Messrs. GOURLAY WINTER & LEEMING.

The Noted Piano Firm.

Wocopy the following artiole from the September 15th isauo of
Music Tuapx Revixw, Now York, whose oditor has rocently spent
some timo in Canads, and iu this issuc of his paper has mnade
oxtended refercnce to many of the leading wusic tirms throughout
the Dominion. .

In looking forward to our visit to Toronto and in
all our plans for business and pleasure in the Queen’s
Dominion, the anticipation of meeting the firm of
Gourlay, Winter & Leeming formed no unimportant
part, in view of the reputation for cnterprise and busi-
ness capacity that this firm enjoys in New York music
trade circles.

Not so many years ago it was the good fortune of
the writer to meetfrom time to time the senior member
of the firm, as, through his being at that time identified
with one of Massachusett’s musical industries, his
genial face ard well-known form were often seen in the
piano world of Union Square and 3th Avenue, so that
within an hour or so after our arrival in the Qucen City
we presented our card at —
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cised in the service of their patrons, in order that their
satisfaction may rest on the certainty that in dealing
with Gourlay, Winter & Leeming they have secured
the advantage of their discriminating tasie in the
selection of a piano.

Another factor may be mentioned here, namely,
that they do not sell every and any make of piany, but
have been very conservative and careful in selecting an
aggregation of makes, that from an art standpoint are
beyond rivalry in their totality of good qualitics. To
the cognoscenti the mere mention of such names as
Knabe, Hardman, Fischer, Gerhard Hemtzman and
Karn as their chief instruments, will serve to empha-
size this point in terse and vigorous language

In referring to the above we must not forget that
in the personnel of the firm they are a host in them-
sclves, alert, agressive, pclite and tactful, with large
expenience of abuyer’s wants and a fund of energy that
is unfailing ; now planning a campaign involving large
interests, now giving attention tosome trifing comm-
sion of a customer, with a zeal that says thcy are bound
to succeed, and withal, to win success by thoroughly

the elegant warerooms of
the above firm, at 188
Yongestreet, andreceived
a cordial welcome, which
ended in an invitation to
call again, as, ere our stay
had lengthened into many
minutes, the members of
the firm were engaged
displaying the beauties of
their instruments to pros-
pective customers, whose
appearance indicated the
requisite means and edu-
cation to appreciate art
in any form. In fact,”§
during our stay in To- H
ronto we found it hard to
seci.re more than a briefl
interview with any mem-
ber of this firm during
business hours, as, des-
pite its being the summer
season and a dull year,
their business was ab-
normally zctive, Julyand
August, ‘94, we were in-
formed, having broken
the record of any other
year.

Although individually
Messrs Gourlay, Winter
& Leeming have been
identified with the Cana-
dian trade formany years
their  partnership dates
only from October, 'ge, & period so comparatively
Tecent that we were not prepared for a business of such
magnitude, and were led to wonder what forces had
contributed to piace this business in the front of the
trade in so shorta time, and what good fortune or
combination of ability and circumstances led to their
becoming so prominenta factor in the Canadian musical
instrument industry.

Inquiry into the matter demonstrated beyond per-
adventure that whilst there have been a variety of
causes at work in the evolution of this business, not
the least among them lay in the fact that, to a remark-
able degree, they enjoy, as a firm, the confidence of the
music profession and the buying public in regard to
their integTity and ability. It is admitted on every
hand that in the management of their business they arce
guided by a standard of integrity that deems it a crime
to allow a customer to be dectived in the slightest
sespect, regarding either the musical merit or intrinsic
value of any instrument they offer for sale, whilst their
many ycars' experienoe and ability is thornughly exer-
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deserving it.

As an instance of how
this spint is recognized,
we publish here, a letter
reccived by the firm dur-
ing our sojourn in Toronto,
andwhich they value high-
ly, as it was tendered them
by the head of aninstitu-
uon of which Torontois
very proud, ‘*The Toronto
Conservatory of Music.”

Torox10 CONSERVATORY OF
vsIC,
20th July, '94.

KSSRS.
i GourrLay, Wixrxx & Lexuixe,
) Pianos, ctc., 188 Yonge St.,
Toronto.

GexTLEMEN: Inrenew-

{ contract for the Conser-
vatory piano cquipment,
it is only due your firm to
§ state that our Bonard of
Directors and Conserva-
tory Faculty appreciate
thchonorable andstraight
i forward manner in which
| all orders have been
l carried out, and feel ita
§ pleasurc to record their
§ gratification with the high
musical charactes and me-
chanical excellence of the
pianos supplied by your
firm from year to year.

Our work nccessanly
tests in a very thorough manner the pianos used for
daily work in the studio, and also on the concert plat-
form, and itis therefore with pleasure that we record
our entire satisfaction with their superior musical ex-
cellence, and their ability to stand in tung under oon-
ditions so cxacting. .

It is only just to your firm to say thatat all times
and under all circumstances you have invariably at-
tended to requests made by us incidental to the nature
ot our contract with the utmost promptness and dis-
patch, even when done at inconvenienoe to yourselves.

In short, 1 can say truthfully thatit affords us much
pleasure 10 beassociated in a business relationship with
your firm. -

.
F. W WINTER.

Very truly yours, .
(Signed)  Epware Fisumr.
In concluding our reference to this firm, Wwe cannot
do better than quote the foflowing {rom onc of their

own circulars, asit cstablishes a claim of great im-
portance in estimating the character of their business :

ing for the fourth time the
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