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may be g2ined, if is neetil to have if continuaily in vitw
that thet ninbers and adhlîcents of tht Chirch kaîow tiair own
wants, and that if is the part of abose consecrated 1e tht dutîts
of office 10 bring saupples accorîîing t0e esting need. Tihert
is "ont body," and wcc desire for il hcaltiîy appetîte, wvith
abtandance o! wvhoes,at enutriment.

Whatever be tht special dittculties of tht pull) t in mir
day, thene is a stinîaîlaing and attractive influence for a
Christian teacher in tht fresb deinands arising in an age of
tinsettling an~d transition. Ih is not tlaat Il insettiemient " is
in'itself attrai (ive, bat that the thoiight sirre1 and flile inter-
est awvaksitci are faull of promise MVile there i-, re ftiiiess,
irn catin, adlvanî-e imtist invoive troauble. This çontr,îst ini tilnac
andi experience belongs to the necessity of lîfe. As it is wiîlî
night andi day> as with sleep and waking, so if is vitla setîleti
fimies and ucnseitleul tinies iin thet batory o! tht Clisti.iia
Charch. As wîatht tret, sending its g-asp ecer firiier îîto
tht soif a% it is bciîag to>bell by fliac wîn.is of leaveîa, so ma is
witb the Claarcb in rying tunC'i, lreakiag .orely titi the ( aloia
As iii laecancsplacrc tlic storîla Is prepirin,, for thet caliiî,
se iii the life :)f thc Clîarch quaesti>ning is prep.crîng for
believing, doaîbt becoîîaes a paîiîway tef0 f.î A deeper
encîuîry leads tri a firnier faith. F1he fuîandatîons c.lnnot lie
shaken.'> Faitha 15 îlt by haîf 'chat it sheultibec wheai ahere
is iiiisgîviîîg as te thas.

At tht saine tînie, onîe para of atherestlt to be noteui wlaien
btlief is c lallenged by otiiers, anad cspecially ly tho-e gîving
delîberate taîdy lte icstions raîsecl, is the .ccakeniîng o!
fear in thtelîcaris o! aîîany %%iao had prevaocaly dîlighied Ini
coitetliîent. At first sigtat it is apîto appear as if Christ-
ianity %ci re heîmîg shitke-i, 'chen it is cnly the Cli itians
csperienue that îs beîîîg cbanged. It becoiaies ulîillý %%lien
the brecies begia to stir, but tlit lîfe of tlic forestitis itot endai-
gereti by thîs. Tbt lacis (if!theiea.cîral ccoatld andth iose (if
the spirittial hase berti set inicls analogy. Neithtr in tfle
nattîral nor in tht spirittual îactd cc fear the iliiiiatc restllis
of c t iiciit.

Suart as thas s, hî'cceser, ilbcicîngs tb tiiose c-houidcîce
andi ait îus in personal life to hriîag os inelyliîelp, su as to
quciet fear by gcidiit hiught. Theetis, no trac ie iei for
times, of ansetleineîît save by guidanct binfait.ig the dillîcuities
of noirlite, both practîcai anca s;pecucîi!itve. Ttiese is grievocîs
niscaîaulrtanding offtilt Christian position if t. be suppuseti
that if fvours the disposition to turn away frontdi1tîçice,as
if tiîey wcre 1e be let alone, or wvere to h.îce the go-by. - oh
ye o! lttie faîtia, s%%îcrefore (titi ye doaîbt ? 'This Il wlîtetren"
s Christ's bisa.ni for the tfcb cccccnd. 1.i.aqcit5 mucst nîcet
doaîbt. l>oubît niust bc dilotigetiby thnaîglit a t t anderiines
if, flndîng solîi rok beneath shiftinag sand. Thiis is tht
Christian nmethod ocf deliverance. 1:tfixes onfdufy in fuîes
o! tinsettling. IlSeau latht Scriptunes,>' search, andl do îîot
quickly stop ; seaîch, an'd do not bc easily satîsfled. l'bc put-
pia, even by its bcst efforts, tan oaaiy give bellp and encour-
ageîuleit inii Ib %i cîth i Christianminiîself rests tht task o!
iayirig lis ocin docabts and fears, by crnsiuierîng the fourada-
taons (if lis own faith. Iti s flot Chtrsttaaîîîy wlaîch is an dan-
ger ; il is onlW the condition ot a Clribtîan's faîab that ib beizng
tested. \'Je îaîaîs netiier shtin tht spirit o! unhelief as ta sets
its fo(ces ion motion,nr rttreaf i vîecv <aif s approach ;
%%e nIisab ativance te thetifght. Tht days are na yca drawmng
nigli%%ceuthae Chaîna bo! Chris;t shal bc e rleased (rouitaaie
confLct of faithl.

