13¢5, Novemner 25th, 1896.)
. The The following resolutions are proposed
his sos [l (or adoption by the Synod :
heews @ | The Synod rejolces in the kaowledge
e thoo  (hat 50 many of the young people in our
man." B lund are baunding themselves together in the
Church @ sorvice of Christ, aud urges minlsters and
s those [ essions to give loving encouragement and
0 leave M couasel to those who are thus striving to ad-
to the I ynce the cause of the Master,
girdle 2. The Syaod urges upon Presbyteries
toillog I8 \ye desirabllity of securing full information
bt for [ 44 10 the socleties within thelr bounds, also
» aud M \ve formation of Presbyterial societies where
considered advisable, and the holding of an
of the [l sunual conference on the subject at some
h they [l ederunt of Presbytery.
amy re 3. Tbe Synod reiterates the General
slck in [l Assembly’'s recommendation ln regard to
or aad Wincaeys, (1) To adopt some systematic
s and Jimethod of raising funds; (2) To give the
church [l first place to the support of work connected
liters- @i with thelr own congregations and to the
gely io JRgreat misslonary, educational and benevo-
v’s So [Rknt schemes of our own Church.
arks ip 4. The Synod warmly spproves of the
e con. JRplan of study proposed by the Assembly’s
s relig. JiCommittee with a view to bringlng more
«d with fisdequately before the young people the
»n tha [ doctrine, polity, bistory and work of the
s Lord @ Church, and- earnestly urges the ministers
oplue J1nd sessions and Young People’s Societies
seople Jito carry it out as far as possible.
benl
ftheit WPHE FIREWORKS AT PARIS IN
arptls: HONOR OF THE CZ4AR AND
ought CZARINA.
ecord —
umble BY REV. T. FENWICK.
* con. _—
tds of I lately received from Rev. M. Villeger,
destly [lol Auxerre, Yonoe, France, four copies of
ethee [le Petit Jourmal of Paris, which contain a
.y and fRrery fall account of the festivitles there on
aaked [ive occasion of the visit to it of *'the Rus-
 and Jlian sovereigas ' (les souverains russes)—the
“ In. W“tsar” and “‘tsarine.” Below I give a
of the [itnasiation of the descriution of the principal
e it Qireworks then displayed. These, I need
s the Qi say, were of a very different kind from
rm of [lithose displayed by the French at the Mala.
s, and [llbofl, -September 8th, 1855, The fewer of
& see- M ihe latter the better,
livine THE FIREWORKS,
k';'::: Several fireworks were let off yesterday
b different parts of Paris, but fo the curlous,
deed. By, < real thing ” was the display of them
f the [y the Trocadero. Thither flowed the
® art Woowd in a compact mass formiog a real
ce of Mlwa with its eddles. Three huadred thou-
€5 45 Band persons took possession of the terraces
¥, 3 Bud the approaches to the Palace, to witaess
wlar- Mieir favorite spectacte. The Trocadero
out 2 Mns marvellously lighted up. The cascades
dur [vhich had been motionless for a long time,
 find Bvere made to play. In the gardens, the
mis- Mivbole of which next the Seine was guarded
1ddl- My soldiers, small lamps, chandellers, and
mes, Mhite globes, shed a trilllant lustre.
part, At 9.30 p.m., the first fuosees farrowed
pary Qe sky, and the first bombs burst in a rain
nsto i many-colored stars, amid the ringing
fot Wishouts and cheers of the multitude.
brls- On a sudden, there was an awful uproar.
time i The Eiftel Tower seemed all in a blaze with
ared Jird Bengal lames. Then all went out, and
: few W colossal St. George (1) of twenty-five
vors JKuoare metres (2) in lamps in blue, red,
and Jtreen, aud yellow glass, appeared at the top
Io- o the second platform of the tower.
s en: Then the latter lighted itselt up from top
oot Mubottom. From sll the iron beams of the
orld finst buildiog, bouquets, volcanoes, torna-
Re: JRdoes, and cascades, gushed, while a cloud
and @of Roman candles shot up from the Jena
Joty QR brldge.
reh.. The finale was a real piece.of enchant-
>me JRutot. More than eighteen thousand fusees
s'of Jburst at-once, opening -out into -stars of
and Jdouble aud triple colors, forming glittering
‘e to Bteaves of gold and siiver, wotiderful showers
sro- J42d diabolical crackers in the midst of the
ttee J*td clonds -from Bengal lights. It was en-
tity, §l pturiog.
om- At 10 pm. all was-over, aod the.crowd
for B lowly moved away Into Parls which was
¢ it J§ Unminated.

