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The Lesson Heart Talk

BY MRS, J.

Why should we take this apparently back-
ward leap from the light days of Jesus, the
Congueror by the cross, to the dim days of
Hez h, the troubled king of Judah, and Sen-
nacherib, the proud monarch of Assyrin? Be-
cause there is a distinet connection between the
Old Testament and the New.
There is the same teaching in both, the same
gospel of the unchangeable God. This story of
trinl and Bennacherib’s defeat is
and parable too. When shall we ever
learn its lesson, a lesson reiterated in the teach-
ings of Jesus—that God is in closest touch with
human affairs, and that it is highest wisdom
to trust his word and his providence in the face
of everything ningly adverse to his prom-
and his will?  The Rabshakeh from As-
syria well personifies the temptations confront-
ing a and  perplexed soul, It was
Jerusalem's extremity—Jerusalem, where God
had said the throne of David should he estab-
lished All the other cities of Judah
Liad fallen into the Assyrian's hands, and the
king had retreated to the fortress of his capigal.
If this shall fall, only ruin, defeat, and death
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will be left. dut his heart was brave, for it
was singing Luther's hymn written centuries
after:

A strong tower is the I.nul our God,
To shelter and defend us,

and by his faith he held up the faint hearts
aronnd him.  But now comes the lullmhnkvll
with specious words, compromises, threats, sco

allurements, and an array of facts so real

to delude anyone going by the sight of h
eves and not by faith in llu- Unseen,  “What
nonsense is this,” he says, “to trust in a God
who 1

ver yvet has proved himself stronger than
the forces of men! Look at the cit around
you and see how one has heen overpow-
ered by Assyria, They trusted their uml\ but
what good did it do? T tell you it is might
that conquers: money, men, anil implements of
war are the forces that win, It is so useless
for you to stay inside these walls and starve:
come out and make a compromise with us and
we will make it for you. Look at the
facts,  Did anyone ever get on who tried to
stand against money and power? And, besides,
do you think yvour God cares for nobody hut
vou? He told us to come up against Jeru-
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1. Verse 10. They who look only at the
things seen canmot but think the men of ‘faith
mad. They who look at the things unseen
cannot but know that the men of sense are
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salem,  You need not think he is going to do
some great thing for a little handful of people
just because you say you believe in him.  You
only say it with your lips; you do not wreally
expect him to help you. Your gion is no
better than ours: do not let your king nor your
God deceive you.,” Al tested, besieged soul,
having lost all else, and driven into your one
fortress of faith in God and his promises, does
the tempter so speak to you? He did so speak [heir
to David when he saw the prosperity of the “V.II'“"
wicked in contrast with his own losses and dis A ;(‘:“
couragements.,  And when Hezekiah heard what Is but ¢
the Rabshakeh said, like David, his faith fal- No mor
tered for just a little while; but not for long, ”::"“ ‘:
%21 i Hse
hecause he found the hiding place of sy
strength in God. He said to Isainh, in sub- Short-li
stance: “Can faith carry out in real life what "‘ ""'“
in spiritual vision it sees? Can we really holl
on to God in this extremity until we get the
victory?"  In his need he besought the prophet
to pray for him, and was reassured, we
help one another by our prayers and by our
steadfast trust,
The king commanded the people not to an- f'R
y ! of Senng
swer the Rabshakeh a word, We give the : enna
re
quite pos
liffore
besieged  fortress, 'fln'“"' ‘
is our God to fight our battles.” yet the h
the use in saying that to the world as they dq
dent in its arm of flesh? Do you re
member the little woman patiently filling her
pots of oil, and the unseen Hand using that
unworldly-wise method to pay her debts?
you recall the mountain filled with hor
chariots while the young man cried,
Master, what shall we do?" God was watching
Jerusalem, It was a typical scene—Rabshakeh
and a powerful army outside; Hezeki
trate in distress, yet with God in
could be no question of where the vic tory woull
be.
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tempter an advantage when we argue with him,
The unbeliever knows nothing of a believer's
reason

for holding on to a
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“Thinkest sometimes llml thy Father
Hath forgot?

Though the clouds m'nun(l thee gather
Doubt him not,

Always hath the daylight broken,

Always hath he comfort spoken,

Better hath he heen for vears
Than thy fears,
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fools. The latter elahorately prove that the w3l
former are impotent, but ‘they have left out one
factor in their calculations, and that is God
One man and God at his back are stronger
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