Thcre îs guod reason that tht Cauri.h shculd ask hcip froin
the pulit in suc ia tulles as tiiese , but there is reason !cr aise
kreping < ieal n view tht restrictions piaceci on the pulpîl
in such circctimnst.incts as tht prescrit. Tht public. teaclier îîîcîst
deai fîeqîaenly cufèlà the ,coînamon dificuties o!flIde, and bc
nmust, therefore, bec cnisderably hanpered in dealîng ciîh the
speciai ditfflculties of sections o!flis audience. He willot
ignore tht diffictlties o! any, but be can natet speciai cases
oniy in siîch nîcasaîre as is comapatible with the coînnilon and
persistent demaands o! Christian life. This wil be recognizeti
as reasonable. Anti if, n the days chen the spiratloo! doiibt
is uatustaiy active, ccc rt teiipted te a mneasure of initia-
tience becatase tht pulpit dots not accomplish ail we desire it
should, it is well te remember tîat the main body of Chris-
tian teachîng cannot bt apologetic, and that ifais flt even
desîrabie, in the interesas of religious lîfe, that il shoulti beconît
£o in a prevailing andi conspicuious manner. The Church of
Christ iever wavtns in nîaintaining that the Gospel is ils
own wc-mness. Hoccever Irait it mîay te abat tht spirit o! tht
tinie recînres adaptation of palpit teacbing 10ettîe wants of tht
age, Chi tianity itsefifsor ail ages . the urgent wants ofiamen
-ire tver tht saine, as tht grand probieniîs of sin andi iglît-
eoasiess stanad iut before as. Il Ht that believeth wîll flot
miake haste." Tht Bible in tht hanti is the guide of tht lîfe
-a guide i once sinmple amîd profound ; simple as are the
storts o! peron-41 struggie and i vctory ; profocînti as are tile
deep tbîngs o! God. The confidence of the Charcb wil ever
find exprtssion in these words o! Jesus, 'l My doctrine is flot

M~ine, but I-is that sent Me. If any mani do 1-is will, he
shail know o! thr doetrine, whetber if be of God, or whether 1
sutak o!taiystlf ;" cor, as the wortis are i the reviseti version,
Il If anViian vileth 10 do Ii-is will, he shall know o! tht
teaciaing, wlîealer it be o! God, or whethen 1 speak from
myseIf."' An open Bible and an enquiring, unprejudîceîi
ninci are the main tequirenients o! tht limes, if we arc to
deal wisly wiab difficuities aiset in lie way of Christian
teaching.

Beyimnci his, andi dinecîly in tht uine now traceti, wîi appeai-
tht Chcrch's duty in dealîng wth cornent perplexities. Tht
pulpit wili seek t0 undenstanti science andi criticism, antd even
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scertît isi tself, in order to have the teaclàià ifi S,I,pîure
brouglit imb relation witb new questions atising. *l'ht resulîs
o! deepcr research into tht secrets of nature, of %vider investi-
,gations as to the histnry o! tht sacred Scrilp ees, and io!
sperulative diiticultîes as to time ordtr and govermaîaent o!faime
'îis'cvrse are ail tîaters o! concemfi 10 tht Clîtrcia. Tht task
o! tht Chrnistian teacher is 10 umacestanc si ence, to ceigh
ciiicisiia, 10 pinîler sîleculatîve probiias, and lu cstiiate
ushat concern tht Charch c'! Christ lias iin ail tiiese. It is
evîrlent froni even these ctirsony alausions how large is tht
deammianti fo oanday on tht aniinibters of religion- A neitîtaice
to finîs eîaand %%.-Il serve tas-c ends , on the one iband ta mimd-
cr.aie expectat ion in vicw o! tuetfact thai. tue iargcness o!flace
uenanti is stia h abat no sn-ie individaîal icai tîîect il ; oiiitht
other, tri stinitalate .pec talion, «as the traue teacimer will pi ost
Iiiîîstlf onteccho disc-ros Itie igns o! tue itlnes.