THE CANADA

From 8 o’clock a considerable crowd be-
gan to move along towards the Seine to be
present at the festivities of the evening,

The Place de Ia Concorde, the Espla-
vade des Invalides, the gardens of the Tro-
cadero, the Champ de Mars, the bridges
and the plers on the right ‘side, and on the
left of the river were soon crowded with
people. The very barges were full of the
curlous,

The Seine was furrowed with boats grace-
fully adorned with Ven?tlan lanterns,

——— .

I caunot, for lack of space, give a transla-
tion of the description nf the illuminations.
Le Pelit Journal says of them: ¢ Never
has Paris witnessed an evenlng flestival so
remarkably successful.”

(1) S'. George is the patron saint of
Russia, as well as of ** Merrie England.” At-

tending to both countries must keep him
very busy.

‘(2) A metre lacks a very slight fraction of
forty 1aches.

Woodbridge, Oat., Nov.,, 1896.

THE CHINESE QUESTION.

MR. EDITOR,—1] have noticed of ate re-
ferences in your columaus to the discussion
which took place at the late session of the
House of Commons anent the question of
keepiog Chinese out of the Domivion or, at
least, making it more difficult for them to
come in, The question is largely one of ex-
pediency or policy, and, I confess, to some
amusement at the persistent way in which
some folk insist upon discussing it asifit
were eutirely a matier of religion or morals.

I know a little about the matter, having
had some special opportaulties of looking
{oto it, and I venture'to say that no uvpre-
judiced person, fairly well infornied in the
premises, will dispute the substantial accu-
racy of the subjoined propositions :

1. John Chinaman (the average Chinese
immigram) is gifted with a capacity for
monotonous, plodding, machine-like labor ;
heis also gifted with acquisitiveness, and
these qualities, coupled with the fact that be
must work or starve when he comes to this
country, have gained for him a repmation
for industry. But any one who has had op-
portunity to observe how little he will do out
of the line of direct pursuit of gain knows
that he is industrious only in the lower sense
of the word,

2. He s quick at * picking up the knack”
of doing things, and bhere again is machine-
like. Taugbt to do a thing in a certain way,
he will keep on doing it that way ; set in a
groove and started, he will generally run
right along in that groove. It follows, of
course, that in these days of one man to one
process, he can find employment in a good
many trades.

3. Heis spokea of as frugal and econo-
mical. I grant that he is, with the qualifi-
cation that the words ar> used in their lower
sense. These qualities, so far as he possesses
them, are the children of his acquisitiveness ;
he has none of that hatred of waste which is
the basis of true and praiseworthy economy.

4. Morally—well, we know something of
heathen morality. Policy and adread of the
law do much to deter him from crime ; still
he is a good deal ip evidence asa sneak-
thief and petty offender.

5. His spirit is the spirit of the serf ; not
of the freeman. He seems destitote of those
sentiments and feelings from which the
heroic virtnes spring,

6. He refuses to rise to the level of cur
clvilization ;-you cannot make a cltizen of
him; he remains a Chinaman to the end.

