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penalty on the person offending, and that
bribery either by the candidate or his agent
is the onily offence that will void an election.

The distinction, therefore, betweeu the Cor-
rupt Practices Prevention (Imperial) Act of
1854, and the OJntario Act of 1868, which (for
the purpose of a comparison between thein)
înay be called the correspouding Act, is very
important. By the Imperial Act, bribery,
treating,-either of an individual or a meet-
ing,-and unidue influence eitber by the can-
didate or bis agent, will void an election. By
the On tarie Act only the offence of bribery by
the candidate or bis agent wili have the saine
effect.

It wilI now be important to consider the
Imperial Statute 31 & 82 Vic. cap. 125, to whicb
the Ontario Statute, 34 Victoria, commonly
called the Controverted Elections Act of 1871,
corresponds, and note the distinctions between
the two Acts, in s0 far as tbey affect the con-
clusions arrived at above with reference t0
the Imperial Act of 1854, and the Ontario Act
of 1868.

By the Imperial Statute, 31 & 32 Victoria,
section 3, bribery, treating and undue influence
are declai'ed to be corrupt practices; and hy
section 46 of the saine Act it is declared that
for the purpose of di'sqiviifyiug a candidate
in pursuance of section 36 of the Corrupt
Practices Prevention Acfe of 1854, (a candidate
gnilty of cerrnpt practices other than bribery
within. section 43 of the 31 & 32 Victoria),
the report of tbe Judge, hefore whomn the
election petition is tricd, shall have the saine
effeet as the report of a Committee of the
Bouse of Comînons.

Section 48 of the saine Act enacts that
wherever it is preved that bribery has been
comrnitted by or with the knowiyedge or con-
sent of the candidate, lie shall ho deemed
guilty of personal' bribery, and imposes cer-
tain very severe disqualifications for seven
years.

By the Ontario Act, 834 Victoria, the Con-
trovertefi Elections Act of 1871, section 46,
if is declared that when auy corrupt practice
bas been committed by or with the knowledgeI
and consent of auy candidate at an election,
bis election, if ho shall be elecfed, shall be
void, and he shall during the eight years next
after the date of bis being se tounéd guilty, be
incapable of being elected to, and of sitting in
the Legislative Assembly, and varions other

disabilitiet. Section 3 of the saine Act defines
t'corrnpf practices," or " corrnpf practice,"
to mean bribery and undue influence, and
illegal and prohbiited acts in reference to
elections-or any of such offences-as defined
by Act of the Legisiature.

It will ho rernemnbered that section 61 of
of the 82 Victoria, prohibited tbe treating of
electors, and imposed certain pecuniary penal-
ties on any person gýuilty of the offence, but
did not void tbe election, and that section 72
of the saine Act detlued the offer.ce of undue
influence, andi iinposed a penalty on auy person
committing flie offence, but also did flot void
the election.

The 34 Vie. section S, as we have seen,
defines " corrupt practice" or " corrnpf prac.
tices" to be bribery and undue influence, and
illegal and prohibited act, in reference te
elections,-or any of such offences-as defined
hy Acf of the Legisiature.

It is presumefi that this definition will be
held not to incinde every triflîng- act, but only
sncb as partake of flic saine nature essentially
as lirihery and undue influence.

If will ho seeu, therefore, that by the joint
operation of these fwo Ontario Acts, 82 & 34
Vie., bribery, undue influence, and perliaps
the treating of mecetings of electors, coutrary
te section 61 of the 32 Vic., by or with the
knowledge or consent of the candidate, will
void tbe election, but that the only offence
that wvill affect the seat, wlien commifted by
an agent, is the offence of bribery.

What wili avoi t an election, therefore,
under the . existiug law of the Province of
Ontario mnay ho generally stafed te ho:

l3ribery, and it may be trcating, sender
*60t ion 61 of S2 Vie, or utndue influence
by or witm the Jenozciecie or contentof ticecan-
dideete hirneif, and aIse, possibly, general
bribery, general treating, or general rioting
tbronghont the constitnency, altbongb the can-
didate may have been wliolly unconnected by
himself or his agents witli sncb general bribery,
treating or riotiug; but that bribery only by an
agent, in the parlia'nentary sense ef the term,
will avoid the election, differiug in this respect
apparently froin the law of Eugland, for
there, net ouly bribery, but also treating and
undue influence hy the act ef the agent wil
have -that effect.

As te wbat will reuder vtoid a vete.-By
section 47 ef the 84 Vie., if is declared that "if
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