L.ooking at tht maltter nexî fmoi flac standpoînt o! the
taclier, striving to naeceaat onîce tftic oianauîn canls cof îaen
anti the speciai wants <ilthic age, it becoieîs neeiiiii tlat lac
too shoulti noderat tpe'-talîons by rcference 10 the grand
central isuaîy o! prcaching tht Gospel o! grace simipiy and
fully. 'ht vhole Chaîrch wîlî sastaîn hiiatri hls stleiîn atnd
earest regard to tuae prnimary dernaants of luiîitaiistry. lBut
even cchile etigrossed wib these, be cannot faîl 10 make flhcotîit
o! cc-at is passmng arocanti, tendmng to tsettît maîamy by start
mng duabs and dîffictlties cc'icla even tut miosa intelligent
believers regaîd wth sone ncascîre o! perplexîty. Hell fuir
the tîmaîts, it will bc tht direct ai o! the Chaitiaui ainsny of
non day 10 scîppiy. Anal if Ibis is 10 be afiordeti froin vear
t., yean, cc-îh A iscloni anti scccess, Ihere îmst bc clear appre-
bensmon (if tIee imits inmposed on pulpît discourse. In sonie
qîtarters, %%hene unbclîef fintis fas'oîr, Iliere has been a dis-
position to represent flit public tachers o! Chrîstmanmîy as tut
opponienîs o! science Tht days are passang away sylen scch
a chîarge can bc sustained, or even aliowed a laeasaîne of fav-
oin. lhy becoiing staîdents and expounders o! science, tiae
maaîmaîsfry hmave happîly turned asiait conclemnatitui anti uistrast.
lit tiare is saîfi need form a ciecr detintton o! otan expectat ions
andi pl.amnsnin sekini, to gain tlîe best rescatas frnîapuablic
ttachmog o! religînus traaah. Thtbc ical o! the Christian îaanms.
try is thet aaclang of ataecongregation aba acvlole -- the aid
cf (. bistian lîfe in e-iery believer, anti tht guidance o! tht
yotang into acceptance of tht f atla winach is an Christ ]escas.
()uat o!fliis vicw ut tht grand endi arises, as a nectssary part
of daty, tht reniovai of tliffculies, andi even mîore îlaaîî abs,
trainaing in facîng dllacultits, nany of wlîîcl n our days miust
bc connccted cvaîh malIers o! faîtia, as cccil as witla inaafers o!

ractict. Tht Chirstian tcaciier cannot aiccays protfebss10
relîlove diffaculies ; he încîsî ofîen admit abat diffîcalties
reniami diuficciiies for lanstif, as weli as for those cvho hear
hi"', Wt shoald be the bcaîer foar reneinbtring mort con-
staîitiy tb:cn we do that tht discpine o! fle finple it dti:ttfty
for us, both n thougbî ant in action. The miore cicarly this
is recognîztcl, laocever, thtenmore obvioams wmi becoiaethta
,îrduous task of tlaost who are £et lu bc relîgîous teacuîrsand
guides They areto1 guide thnough thet hicket whîcb Ihey
canliot tItan away.

In directing attention 10i the objections of the day against
Christan !aith, it is necessany au fix n otmaroinds the acknocv-
letigment that tht raising of lese objections s a necessîty,
not a rnisfortune. Chnîstianity bas advanced wth our race
ifilo a perioti o! quickened anti intensitieti inîcîlectuai :îctivify
anti if bas not only ail -he eletients o! prepanation fuor such a

leering and hopeful tinit, hua the powert b lad in it. Tis
is a dmtinguishing honotar o! Christianiay, that, as îî trans
ais 10 trust in Cou's guidiance, so dots iî tra'n 10 trust the
intelligence Goti bas given, and tht revelation Htelaas pro-
vîded. Chrisianity wili leati whenever intligence viii press
forward ; it ciii ever fas'our tht spirit o! coquiry--nes-er the
spirit o! agnoslicism. This t is whicb wîli inspire the Chris-
tian teacher with courage as weii as reverence, anad witla hope
even under a deep sinse o! nespînsîbiliîy. 1'bene are, i ndeed,
maany able anti earnest scientfi'cnmen who do nol se this, and
we cannol expect îhem ta admît il. We itisa be contenîît t
wait tîli they come 10 know Chrisianity better. It is tht
Chunch's patt ta make ifs teaching, anti also ifs spirit, betten
undenstooti by tht whole nation.

