cimé to our hospital, and about the end of
June that he had been wounded, and during all

pas ime he had 1ain on lus back in the hospital

4 Balaklava ull his back was worse than his

sounds. DBut not less astonishing than s

betog 1n hifo, was his patience and cheerfuluess
i woder 80 much agony. ‘There was a sigular
| pentleness and sweetness about that lad that
deeply nterested us all, and the surgeon who
wended him was filled with admirauon of s
otude.  He was several umes despaired of,
st ratlied, and eventually, though slowly, re-
corered 50 far as to be sent home to his wid-
ved mother, but, of courso, to be an abject
tr hfe. Healways seemed most grateful for
trog Tead to and prayed with. He bad
sot hile education, and was all-inforined on
reigious trath, but all that was said to him he
«emed to apprehend so antelligently and feel-
ols, thatq have reason to hope that the
:p;fxl's grace was.added to that wonderfully
ssad and cheerful temperament 10 which,
wier God, he mamnly owed s recovery.

Asto the religious know ledge of the patients
penerally speaking, 1 found it very defective.
\ota few of them weare unable to read or write
te: while some of them seemed not 1o care for
the pnivation, others most feelingly deplored it
Had 1t been at all practicabie to form a class
o such, I might have tried my hand at the
whoolmaster’s as well as the chapla.’s duties
But this was quite out of the quesuion ; and
wumpost of them knew ther letters, 1 did what
{eoold 10 put them n the way of learnmg to
rad, by giving them spethng-books, and ocea-
sweaally hearing them a lesson. It was plea-
s1glosee the anxiety of sume of them to Jearn
L. 1n tmos! Instances their stay m the hospual
33100 short to admt of their making much
ptogress.  Many were the carnest and attenuve
iseners | found 1n my cndeavours 0 nnpart
migious knowledge, whether 1n conversanon,
atie Sabbath services, or in my daly class
fr convalescentsin which I read and commen-
+don ashort passage of Scrpture, and explain-
«ione or more of the questions 1n the Shorter
(uechism.  Among those who could read
i these, I am happy 1o say were the 1m-
nease majority ) therc was an urgent demsad
e books, and, thanks to the providence of the
Admnalty and the %indness and hberality of
it Religious ‘Fract Soctety, and other friends
w.home, I had a supply sufficient to ineet the
eaind.  ‘The books I found most generally
lied were such as the Pilanm’s Propress,
Raunson Crusoe, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Cham-
x' Journal, Hoge's Weekly lnstructor, the
are Hour, and Christian Treasury. 1 dis-
ted hundreds of Newman Hall's and
tle's Tracts, wineh 1 have reason to thik
tre 0 many insianess attended with gond of-
Thad also to give away a number uf
'es, whea the men were leaving the hospital,
o few of them possessed or had therr
wnh them. My only regret was, that
w0 nany of themn apphied 1o me on leaving
rsome religions book to take home with them
td 20 few of the kind that were suntable for
h gifts as conveying rehigious nstruction 1o
form of interesting narrative.

