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Our authoý then goes on to rtview
the various exercises wvhich George be.
lieved to be laid upon him, and then
notes that &It was certainly a big con-
tract, and George had his time iully
occupied. Neyer in the ivhole course
of bis life could he see anything sinful
or oppressive, or a sham, wîthout a
burning desire to remedy ir, and so hie
always went at it full tilt, heed1ebs of
what nisight be involved to himself in
pain and sufièrîng and perbecution.
Anyone who understands the times hie
lived in will flot be surprised to learn
that in a short un-je his pursuance of
this course of action led him into jail."
H-ere, in company with his compariions,
bis sufférings were great, not only for
the want of the necessaries but of the
comforts of lie, wl.ch it was under-
stood might have been relieved if well
paid for. "But this the Quakers re-
fused to do, ha% ing scruples on the
score of bribery, and consequently
their sufferings were intense»" Our
author then briefiy passes in review the
characLers of many of those who stood
as pioneers in the advancement of
truth, and associates with George Fox,
bringing it down to the ime of Cromn-
wvell, whum George did not hesitate to
interview in behaif of his friends wvhen
occasion required it, and "that Crom--
well possessed a certain admiration for
Quakers and their ways is flot to be
doubted"; and on one occasion hie ex-
pressed "'that here was a people whom
hie could not win by eithier gaifts or
honors, but ail other sects and people
I can.» Once, when Geuige had lain
in ptison for a long ime, a Quaker
vent to Cromwell and beggd to, be
altowed to take hîs place and finish his
sentence for hiîn. This evidence of
true affection vîhich the lawv would not
allow to be put to the test, so im-
pressed Cromwell, that, turnîng to his

great mren and Council lie said,"Which
of you would do as much for me if 1
were in the same condition"; and here
reinarks our author : "It is an open
Suestii r) as to whether if the general
body of Quakers had remnained truc to
their first principles and evangelical
mode of work, there would ever have
been any need for a Salvation Ariy."
. . "'Neyer man had a more curious
commission than George Fox. He
lived a day at a time, and every day
the inner Light in his soul shone upon
the path that hie was to tread that day.
Sometimes hie knew months before.
hand what the Lord would require of
hirn next. If his mission was blessed
with nauch fruit, he gave thar ks and
passed on. If it ended in what ive
cal! failure or disaster, his heart was in
perfect peace ; God had sent hinm, and
it was a part of the Quaker creed that
God's errands neyer fail."

"Carlyle says : 'No grander thing
was ever done than when George Fo\,
stitching himself in a suit of leathern,
went forth determined to find truth for
himself and to do battie for iL against
ail superstition and h)igotry." Once
having found that truth, his whole life
wvas one continuai battle for liberty to
follow it. There is no doubt about it,
if George Fox and bis followers had
failed in their mission or shirked theit
responsibilities, the world would be a
much worse place to live in than it is
to-day. Liberty of conscience wou!d
soon have been a thing of the past,
and religion would have been hope.
lessly and inextricably mixed up with
politics. But George boldly deerîded
the ininer sanctuary of the soul. Wilh
its secrets no stranger might interfert,
The Voice that only lie cou]d hear
speaking to him there, lie would and
did obey. "That this was uncon-
promisingly done, the eligious world
of to-day owes a debt of gratitude ta
the Quakers. They were a curioui
people, simple and steadfast, and tru!
to their inward leadings. George dob
not seem to have been in any sens.62


