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" & thecir bands, turning Up their hecels up-wards, whomc slic would 1ollowe ani
"whlecle so hierse.f, nakcd as she was, ail the fort over ?" Arc. we any butter

off bc.qause of thib victory of truth ?-bcaise this charming romanic liasý
ben desti'ôYe d~

Mr. Gould, in his entertaining volume Cu;%"ius Myths of the Mllidt Af1es,
sl~ys that, it is the painful duity of the antiquarian to dispel miany à~ popuidýîr
bolief',' and toi probe the grounidlessncss of many an hi*storieail statemient. Bit
why? The autiquarian's labors are self-imposed, and hie might spare bt
Iiiiiseif' and others pain if hie did ilot meddle, with stories whicb hiave in a
mcasuee oine, to be implicitly believed; and the disproval of ýVhich only
awakens doubt as to everything.

Thle g*entleman -above quote(l, for instance, lias shown us that several stories
wvhicli.have ror.ecenturies been received as reports of actual occurr .ences are~
ithing but myths. One of thiese is the weIl-known story of W imiuTei
Now, the story of Tdll's nerve and courage bias been»îý theme on whvlichl the
Pqet and tli ' qo'rator lovcd te dWell. It bias a-wakened the loftiest enmotions iù
tlie breast of. the struýgIixxg patriot, and nerved the arîn of the oppr essed to
deeds of tÈé hnôblest lieroi8in. Men everywvhure, and in ce ery station cf liÉe,
have feit tle ifluenece of this stery of unflinclxing bravery ; and the v.ery n aine
of Tel lias becorne* iiû our cars synonymous withi outspoken hiatr-ed of tyiahts.
It is imýossibIe te over-estimatte the good tlhat the relation of Tell's action
is done. Yct iMr'. Gou14 actually undertakes te show us that ail this is a

mistak-é: and'tiat thôè i'or1d lias been adniiring but a'shadowr Accord"in-"t'e.
thé ordinarà1 r'lated accounts cf Tcll's action, 1ýeit took place in te year 1307;,
but Saxo Grammaticus, a* Danish writer of thile fWel 4th century, telis the story
cf a hero of bis own country wvlî lived four ceiituries before the'date, of T' s
adventure. 'It'alào app'ears in Norwegian hiistorwt aitôs gin
again. lu thie Farqe Islands, it is current under a slightly different ferra.
The parties are. Geyti; Àslak's son, and king Ilarô'ld. 'The former Iiad van-
quished the9 latter in A. swimming. match, and 'the, king,. angry at his diýconi-
fiiTe, bids hýs riv4d shoot a haz'el nut from off blis brother's head. Mr. Gould
q ùetes the siory in verse..

"IOn the string the shaft; he l aid,
4ýnd God bath hieard bis prayer;

Ho0 shot the little nut away,
Nor hurt the lad a liair."

The kihg asks hii-.

1"-Liet thec, Geyti, Aslak's son,
And truly tell te, me,Whexefore Ladst thou arrowsà twain
ln the wood y'estreen with the?"

"Tierofore, ,ad 1 arrows. twain
Ygeitreen in the woods, with nme:

Had 1 but, pierced niy brother dear,
* The othxer had. piercêd thee."

'Mi. Gould qnotes English, Finnish, and even Persian versions of the stcxry,
ad'cbmnes to' thé conclso thtti o. i.ig ma :nyvý-u

Of the saesol cterd.trougli countries asr emote as Pri ,and Tceèland,


