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and miglit have been construed to inchîde inuicli that is now. brouglit
under the head of mental andl moral science. It meaint ail science
that is not supernatural, that is, ail knowledge that is not obtained by
revelation frorn the Deity or by occuit dealings with the dcvii and
his agents. It. is used in this sense in the charter incorporating the
Royal Society granted about the begiinning of Charles IL.'s reign.
The reason of the change iii the meaningy of' the term is to be found
in the tfîct that since that date tlie progress of physical. science bas

benmucli greater than that of mentail or moral science. In. the
saine way and for the saine reason the geieric terni, science, lias
corne te be cominonly used in the siiecifle sense of l)lysical science.
There is a latent l)opular dishelief in the ý,.dstence of any science
-except p)IysicaIi science.

There is no race of inankind siiîcp historv bea that is not, and
bas not been, in p)ossess;ion of'souie of the facts on -whichi the -varilus
physical sciences arc bascd. But progrcss ini phvsietal science depends
not so iliuch onl capacity for coflccting facts as on ability to discover
the 1at-,vs of fluets, and this ability bas ncver been manifcsted to any
considerabie extent except during the last three centuries and a. hiaf,
and theonl inte îiiited par~~t of the earthi's surface occupied by
the civilized Europcan nations. The aucient Greeks, indced, whose
vigour of inteillcct led thern te attenipt every departinent of inquiry,
paid great attention to the phlysicai scienices, but their progre< wvas
not at all coinniensurate -with the ainount of eff'ort they put foi-th.
NVe have accoulits -%blich shiow'. that they laid sicge te the secrets of
nature for about S00 years, or fromn die timie of Thales, about 600
years beibore, to tlîat of Ptolcmy , the as,-tr-oniomer, about 200 years
after Christ; but during ail this ti nie they did not succeed in e.stab-
]ishiiug one important physicai Iaw. It is truc that soine Greek
astronorncrs broached the idea t1iat the cartlh is round, and the sun
tue centre of the systein of Nvorlds to which the earth beligs ; but
not only were tsevie-ws neot establishcd, the contrary notions pre-
vailed. The Ptoleinaic systcm, which. obtainedl universai acceptance
until the i 6th century, nmade the sun revoîve arounid the earth.
Archimedes, indeed, discovcred the law,,s of tlic eqîîilibrium of fluids,
but lie did not succeed iii se estzabi)ishaing thern as to make them a
part of the con)ixon mental property of miankind.

The failuie of the Hlelienie intellect in this departnient appears te,
have been (lue to, thc adoption of a, wrong method. In modern times
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