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Or course among large numbers there has been any
anmount of excitement over the defeat of Hanlan in the
recent boat race. Charges of fraud are not wanting.
‘The moral tone among the patrons of such things is
throughout so low that when the result is different from
what they expected the most odious imputations are
freely indulged in. Perfect honesty does not appear
to be thou3ht possible if a sufficient temptation to the
ppposite Is presented. *

A PARis despatch says the Minister of the Interior
has told the Prefects to make a clear distinction
between the Jesuit and other unauthorized orders,
The Jesuits are not to be invited like others to have
themselves authorized, but are ordered to dissolve, and
by the 3oth of Juue the company of Jesuits must
disappear and evacuate their establishment. The
ctherunauthorized orders will receive, before the 3oth
inst., official summons to declare whether they intend
submitting to the decrees.

THE Burials Bill, introduced by the Gladstone Min-
istry, seems a very faiz, reasonable thing, Yet many
cry out against it as if it were simply infamous. It pro-
vides that intermepts should take place in the national
churchyards either in penect silence or with such
becoming religious services as those :n charge of the
funeral may deem proper, The proposed permission
to ministers of the Established Church to modify the
burial service according as each may see fit, is strongly
objacted to, as likely to be taken advantage of in some
cases to have a hit at the dead and to wound the feel-
ings of the lving,

1T would seem as if a wave of suicidal mania were
passing over this and other countries at present. Thare
is scarcely a day without its record of attempts of the
kind, successful or unsuccessful. And what is strange,
the majority of these occurrences seem to take place
in the country, where it 1s generally supposed people
are peculiarly healthy, happy, and prosperous. How is
this? Has the new philosophy aad the decay of vital
goodness anything to do with it?  Or are all who make
such attempts to be regarded as really insane and con.
sequently irresponsible? It shews something at any
rate far wrqng some way,

Is the offering of a handbill to a passer on the street
a criminal offence? It would seem to be so in Ire-
land at any rate, for we are told that’a tract distribu-
tor, named Kiog, was tried recently in Dublin, Ireland,
and fined $5, with the alternative of fourteen days’
imprisonment, for handing a priest a handbill inviting
to a' meeting for “friendly discussion.” An appeal
was taken to the Court of Queen’s.Bench; but the
Court refused to quash the conviction. It was not
proved that the man had used offensive language or
obstructed the priest; but the judge held that the
offeting of a handbill of the kind was an insult to the
priest, and might have led to a breach of the peace.

" WHILE a good many are crying out against the ap-
pointment of the Marquis of Ripon to the position of
Governor-General of India, a notice of motion has
been made in the United Preshyterian Presbytery of
Edinburgh to the effect that *“ the Presbytery welcomes
such appointments as a testimony to the principle of
religion not being a test of eligibility to civil position,”
and % as fitted to maintain the peace and consolidation
of the Empire, inasmuch as they assure our Roman
Catholic fellow-subjects that, however strongly the
governing class in the nation may be opposed to their
veligion, official position in national affairs is yet tobe
free to them equally with Profestants.”

. A CORRESPONDENT of the ““ Western Christian Advo-
cate,* writing from Edwards Co., 11L, tells what it has
done in that county. The correspondent writes as
follows : * Theoe has been no place for eighteen years
where aman could buy intoxicating liquors as a bever-
age. On a receat visit to Albian, a seat of justice, 1
learned some facts in reference to the subject that are

m———

worth knowing, which would settle some qucstions
satisfactorily to everybody, unless it would be to whis.
key scllers and political demagogues. Here are the
facts. ‘The terms of court in that county are from two
to three days in leng’h, The imprisonments 1n the
county gaol are from one to two persons in a period of
five or six years. Only one person has gone to the
State prison from that county, and he went outside of
the county and got drunk, went home and killed his
wife. DBut little ligitation 13 had before justices of the
peace. The people are not in debt, In May, 1879,
these were but two mortgages on tecord in the county,
The poor expenses of (he county are but $500 a year,
while in a neighbouring county, only half as large,
where they scll liquors, it is $6,000 a year. The taxes
assessed and paid are 33 per cent. less than in any
county in Hlinois. A large per cent. of the ciuzens
are German and English. A very large per cent, of
the people are religious. 1 visited that county last
May and saw great evidenca of thrift, | found Albion
a quiet town, no billiard saloons, no horseshoe pitch.
ing, no store-box whittling. \When men comne to town
they come because they have business. I was im-

pressed with the thought that these were good places
to live in.”

DURING the past two or three years the Swedish
mussionaries in Abyssima have encountered many ob-
stacles and much persccution. Many of them have
fallen by diseascand violence,and the others have been

" driven from one place to another, and their labours

hindered in every possible way. The latest news from
the unfortunate mission states that last year Mr.
Soensson and Mr, Carlsson and their colieagues had an
interview with King John, who reccived them courte.
ously and provided themn with quarters and food.
The missionaries presented him--when at last they
had permission to state their request—with a watch
and an umbrella, with which he was much pleased.
Bu, in response to their request to be allowed to
preach the Gospel, he gave an unfavourable answer,
He said he could not allow them to teach in the
country, because he did not want two sorts of Gaspels.
Abyssinia had been Christian 250 years., The Fala-
shes he had assigned to Mr. Flad’s disciples ; the
Comanties and Waitics he was teaching himself. In
conclusion, he told the missionaries to return to their
own country and teach the Falashes and heathen there.
He ordered them away at once and forbade them to
stop anywhere along the road more than one night.
The missionaries had a long and wearisome journey,
and were badly treated by the people, because of the
king’s contemptuous dismissal of them, They re-

turned to Massowa, the rest of the missionary force
residing at Mensa. At last accounts, those at Mensa
were fearing an assault by the rebel Waldo Mikael's
forces, and those at Massowa a raid by the Moham-
medan governor of Hamazan,