Tht wanîs of thetlimes, however, needt 10bt pondereti that
îhey may becndestooti. Ativance fiseais change, anti the
truc significance o! the change is foatiau in unîlerstandin.g the
ativance- Thetîhings that cannot lbt shaken reosain ccith ail
generations, as a common inheritance. We, in ahis raîher
boasafaîl nineteenîh century, are flot so greatly ir a avance of Our
faîiens as we oflen take omaseves tu be ; but we have possibili-
lies îhey had rcl, anti we have responsibilities o! tht grealer
natasure. Tht secrets of Nature are bcing discovereti now as
neyer before ; the riches o! grâce founti îucb carlien tht fui-
ness of lime for their revelatmon. It is no dîsativan-age ta
grace that science bas cone in behinti as a laten revelation.
That it taust be a gain will become daiy more citar. Thtc
difficulties o! tht presenit day arc those wbich beiong csseîaîi-
aliy to a timie o! acakening As cee rejoice ira tut awakening
iîsti!, so shall we rejoice ina tht frebh demantis on Christian
faiab, which corne wiîh greater breadth o! knowledge. In
order that the Bible nay be for ail nations, if muîst be for ail
timtes. It can afford ta travel the wbole vorîti, andt t travel
throaugh the ages. lit wiii deawioastratt that all can "*learai
wisdon'" by ils use. A langer knowiedge o! Nature bas 001
linought a truer knowledge o! Pian, but bas rather obscured
some forms o! knowiedge most valuable for us. Tht great gain
o! our age bas indeeti been its enlightenmeraa; its greatest need
is more enlightenmcait.

The religious perple'cîttes of the ager are tiiose which belong
te a unie of transition. In coming to know N-iture more
fully, thiere ià tenmptation to suippose that there is nothing more
titan Nature to be ktowvn. Rienie the objection against the
sutiernataîral, ani therefore against miratcle. The objection
aiglit as ccll run fartber - aiainst righteousness-and next,
ag.aîîb't Jes-s as the cîîahodiîaaent of rîglteousness ; but this
dots i>tt seem so0 easY to n.aititain. V'et tlae crîticismi, which
lieit.ites as tei tloroaigli goinj. applitition, 15 rcady to be turned
b-taîk. lit advancing t,) the coninp.ribon cif .11l langatages, and
of tthe c oniition of il ptoptles, g.%tc±a îng up tht niaieriais oi

onvcs.lbtcry, wve briîag necv tests to bear on sacred is
tory. lient e the objection of the iew criticisili, that the gen.
cr.iI kiaocvledge mweeps Christîanity into a comninon lot with
other selîgions, andi treats bier so-called sacreui books as cont-
mon lîterature. A\gain cie say, be aloougli, for if ynu cani-
rilit rWil'î e Llairisti.iiiiîy to the level --if you cannot sweep its
sac red books minthte ordinary hîstoty of lîterature-- criticîsin
is hliîn>g 10 estaibtîlîli ristîanity, and i,, preparing it,: own
clefeat.

Il t, . len tbe Chrstian Chairc:h îs encotunterîng objections
whicli secin to strîke ag.ainst its special defences, thie pulpit
îs tii render fîit ing lelp), Chîristian teachers need to show truc
intellccacî,al apprecîatiîn of the objections unerDtanoîing of
tlîeir source- even a breadibi and depthb(if intellectual lîfe
appreci.atîng tbe deeper ineaning of modern progrebs-going
at.îng wîtb it in be;arty gci -wl able to speak its l.inguage,
ao, lreathbelis bsirit, anad to discover how Chribtianity
strengthens and ennobles hoiîaan progrcss. Occupants of the
pulpit the nmen of an earlier gentration and the men of a
later the nien of connervative tendency, and tbe mcin e.ger
for advance iiiut lbold together, flot mcireiy in oatw-ird rela-
tions, flot inerely in iglit of the people, but tii eart and inter-
est, ;v; traîly tinited i motive andi work. W~e do not say that
tbere is no>0dilfit cilîy in this - we do flot deîîy îbat there is
risk of upiin. and iiiîsinder'tandîngs -but the dilicclies
-ire to i)e . iiquetredl The imnsîîondcrst;aîadngs are to be taken
acc.cy The mîen w1ho onfer an I>ebytery as Io orcier, organ-
iiaaon and woi k, cill bc wisc if they confer freciy, ini the
soc aIn gahertrng, as tîr thc Churcli%5 relation to the sbifting
plbt--. of tbîaaigbt in thse age in whîcbi our lotilias becia cast.
Inti-iltiuaal force and courage,> and unhampettd confereîicc
aînorg the nisters (-f religion, mec bave te scek. No mninis
ter fris reason to fe.cr free conference, except thetmia cho bas
iuo devotion of! beart to the (Gospel of Jesus, and who has
ibertfoit- no taile tri a place in tbe pulpit. Thc Chirch bas,