7. I'know that opinions differ, but I am
inclined to give him credit for being rather
cleanly than otherwise as far as his own
person Is concerned ; but it is vevertheless
true that he is content to almost literally
wallow infilth. His surroundings are gen-
erally unsanitary to a disgustiog extent, No
-one who raads can be ignorant of the fact
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that he Is the despair of boards of health,
opposing to their eforts a vis inerfiae which
would be admirable in a good cause,

8. He Is a bachelor for the most part;
and a dozen of him will live in a shanty hard.
ly fit, as far as its size is concerned, to be the
kitchen of a white laboret's cottage ; and
generally not fit, as far as its appearance is
concerned, to be the woodshed,

Now let us look for a moment at another
thing which bas an important beariog on
the question at issue—to wit, the condition
of the white workingman. Let us limit the
argument to him in the meantime. He
must wait for some one to hire bim, and he
must sell his labor at the market price. It
is to be remembered also that in the labor
market of late years the supply has tended
geuerally to exceed the demand not only in
Canada but in the Urited States as well

Admit, then, to this overstocked labor
market, a swarm of men possessing the
qualifications set forth in propositions 1 and
2 ; acceptable to the monopolistic * boss "
for the reason set fcrth in proposition s ;
having a standard of comfort and decency so
far below ours that they can accumulate
money from wages which would compel even
a single man, who tried to live as we expect
decent white men to live, to content himself
with the prospect of a bare existence, and
what will be the result ? I need not trace
the steps of the process ; they must be plain
to the meanest intelligence ; the Dominion
of Canada would become a Chinese colony.

1 am quite willing to grant that it is pos.
sible so to change conditions that we need
fear no such result from the opening of our
ports to the Chinese. But I fail to see that
any considerable namber of those who pose
as the friends of * John ”’ and wax indignant
over the un-British and un.Christian attitude
of men who would exclude him, are doing
much in the way of worklog to bring about
the necessary changes. One of them, writ-
ing recently, was eloguent over the blessing
disguised under the semblance of a China-
man or anything else that would keep fabor
cheap. 1ihink the good man was chiefly
concerned about the lengih of his washing

bill. Now I should like to konow upon what
sound system of Christianity or political
economy cheap labor can be considered a
desirable thing. 1 had in my ignorance sup-
posed that a community in which involun-
tary poverty was unknown would necessarily
be a prosperous one ; ard my reading had
even taught me to believe that it would be a
comparatively virtuous one. Iam, however,
open to conviction if any * cheap labor
advocate can demoastrate that I am wrong.
Uanless what David said in his haste is true
of most of those to whom we look for in-
formation on such matters, the patural re-
sources of Canada are sufficient to provide
for continuous high wages all round, even

though that milllon we hear of should
pour into the country within the next decade.

Monopolized and exploited by cheap labor,
these resources will doubtless make a num-
ber of millionaires ; but it seems to me that
Christianity should rather proceed upon the
theory that the Creator meant them to be
divided around somewhat moreevenly ; and
it also seems to me that the aim of states-
manship shouid be to have them so divided,
to devise methods whkich should secure such
a division. Might I soggest that work
along such lines as this would be at least as
Christian and as patriotic as the endeavor
tointroduce & swarm of heathen cheap labor,
which, conditions in other respects remain-
ing as they are, would inevitably rob those
¢ of our own household " of even the hand-
to-mouth pittance theycan now secure?

R. A. Dix.

All that I have taught of art, everything
that I bave written, every greatness that
there has beeo in any thought of mine, what-
ever [ have done in my life, has simply been
doe to the fact that when I whs a child my
mother daily read with me ¢ part of the
Bible, and daily made me leara a part of it
by heart.—Rwuskin. .
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SOLOMON'S SIN.

GotorN TEXT.~1 Cor, x, 12,

{ t Kinge, xt.
413,

MEMORY VERSES.~9+t0.
L}

Carteciism. Q. 70-72.

