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NATURAL HISTORY.

TUE CROSBILL.
-Ive suppose it is well known, ta Most of

'Our readers, that thore is a bird calleti the
*Crossbill, on noccunt of the fact diat the
eztremîtier, of the bill cross cach other. 1It
is -a instanice of imperfect adoption, as lins
beoin allegéd by those wlîa charge Cod
foalishly. The ingenuity and researcla of
Dr.'Paley oven did not eanable binm ta givo
a -godd and satisfnctory ulswver ta thak aile-

*~atoji.JU~wiiudt'or au;hlt wve k-now to
the -contrnry, ta llr. Oaks, of Ipswich, ta
make, a fou disco"'ry of the use of such a
fermitfan of the Zeak of the bird. Wc
bèardl him, in, a lectuio glVe an accoutit
someting. like thre following. Deing out
-une dayin quest of saniet evariety, lie
aboat e upon apine tree,blaviigbroken îts
wine, it fell into bis possession, andi proN,Ëd

So be a OiisbiIl. Ho ùinxediatcly riieiJd
0a Ifzd out, if possible, w~hiat was tho suli-

*itntte, on whlicla it feeds, andi the use of
such peculiar confurniation of the mntî.
On prescuting te it several substances, lie
fe¶înd it unable ta pick'thon> up, and after
miany efforts ta find a substance vhichi it
~eould çr-would ont,- lie almost despaired of
succoeding,~ an~d feared tbat- the bird mnust
>àd7e of storvutia.

Ife suddenly bethought him, however,
tliat-t#e- bird vas* foutid on a pino trec.-
Rie broxùgbt, therefere, sanie of the secti oÇ

'4he pinè,(. . buds saume four inches long,
compioed of seules, andr laid thora beforo
thée a¶njost f4anished bird,,wvben limediately

'ho put bis peculiar apparatus into successfiil
kopra.iÔ> 0 ndiatbothat hofeitlluiseif

at home. ' Eu tlirust Iiis closeti beak 'be-
:tvcenl the scales, thon opening bis xioutlî se
tiait the icale§ wo se fer distetided as t.
toosea-- the red seed, which bas a thî:î
ialeibrade ta k,ý I' serve as a Ving tur favuir
it9wlitfe chi.ilatiôn with bis slimy tangue,
'-wwiclksluek ta this mnLxbÎaae, ,be drew the
kedjnta bis moatth, andi thon withdrew bis

beak. But bow sloulti ho swaliow the set
with titis husky membrane attachied ta it ?
This difficulty lie retnoveti in the fullewing
inanner. MVith much dexterity lie turneti
the seeti 50 as ta place the rmembranie le-
twoen the crosseti part cf bis beak, wlticb
lie uscd ns a Pair of scissLors, and trignaieti
lus seed ta his liking andi sîvallowed it.
Ail tîlis vns donc wîtb sou xu facility tîat
lie very s00» satislicti lits hun-er. Tîtasono
fact je Worth :a fortune ta iaa'%taralîsts, Untd
4demonstrates ta tho humble believer in the
Suproaîe I3ciig, tîtat kt is the boight cf

*presumnption fuc nity aa ta allege tlt
anytliag« is made ini vain. 4 Not a spavrow
faîls tu the groulîid witlîcut bis notice.' it a
bird is foti aitlîout bis all-wiso [îravisman fur
it.

B1<>GRAP Li Y.

James Cook, a celebrated navigator, %ias
boni at Marton in Yorkshire, in 1721). is
parents wvero in humble circunistances, andi
nt an eanly ego lie was vpprentîceti ta a
sliopkeeper nt Sitlî but Iîaving au inclin-
ation te the sea, bis master gaveý up his
indeutures, aîîd lie kound htniself%,to Mtr.