overreason Io shimn the appearance of rival groups or
s-ets in the iiinistry of the (;osi>el. That is realli a divided
tlhurch, flot a umited Chuirch, vhicb speaks of High Church,

aud Low Church, rind Broad Church within its own borders, as
the thaîîcli of Engliand dlots. L will be ccli for us in Scotland
if %ce àucn the beginnings of such antagonistîn. There is ample
rocni for diversity iin inity, cctbout antagonismns. There
.hocîlc be ni> Christian iiiiiister who is flot progressive, none
ccio iq nfot c onservatîve. and if tbere be diversities they wili
have their naual place, ancd wilt pro've mcaualiy coTteccîve
and lîelpful.

O)n the other hand, the service to be rendered by the pul.
pît te the people in these tîmes of tinsettlement is a very great
serV-Lie If progress is not to resuit in unsettiement, bhe peo-
pIe îiiist %te clearly 1mw progrcss connects with Christian-
ity ; andt Iis ilust appcar froîn the general drift and tendemcy
of pulit teahng. Iiffi-lties niust bc fairly faced. But tht
work dont in this respect îaaust be mainly constructive in
mcethod, for we have less te (o with refutation of objections,
than with revel.tion of harmonies. We do nlot so mucb nced
an controvert the position of adversaries, as to unfold the
aeaching of Christ.

Ai thesainie tîmne the Church is called earnestly to con-
sîdr what she occes to the enquiring, the unsettled, the doubt-
ing ; anîd very greatly what site owes to the educated and the
scientitic who are ap;art fronti her coînmunicfl. ly intellectuai
force going siter than the range of ordinary pulpia îcaching,
shte mucst tell of tht strength of reason cchichi holds its place
wiîhîn the circle of ber ordinary acachîng. Alil are flot
ecîually titaed for doing such work as lies beyond the usuai
course of Gospel preaching. But the Clburch bas large
resotirceS aI ber comniand, and atlire is urgent need for us'ng
theiii ail. Representatives of the Christîaniay of the nation
sbould detai sith tht dituliculties wbicb are being sug-
gested, and being tbrown int varied form for ready circu-
lation. Besîdes tht ordinary teaching of the sanctuary,
besicles tht svsteînatic instruction of the Bible class, there is
intellectual lhelp to be rendered t0 îbousands by a fret hand-
ling of tbe perplexities wich are beiîag largely felt. There is,
indeeci, much evangclistic work t0 be donc-simple telling of
the Gospel of peace : itere is scope for large sympathy, bring.
ing the treastares of Christian love te bear on tht sort
struggles whicb extend tlieniselves sadly in *lie midst of our
nmodern civilîzation ; and there is, besides, a large place for
clear e\p.isition of the basis of Christian faîth, for optan
encotînter %vitb tht forces of unbelief, for delîberate wei>hing
oi tht honest dîfliiulties of meni andi wonîcmi who want tu know
and be satisfied-who wsh te sec how the reason for the
faith o! tht folloaver of Jtsus stands tht test o! modemn criti-
csm-and who -nish to be asstrtd thai Christian*iîy 15 at once
broader andi grander than science and philosophy. The
Christian Church bas need 10 set ber forces in array, cailing
the igbt men to do tht right work. Ncitbcr tht men nor the
opportunities are wanting, if only tue Churches wili comsider
how needful work is te be dont.


