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SUGAR DUZYES.

The Montreal Gazette makes what it no doubt supposes
to be a noble rally in behalf of tbc Canadian sugar refiners.
In an editorial, A Bad Precedent, it alludes ta a speech deliv-
ered a few days before in thc House of Coznmons by Mr.
Charlton in whicb hie objcîcd to the duty of 6.&-zoo of a
cent per pound tipan sugar abovc s6 Dutch standard, and
in which he said:

The protection afforded to Canadian refiners by this

Isection as.diu xitctly. fi'c iaii.% .15 gre.LI il t!,%; LU'iled
Stesc Cuigrcs% lis ecaî fil tu gi'.e tligý sug.îr refincr-s iii
the L'nited Statles. T1ivi On.t -ufl -t s4i s 4u Per tent. aînd
anf aidditioni unc-ciglîîl ccnt per pound on rteflicd sugar.
This dut> s .sixt>.futur-uaiie-litundredtlis ci.:;! pcr puund. 1
protc-t nuw, ab before, ;tg.iist thi% dut>, iiii beh.îlf of the
consumers a!s being larger tliian siecessatr> for the reaicr..

It wiIl bc observed that MNr. Charlton did flot ask that
Canada adopt it AiivLa .te...îIrifftas il a1&>%% i!, or c% cii tue
sbsbtlutt; tiierelore proposvd b> the Seiitte. lie mierc>

.ddattention îo Ilie ft' thai t1ic proleclhisî aifforded
Canadiani refitiers %vas na.rl> f'. e limes as grzat as tuat
afforded Aaîîericaaî rcf'aaîers, lîk protest bcîigagainst a duty
wlîîelî, in hi% Opinîion, ib unaîecessti-il> higli.

The G.v.ette point.- out the fact tlî.t under the laite Cana
dian tariff the protcthion e:xtciîdcd tu ur sîagac rcfining
aidustr> %%as 8,10o of a cent per puad, %%ilte in lb?2 L'oued
States, under tue MclKitiley tariff (wbiclb is yci in force) the
duty ;s onily j, t0 of a cent, notwitlistanding wliich the price
of refined sugar %%a!, louer laisî )car in Canada tlîan in the
U'nited States, whicb, il says,shows conClLiv clV that Cali-
adian refiners clid nul aî%dil îlîcmsclhcs of the protection
afforded îlîcm.

The Gazette is usually very fair in ils statements of facts
but in Ibis, in.staaîce ils allusion i% tu a single anad isolaîled
traînsaction wherein a comparntivcly sraall qu;întily of Can-
adian sugar was sold tu thc Amcrican trade ait lcss than
wlîat the Arnerican refliers would ,ell for ait that tiane.
%%*len thai trainsaction oci.urrcd, the circiamstances of
%whcb arc quile fre.sh in the minds of many of the readers
of the Gaz.ette, the Amcric.in sugar trust îîcrc manipulat-
ing the market, during t,,icli the Caînadian rcfincrs fijund
ain opening la sdIl a fcw hundrcd bairrels ofsbugar to enable
certain Amcaicana dealers ta fli sonle orders %%ii tbcy Lad
previously accepted. These are substantially tbe facîs
upan %wbicb the Gazette builds ils dlaim tbat 41tbc price of
rcfined sugar was Iawer in Canada last year than in the
neighboring country, sbowing conclusively that aur refin-
ers did not avail tbemselvcs of the protection." Tbe Gaz-
elle necd flot searcb for information regarding the average
prices of Canadian sugar last year or any other year any
further than tbe commercial reports in ils own files; anid if
il will do tbis, taking the aiverage price wcek by week dur-
ing last year. including the transaction Lere alluded ho,
il will discaver that the average price of sugar in Canada
was quite as high or bîgher than in the United
States, and that the refiners most cerîainly did avail them-
selves of the protection affordcd tbcm.

Na one supposes tbat the Dominion Govcrnmient will
adopt the proposcd Amcrt.i'n sugar tariff, cven if il sbould
become law. If tbe McKinley tariff is bigli, our tariff, unlil
a fewv days aga wvas 6o per cent. highcr,and even now il is
28 per cent. bigbcr. The Gazette raises a warning finger,
pointing ta the fact that under the American tariff of .5iaa
cent per pound " the suga,,r refiniaig industry in the Repub-
lic is controlled by a trust second only in importance, in-
fluence and exactionis t the Standard Oil monopc!y ;" and
il quotes the New York Times as saying that thc MecKin.
ley lawv «'cnabled that combination hocexlort from consum-
ers a tribuhe yiclding great dividends upon capital stock
that is four-fifths water, and a surplus so large tbat the
trust bas discontinued ils annual meetings in order tbat the