JAMES ADRAHAM GARFIELD, the Republican nomi-
nee for President, is a striking illustration of the pos-
sibilities of Awerican citizenship. Born of poor
parents, on the 19th of November, 1831, in the town-
ship of Orange, Cuyahoga County, Ohio, with none of
the connections, social or pecuniary, with which to
facilitate him in life, his early career was characterized
by many hardships and heart-burnings. But he was
industrious, ambitious, and studious; and, in order to
acquire the means of getting an education, worked
successively at the carpenter’s bench, on the farm,and
finally, on the Chio Canal, the means thus acquired
enabling him to attend an academy, preparatory to
entering the junior class in Williams College, which
he did in his twenty-third year. He graduated from
that institution in 1856, and subsequently connected
himself with Hiram College, in Portage County, Ohio,
as instructor of the ancient languages, and afterwards
became its president. While still acting as president
of the College, he was elected, in 1860, to the State
Senate. At the brexking out of the war, in 186y,
he became colonel of the Forty-second Regiment of
Ohio Volunteers, an infantry regiment, many of the
soldiers in which had been k.3 former students. For
his conspicuous military service at the Battle of Chick-
amauga he was promoted to a major-generalship, and

while still in the field, his constituents, without consult-
ing him, placed him in nomination to succeed Joshua
R. Giddings in the National House of Representatives.
He was duly elected, and took his seat in 1863, where
he has remained ever since. He was elected to the
United States Senate by the last legistature of Ohio,
to succeed the Hon. A. G. Thurman, Democrat,
whose term of office expires on the 4th of March, 1881,

As very many of our readers are aware, the great
Presbyterian Council meets in Philadelphia in Septem-
ber next—tiie sessions continuing from September
23rd to Sabbath, October 3rd. The prospects of this
important meeting being a great success are, we are
glad to learn, ever becoming always brighter, Varlous
important measures of a practical kind will be inaugu-
rated, and the attendance of prominent representatives
from all parts of the Presbyterian world will be large.
The programme is of course not yet petiected, but it
is understood that between thirty-five and forty papers,
on as many different topics, will be presented, and
that as many as sceventy dilferent persons will take
part in the discussions. Dr. Elyden, from Africa, has
already arrived, and among otheis iite Rev. Narayan -
Sheshadri is fully expected from India, The Scotch
Churches will be ably represented by Dr. Main,
Moderator of the Free Church, Dr. Calderwood,
Moderator of the U.P,, the Earl of Kintore, Dr, Adam,
Profs. R Flint, W G Blaikie, Principal Rainy, Dr.
John Cairns {(all of Edinburgh), and others ; the Re-
formed Churches of the Continent will be represented
by papers from Dr. Edmond de Presssnsé, of Paris,
Dr. Van Qosterzee of Utrecht, Dr. Krummacher of
Stettin, etz On the subject of Bible Revision, a
paper will be read by Prof, William Milligan of Aber-
deen, and by'Dr. Chambers of New- York. On Mon-
day, Sep. 27th, Dr. Schaff will report from the Com-
mitte on Creeds and Confessions, The Churches of
the States and Canada will be largely and effectively
represented.  Dr. William Adams, of New York, will
preach the opening sermon, and Dr. Henry A, Board-
man, of Philadelphia, was chosen to deliver the address
of welcome, but he has been suddenly, alter a very

short illness, removed by death, and another appoint-
ment has not yet been made.

VERY serious charges, we are sorry to say, have
been made against the missionaries of the Church of
Scotland at Blantyre Station near Lake Nyassa, Cen-
tral Africa. These charges, of which painful particu-
lars are given, have bzen printed in pamphlet form in
London, by a Mr, Chirnside, and have been repio-
duced tn the British press, It s alleged that the mis-
sionaries have taken it upon themselves to try and
sentence two natives for the murder of a native woman,
and that a habit of “ horrible flogging and ishuman
imprisonment” has been in force at the station. The
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Missions has
made a statement to the Assembly, giving such facts
as are in possession of the Committee. He admitted
that the murderers bad been tried, Dr. Machlin pre-
sided over a jury of head men of the viilages, who pro-
nounced a verdict of guilty. The natives demanded
the death penalty on the offenders ; but the mission-
aries hesitated to pronounce it until one of the mur-
derers escaped, when the other was shot. The Com-
mittee, on receiving an account of these facts expressed
the “ deepest distress ” at hearing that the missionaries
had thought it necessary to take into their own hands
the power of life and death, disavowed all responsi-
bility for the matter, and forbade the repetition of such
an act. In regard to the charges of flogging and
inhuman imprisonment the chairman said : ¢ These
charges must be thoroughly sifted. Meanwhile, they
were incredible. It is true there have been cases of
corpowl punishment. The first was in 1877, when
Mr. James Stewart was in charge. The Committee
believe the instances to have been rare The
Assembly, seeing the grayity of the case, directed that
a special commissioner be sent out to makean investi-
gation. The good name of missions is involved in
these charges, and if they gre established, the mission-
aries at Blantyre should be immediately removed and
21{&: 2t condemned by all fricnds of missions and of

rica,
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