Houe READIRGS.—M. Mat. iv. 112, T,
Jamesi. t-14. W, Mat, vii. 16.27. T4, Mat.
xxv. 14:30, £ 1. Kings xi. 1.13. S. Prov. iv.
10 27. Sas. Rom. vii. 7 20. )

We have come this week to the closing lessen
from Solomon's life, Itis a sad one indeed, and
one well fitted to emphasize the thought of our
Golden Text. Looking back to the commence-
ment of his reign, and recalling Solomon’s choice
of ** wisdom ™ that he might rule aright God’s
chosen people, we cannot but wonder at the
inglorious ending of & life which promised so fair.
The change came about through. Solomon's self-
confidence, which led to forgetfulness of God, snd
thus to his downfall. Let us briefly examine
¢ Solomon’s Sin ” and ** Its Consequences,”

I. Solomon’s Sin.—It seems plain that
Solomon himself did not become an idolater ; for
there seems an effort to make prominent the idea
that *¢ his heart was not perfect with the Lord his
God,” that is, that ** he went not fully after the
Lord, as did David his father.” To him there was
only one God, yet itis probable that he was led
into some of the lustful practices which character-
ized the cult of many of the heathen deities, whose
worship he first tolerated, and then supported
within the chosen city itself. The difficulty seems
to have arisen in some such way as this : Solomon
was possessed of great wealth and great power ;
soon he began to rely upon these things, as in
themselves, both sufficient and necessary for the
maintenance of his position. Therefore to make
himself secure, he entered into alliances with the
heathen kings arawnd him, cemeating these al.
liances by taking to himself as a wife a daughter
of the king with whom he entered into such al-
liance.  Then two things began to develop.
Solomon grew proud of his * harem,” and allow-
ed his fleshly lusts to get the mastery over him ;
while, in order to keep the alliances with these
heathen princes, he was obliged to yield consent
to the daughters whom he had taken as wives,
having shrines to their own oational gods erected
for their own use. Perbaps at first Solomon
yielded with reluctance. He did not like it ; but
human nature is such that even vice, however
hideous, when ‘¢ seen too oft, familiar with its face,
we first endure, then pity, then embdrace.” Solo-
mon could not witness the heathen practices, in
which the gratification of lust was made an act of
religious worship, witlout being led into partici.
pation in these practices. Thenthenext step was
easy : temples were built for these heathen gods
aloogside the very temple of Jehovah. Thus it
ever is when men forget God, and to maintain
self, enter into alliances with evil. . They find that
one wrong step requires another until at length
they find themselves far off from God. There is
only one safeguard ; God must be kept ever be-
fore us.

II. The Consequences.—Solowmon sin-
ned against the greatest light that any man had
possessed up to hisday. God had given bhim
special favors and special warnings. Vet he per-
sisted in wrong, in spite of these things. ¢¢ There-
fore the Lord was-angry with Solomon.” Wecan
not wonder at it. Probably it was this peremptory
message from Gad which brought Solomon to his
senses in his old days, a0d led him to sum up the
result of his life’'s experiment in these words :
*t Fear God and keep His commandments, for
this is the whole duty of man.” It must cestain-
ly have been & rude shock to Solomon, when God
declared that because of his unfaithfulness to his
covenant, the kingdom, save & small remnant,
should be wrested out of the hand of his soan.
Doubtless he had been building great hopes for
the future, and had in imagination seen * 2 Jong
line of kings come out of him,” until it ter-
minated in the everlasting kinpship of the Mes-
sish. Alas ! through folly and forgetfulness of
God, bis hopes are blasted and ‘he finds that in*
one geaeration the kingdom should pass from his
line, Just because of David’s faithfulness :these
shogld bea smail remnant kept for .his house.
Thus we see what great evils came upon Solomon,
upon his descendants and upon the whole bouse of
Israel, because the king: forgot God and sought
carthly steengthening which led him into sin and
away from ‘God. Let us **take heed.lest we
fall.”



