte. Hoalso claimed that this scheme of the
Church was accomplishirz a good and necessary work. The fund,
therefore, should mee with a lLiberality of support worthy of ita
groat importan.e,

The Rev. A. 1. Scott follawed upon similar lines, and sustained
his contention by citing a number of statistics.

The Rev. D, Campbell, Renfrow, the Rev. Dr. Campbell
Montroal, tho Rev, Orr Bennett, the Rev. J. R, McLeod azd othory