Wlra shîpowner ini the coril liade at
luIitby. On thie breaking out of 'the war

in 1755 lie cntered on board the Eaglo alun
uf war, andi oltained, ini 1739, a warrant as
master. Hec se-.veti in iliat capncity ait the
reduction cf Quebea, andi whtlo oi tluat
station,.vnse eloyed ini taking the soundings
of the river St. Lawrence; afterivards lie
ivas engaged in anaking a chart of the saine
river,w~haclî he execaitet with great accuracy.
Hol xvas itextwitlo trd Calvil, ini the Nor-
thunmberlandi, at the retakaing of Newfound-
Iaud,cf wbich coast ho inade asurvey. On
lus rettirii te Enuglanti in 1762 lie mai rieti a
repectable youuîg woman at Barking, ini
Essex, for whom. lie liad alwvays the tenderest
regard. l'fi o ycar fol lowing hoeaccoapaniod
captain Graves, governor of Newfoundland,
~vIîere lie mnade niany curious rescarches, and

*obserîtil a suinr eclipe, ait accaunt cf whiclî
he transmittete otho royal society. It being
resolvoti ta senti out persans ta Otaheite, in
thae South sen, for the puruose cf observing
the transit of Venus, in Î '1O9, M4r. Cook
was, selccted for the commndat, anti raisedl ta
thc rank of lieutenant. lu Augaist 1768,
ho saileti in tho Endeavour, accompanieti by
DMr. Grecn, as astronomer, Mr now sir.

tratisit was accunitvl) an.d utiuly
13tli aur îîavigatur lut Otdltt.îte cii a voyaa4e
of dtscavery, ini ahiclt lie disciovert a
inîmber of I slands, tu %wlmiclt lie ga'te the
aiie of Soecty islat'ds. Oetober (1tl ho
alncioreti ut Newv Zc,îlitit, wli lie uirc'Ituu-
navigated. F ront thacuice lie saileil ta New
lnlltd, lus accantat, af i-,Iàiclà ecxasiuned a

setileient ticte, îtanied by lit»i 13'taiav
Bay. He arriveti, after inany daniger-,
Juite 12, 17.1, an in A Aîigust followîng
%vis appair.ted a coman,der ini the iîavy.
T1hîe existene eh' a ietîtluerti eottjîtot hîuît;i
stiU. ait ttîdeoiiled liestion, captain Couk
,vas eîui1 loyed tu nîtltr voyage to ascertain
t.ic point , and 1-e accordutgly siaileti %vitit
two s ijîs, the Ilesoltition, cutumanded hy
liinîseîf, atnd the Adveîîturq, by captin'
Furancaux, .Jidy 13, 177>2. lit tItis voyage'
thiey oxploreti the suitîtern ltemispiere ns.-'
lîigh as latitude 71 10, ainidst iiiiiiieit!>
ields r.id nioueittitis af ir.e, wheire n ship hU4
niee b.-eii -,but ina(ie course of it theu tea.
i-essels pîarie(' , anti iever joineti cacl üthier

nti.Captaiu Cookr, aiter reshitg nt
Utabeite, sasled ta te ivestward, cati die-
cevereti a groupe, xvlîich lo calleti tic Frienti-
.lyis1es. lie neit fel ini with tie islandi.
d.-scovereti by Q-_utroq, andti havitîg surîeyed:
tîtei ail, denoinateti tlacîn thc New
I{ebrides. Ice next discovercul a large
islanti, whîici lie calleti Ncw Caledenia;
anti enother, naineti by lii Norfolk islanti,
wiuîel lias since been colonizoti, After
niany other additions ta our geographical
knowledge, but Wvithiout attaini'lg the nîaiek
object, lic arrived safe nut Spit!.ead, July 30,
1775,-d uring whiîdh. peri lous voyage, ot ly one
man ha <lied eut ol' 118 on board the esse-
lution. lie %vas now raiseti te the± tank cf
post captaîn, and appi ted ta a post ina
Greenwich liospîtal, Miueè adîniralty having
reselveti te dctjeruitîiie the. dîsputed <1uestior,
wvhethcr there be a nortitern comtîunicatiort
betwcetî thîe Atlantic andi Pacifie oceans,
Captain Cook willingly voltn:eered bis
services on thc oocasion,,.and July 12, 1770,
satled frora Plymeuth iii the Ilsolu i,
nacompaitied by another vessel calleti tue
Discovery. Ho carrieti utiitiliaii» anative
cf the Society islands, nameti Omai,,tvbont
hie had. brouglît to, Englanti at lais own re-
quest. Aftcr tauching et Otaheite, the.
captain's favourite spot, lio suulet te Bu-
ahoiue, wberc Ornai iras landed wit bhis
presents, wlîich ha hait receiveti in England.


