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of more importance with both God and man | a society to withdiaw from it because he can-
than what pertains to a part only. I not get his own way. If the Free Church
‘Thir doctrine will he stigmatised as Eras- 1 agitators had right o their side, surely it was
tian, but,if it is true, hard names will not ! only necessary to declare that right in the
hurt its upholders. It is difficult to conceive ! Church courts, in order to get men to believe
how there can be a perfectly independent ! it; and if they believed that the right was on
“imperium in imperio.” Oue or other must | their side, then it was their duty to continue
be supreme, but Christ said, * My kingdom | patien:ly setting forth that right, and they
ia not of this world,” meaning that it was to | would certainly in due time have a majority.
be humble, private, unshowy. Some would | But hecause they could not get a majority in
invert our Saviour’s statement, and make him | the church courts, they chose rather to with-
say, “This world is my kingdom,”-—would | draw from the church altogether, in opposi-
have a present kingdom or Church of outica-d i tion to the fundamental constitution of the
«nlendour and independent power, to be lord- | church eourts, that the minority must submit
over by man, however, in the person of one ! to the majority. The Free Church was thus,
ar more vicegerents. But this can never be ! in the humble opinion of the writer, founded
without subverting civil powers, which Chris- | upon irresisiable pride, and the subversion of
11ans are forbidden by Chiist to attempt upon | constitutional principles.
any pretext. ‘Thegrest function of the Chris- | But we are of a different opinion from “ A .
tian Church in its present stage, is not gov- | Layman,” who cites ihe Cardross case as ar-
~rning, but teaching. True, the time will | guing against a union. Notwithstanding that
some when this world will indeed become the | the Free Church has foregone any clim to
kingdom of Christ; but this state of things | Gozernment money, it cannot free itself from
will be brought about, not by overthrowing | civil supervision and so, 1ts leaders ought to
human governments, or by antagonism to | be now convinced, that the ground they took
them, but by transfusing the principles of the | on ¢ going out” was very doubtful, and there-
Gospel entirely through the hearts of all par- | fore they will not throw the blame on the
ties in the state—subjects, rulers, and all ex- | church established, for not accomplishing what
veutive agencies—the proper relation of the | the church free cannot accomplish. If they
¢hurch to the state—nnt to appose but to in- | were guided by the logic of events, they would
finence towards what is good. However, | no longer stickle for what they called their
this question has not adranced one inch to- | principle, but be prepared to coalesae again.
wards a selution by the disruption, as is
shown by the recent Cardross case. All hu-
man jndgmer;lzs are fallille; fxmdl perhapsi
considering the constitutior: of ecclesiasticu N
and civil c%urts, the latter being brought toa New Brunswick.
mmuch higher degree of perfection than the| THE Presbytery of St. John held their us-
former, more compicte justice may be luoked | ual autumnal meeting at St. John, on Wed-
for from Lords of Session and Chief Justi- | nesday, 8th October. The business was
ces, than from a conglomeration of minisiste- | chiefly of a routine character. The only mat-
rial brains. | ter of interest was a communication from the
Both these questions having arisen out of ¢ Trustees of St. Johns Church, Moncton.
the circumstances of the Cnristian Church, 1+ OQur congregation there appears. in common,
wd having had an importance assigned them j it is to be feared, with all classes of the com-
through the subtlety of human speculation, | munity, to feel the pressure of the times. I
which did not rightly belong to them, we | do not think it necessary at present to go in-
‘hiuvk that difference of opinion upon them | to particulars, as a committee of Preshytery
4id not warrant a disruption. Al may grant | has been appointed to correspond with the
hat revolution against constituted authority | Trustees, and make such arrangements as
iv allowable under certamn circumsiances— | may ke best in the circumstances.
when that authority abuses i's power, and | ‘The congregation at Moncton occupies an
there i3 no other remedy than revolution. | interesting and somewhat peculiar position
Thingshad not come to the pass in the Church | Many years ago a minister of our Church re-
af Scatland, which required so urgent a rem- | sided and iaboured there. It was the day of
edy. ¥ anything was wrong within it, there | small things; and as was to he éxpected, he
should have been a long and strenuous offort ! had many privations to encure. Fhe seces-
:0 correct it, remaining in it. But the Free | sion of 43 occurred. A few of the people
{harch party in rehelling because they couid | sympathised with the Free Church. Free
net immediately have their own way in the ! Church ministers visited the place. A few
General Assembly, acted in violation of one | Free Church residents settled there; and for
of their own precious principles, numely, that { a short time a Free Church minister laboured
the majority shonld rule. If the Church was | there. .
not fulfilling its mission satisfactorily, then it |  After his removal it was a question from
was manifestly their duty to remain i it, and | which Churck a minister should be solicited.
strive to, put things as they ought to be. 1t | The peaple acted wisely. They called a gen-
1« nothing short of petulance for 8 member of | eral meeting. The question was put, and the
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