I had anucipated that 1 would feel consi-
leembarrassmentand difficul:y 1n speaking
to the men individually an therr spintual
s 1n crowded wards where privacy was
xaible.  And in many instances, no doubt
“o the patient was not seriously ill, and the
was evidently unwelcome I did fecl
want of privacy a restraint. But in many
I found such a willingness to converse,
sach a desire for instruction on these sub-
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ment from the presence of others. And es- cape he had of lus hfe from a nifle hulle.
pecially when death and etermty were visibly which entered close to lus temple and passed
near were the 1cy barners ol false dehcacy and through his eye, while another tll-favoured look-
shamo mehed duwn, and then 1 could speak to tog fellow, who had been wounded 1 a stnilar
them with my whole heart, w the hearmg of way, seemed wholly viimpressed by 1. But
their comrades, of their need of a Suvivur and whatever uncentainty may auach to death-
the all-sufficiency of Chnst. It often fell to(bed repentances w general, there were not a
me to tell some poor fellow, who perhaps had few 1 that hospital of wineh I could not doube
never suspected he was in danger that he had llhe genwnencss.  ‘T'he case ot one poor lad n
but a few hours to hve, and n svine cases I:parllcular who hangered loug 10 consumption
had but that one brief opportumty of speahing -Iunprcsacd me deeply. e had been wild and
with lum.  These were indeed trying occasions thoughtiess, and had been flogged on board his
but 1t 1s goud sumetimes to be brought 1o feel ship pot long before he came 1o the hospuai
ong’s utter helplessness and thus to be thrown Many a talk 1 had with lim ; and of ever 1
back 1 sunple dependence on the efficacy of bistened 1o the utterance of a hroken and a
prayer. I had gone one day, after a fresh ar- countrie heart, assuredly 1t was then.  Along
rival of wounded, 1o 2 ward where several of With the deepest and must heartfelt penitence
the worst cases were lymg.  Among them 1 he cvineed the most firm  sell-renvuncing
found one five-luuhing fad whuse leg had been reharge oo the Saviour’'s Work, 1 was
shot off at the thigh. “The amputauon had greatly struck with the pecuhar tenderness
been badly perforived at the camp, aud Lo ind humiduy of s spint, and the absence of
could only be saved by the operation bewg re- all anxiety as to the result of lus diness, s
peated, for which he hamself expressed a strong sole desire seemiug o be, that, hving ur dyig,
desire. At this moment the nurse was with he should be the Lord’s.  No mnere death bed
hun, and he was suffering such agony that 1t evidence of conversivn could, 1 think, be mote
was vam to atempt speaking to lum then. saustactory than lus.
The next day 1 was 10ld by the surgeon that  But there were some whom I had every
he had sunk so much that a second swputauen reason to behieve had lung huown their Saviour.
was now out of the question, and that T had Atthe ume when the hospral was must crowd-
better snform fum that he could vot survve od wnh frost-bitten cases, 1 was parucularly
wany hours.  On going to bus bedsule 1 fuund struck wath the appearance of one young lad,a
him much eusier than on the previvus day, aud marme, who had Jost all Ins toes and was suf-
hopeful from  that fallscious symptom. h fenng great agony.  He was at tus twe m too
wrung my very heart to bid hun cease to hope weah 4 staie 1o couverse much { but as 1 ex
but though at first incredulous, and evidently pressed how deeply I telt for luin, and represen-
unprepared for the anneuncement that tus end ted the consolatery hight m winch the gospel
was near, ‘he calin, but far from mdiferent bids us regard such tnals, he rephied 1 such
spirt i which hic recenved it, on my assunng ' feching terms, avd with such expressive looks
lim that such was the doctor's upimon, enabled i from s fine dark eyes, as sauisticd methar he
me all the more calmly and hopefully 1o plead ' was no stranger to gospel fruth i 1ts comforung
with him on behalf of Chnist. 1t was touching and sustaimog power.  He contnued .cug m a
to hear how he Lamtnted hus defectne religious very teeble aud caucal state, but ulinately re-
education ; and as I spohe to him of sin and covered.  One evemng when he was at the
the Savinur | was preatly encouraged by the worst,a great scusanion was created in the
mterested, intelligent looks, and feeling words | ward where he lay by lus suddenly siarting up
with which he responded, and I spake “all the w his bed aud, atter veliemently clapping his
more from the heatt because I teit 1 was speak- [hauds, shoutiug forth khe one spired sotne
ing to the heart. [ endeavoured o make the passage of puetry.  He then with azune pes-
most of the short ime lus feehle sinhing statetures broke 1o the most | sasionate entreaties
allowed for couversing with bun, .+ never did{for Divsne merey uth on the fit subsiding, he
I pray more fervently than when huceliug sunk back exclaimng ** I ihauk thee, O Father !
down beside him, 1 entrested that the Spizin 7 Ou s being removed next morming 1o ano-
Fmught give eflect 1o the words 1 had spoken "ther purt ofthe ward, there were found beneath
O how thankiul at such times did T feel for s pliow a copy vt Shakespeare and lus Bible
tbe simphicity of the pospel, and that it needed |tromm which circumstance i appeared thatn
s0 few words to give 1t il wtierance in a dying |these delinons ravings unght have beew traced
staner’s ear, that 1t the Spiat bave but con-ithe peetic and  devouonal channels 1 which
vinced tum ot stn, we bul necd—uot as anlus thoughts were accustomed 10 flow.  Atter
Rome’s counterfeit of the gospel’s simphieity Ilhls thie ductor forbade tus being spoken to on
10 point Jus ese to a crucifix and pronounce 'subjects that were hkely to excite lim.  But
the wornds of puestly absolution—hut 10 pomn 1 often saw lum engaged wab s Bable, and
tis taih 1o the Cross on Calvary and sav. (tound that he had been one of a few like-
** Beiteve on that crucitied Redeenwer, and to--nunded whoused t meettogether anthe herghts
dav shait thou be with Hun i Paradise.™ lof Balaklava fos reading and praver.  The
am somcumes ashed, S, whether 1 mmionly other case 1 shall meutton was that of a
among the pauents with many decided cases sesman who had lost ins leg on hoard Sir Fd-
of conversion Now, that 1s a subject on|mund Lyons’ flagshap.  Ile was i a very fee-

whirh 1 never hike 1o prouounce decidedly on
the strength of any mere professions, especially
when 1 have not had the opportumty of test-
ing these by the after hife. But while there
were many who showed hopeful signs of being
wterested and 1mpressed, there were others
wha, though not seriously 1ll, and therctore not
[influenced by the near proapect of desth, yet
spontaneously, and in tho most natural manner
acknowledged 10 me the vecklessness of then
past hives, and professed their penitence wih
an earnestness that betokened 2 deep sense of
sin. Qoe of these sesmed to [ave been

» 38 10 prevent all feeling of embarrass-

awakened 10 serious thought by the narrow es-

ble state and suflening much when he first ar-
nved, but there was sumettung w lus appeas-
ence and 1 the tone in wiich he answered my
inquinies winch showed me at ouce that there
was the patience and resgnation of Chnstuan
faith aa well as of mecre natural fortiude. 1
tound i to be 8 man of superior intellipenco
and education. He had been brought up n
the Weslteyan body, and had been stationed on
the lnsh coast-guard when the war broke out,
He was for three months 1n the hosp:tal before
he was iavalided homie, and was my decided
favourite among 3all the pauents. He had
great dehight in his Bible, which he had evi-




