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way runiting Up te the ptilpit, axîd the kclioteeb ascends it and preaches to the
Mfohaimîn.edais every Fridlay non. Mlien Cliristian miissiona.ries, coniiing te
that coiuntry, bcgin to preacli, they iinderstaind it as a divine ordinance.
Tlîey believe in preaching , they listen te preaching; they are aceustonmed
te it ail tieir lives.

7. There is ne more eem»perate people on the face of the earthi. The [Coran
forbida the use of ivines andi iiquors ini any shape. The ortbodox Mosicîn is
afraid to cuiltivate grapes, for fear of their being con verted iiite wilue ; but
the Koran promises thent. riv'ers of wine iii Paradise if they iil unly wait. 1
have seeii In one day silice I liave been in Anierica more drunken nen than
I have seen in Syria iii fi-,ve years. They use coffee. Their cofFiee-hloiuses are
te be found eve.rywhere. Instead of meeting at night ini the beastly manner
of civilized nations, an'1 fillitig thernselves with poisonous spirituois, liquors,
thîey sit down in the coffee biouses on luiv stools, sip tlieir ecg-sliell eps of
coffee, listen te the reading of the Arabian Niglîts, or the story of Antar,
the Arab Hercules, tili nine o'ciock. Thien they 0g<> home ; the liglit's aie ex-
tinguished, and the city is iii profound darkness and silence.

The tenîperate habits cf the Mebamninedans are very favourable te the
receptien of divine truth-for tlieir suber consideration of the trtuth ivheîî it
is presented.

8. Again, they ail believe in the need of religion ; they ail helieve ia the
ccrtainty of retributien ; they ail believe that God is a God who xviii avenge
Ris owni naine. Omei cf the Mesemu shieikhs iii Mecca hiad a vision tu'o ycars
agco. He xvas se zealous for bis own faith that lie inourned over the relapse
fromn it. H1e louokei into Paradise and lie only saw seven olannds;al
the rcst liad been faithiess; and lie preachied a revival of Molîaniniedaisin.
They believe in the need cf religion ; they have no respect for a titan who,
bas no religion. If a tiani bas a religion, they say, very %weil ; but thie idea
of a inan without a religion is beyond the understanding of a Mvohianuuiedan.

Again, they believe ini the doctrine cf fate. 1 belie-ve that that doctrine
is gemgn te bave a great bearing in the future, iii the days wlicn tue Meb)Ianii-
niedans begin to tturn te Christ. If the Muîslems in Syria were te hear to-
day thiat the Sultan liituself had bcconAe a Christian, they %veuld say : " It iu
the decr,:e cf God ; God se (rdered it." That is the way they receive eveîy-
thing that is unpleasant or disa!ureeab1e te thin.

tAgain, iii the conflict betweezi civilization and barbarism, Islamuisi imust
be the loser. Thieir lav is webbed, and woveni, fast to, the K<'ranl but it is
contrary te modern civilizationi. It is contrary te the 1Coian te pay interest.

jTbey are consistent ini that respect witli regard to tme interest on Tturkish
bonds ; but it is contrary te the ICoran te takc or te grive interest. It is cu-
tn. ry te the ICoran te establish quarautine. Bankezs are coutrary to te
Koran ; the whole systeni of custoni-bonses is centrary te the ICeorani ; y2t
there is an Ottomian bank-, and qutarantine laws of the inost stringent charac-
ter, alid a new conmmercial code ail thronghi the empire. Thiese, are iu deadt(ly
cemîflict w'ithî the Koraxi. (One or the ethier miust go deivu, and, it is very easy
te sec which. is te succunnb.

Again, tbere are no e rau societies li'Ke the Bible societies cf Christianity.e
if 3'ou go inte a Meohannedan beokstore in Daniascus te buy a Korani yeni
,will 'ri refused; tliey wvill net selI thmat sacred book te an infidel. Thcy wil
net a!llow yen te te.-chî or read it if they caui hielp it ; they ihl net allow yen
to translate it inte anether language. Cbri stianity ceontes ivitlî. its millions cf
copies of the Bible iu a cbeap and attractive ferin, in ail the lauguages spoken
by mcxxn, while the Mosleni stands Iiiigg-itig bis sacred Kuran. lu titis re-I
spect Cliristimînit.y has an limense advantage.

A-ait), the Mobiammedaxîs believe titat, iii tbe latter dlay, there is to be a
grea1t apostacy. The latter day is lhurrying on wvhen thiere xvill ne't bû a

Swep thrcugli Syria which wilI blow away the Keran itse]f. Thecy have ne
idPr4 new that tbeir religion is geing te spread, ever the face cf the earth. It


