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The lecture delivcred january i 2th, was an "Christ's
Character the Supreme Mýiracle." After cansiderable
attention ta the sublimity of jesus' character, ta the
presence of God in natural forces, and the many
facts which uphold the supcrnatural origin ai the
New Testament histary and record, Mýr. Coak toak
up the Mythical Tlieory ai Strauss, whicli denies the
renl existence of Cbrist.

Investigations canductcd by the acutcst experts in
ecclosiastical histary, ra tioralists and infidcls, have
cnrrîcci back the date of the earliest New Testament
literature ta about the last third af thc first century,
and the disputed facts ta which thât litcraturo refers,
are supposcd ta have occurred ia the second third af
the sanie century. It is a question whther betwcon
the upper bladeofa thcse shu.ars and the tower there is
rom for the mythical theory. When that precious
exphination was first put forth by Strauss, its authar,
it was suppased that there were two or three hiundred
years for the myths ta grow up in. But the shoars
have beon shut littie by littie upan this audaciaus
schemce of sccpticistn. The shears close upon the
mythical theory until it bas left ta it only the years
bctwcen A.D. 34 and A.D. 6o ta account for thc grow.
ing up ai these myths and lcgends 1 St-auss himself,
in is last book, said that the critical mythical thcory
had ail run to leaves. He himsl changed the shape
afi k and finally abandoned it for a materialistic and
substantially atheistic view of the world. He nover
pretended for an instant that the N'nw Testament
literature could bc explained by the Old.

Wcbster's aration nt the dedication of Bunker Hil
monument was further off faut the hate than the
acknowledged date ai Paul's Epistles is distant froru
the chief facts they assume. The Ncw Testament
literature came into existence just belore and after the
end ai the first century, and those wba wrote it
asserted that tbey had been oye witnosses of the
things which tbey recorded. Thoy fouaded a Churcli
on their testimaony. They sealed their tostimony with

Haw are yau ta accaunt for the coming inta exist.
eace c the great Christian wave sweeping over
Greek and Raman culture, toppling dowài the throne
ai 'the CSarss, spreading itself over barbaric tribes,
and across the Bakans and the Alps and the Rhine
and the bowling North Sea and England, rolling
across the Atlantic itself, and advar.-;ng fromn side ta
side af this new world, and beyond it ta the islands ai
the western sea, and again into Asia, accumulating
force ailthe way? This wave seerus likely ta end its
course only by the enswathment ai the entire planet
You are ta cxplan baw that wave ivas startod. It is
going past you ; yon hear the surge ai its tremendous
tatrents. Wbat force heaved this earthquake wave
out of the llrst century ? The flshermen of Gaiie 1
Myths! That is the best infidlity lias ever said on
the subject. If I wcre a lawyer, if 1 vre simply a
teacher ai the legal profession like Professor Norton
(sec his volume on the Authenticity ai the Gospel,'
who years aga wroto at Harvard University a book an
the Christian evidencos, wholly from a legal point of
vicw, I should be obliged ta alk backward an this
aid pavement. But the historical evidence hie cm-
ployed baE growu brighter under researchi since bis
day. You say that this tapic is warn. WelI, it is
worn by battle and victories. I placed my hand la
aidPompefi la the ruts worn by chariot wheels; ruts
sa deep that my whole hand went out ai sightinlaone
ai theru. I can lie down bodily an these historie
flagstones and find the ruts deep enaugli indeed ta
caver my whole persan ; but the deeper tbey mre, the
more I trust tbemn. The law ai the survival of the
fitcest lias application here. L'nder cighteen cen-
turies ai the mast malignant battle, under the flercest
attack, Christiaxiity lias maintained the integri-ry ai
those linos af istarical defenco; and I suppose that
the historical attack on Christianity is more hopcless
to-day than in any previaus age ai the warld since
the second cen?.ury. There is infldelity in Germany,
1 kLnow ; wîth the average sbapman there is a bold
rationalism ai speculation in fasîian; but with the
experts familiar with the tacts which the Iatest re-
scarchlias brought ta the front, you cannot find a
single strong mani wba eans for support on tbis
myt.hical theory. The only explanation af the New
Testament that infidelity lias ever rmade half probable
bas b utu into shreds b) the shutting af thre shears

of chrcnalo.gy, until enly thit-vy ye=r are tttweeri thrir
blades.

The histarical character af the Christian lterature
has beca vindicatcd by a mass ai evidence more
overwhelming than can ho adduced in eupport of the
dlaims ai any other mass ai documents of equal
extent and age.

The adequate explanation of the caming into ex.
istence ai the Christian literature and the Church, is
found only in the bistorical reality af the character
reprcserneci by the picture of Cnrist in the Gospels.

The rovercd preacher ta Harvard University I
once beard exclaim . "The coming inta existe~nce af
sucli a picture as this undcr the unskllled pencis ai
such limners la sufficient proof ai its reality ; and lt%
rcality is sufficient proof ai its divinityYn By divinity
ho did nat mean Deity; but divinity ln the scnse of
Clîann!ng's Arianism, and Channinig uscd to treat
with the' most lofty disdaln those wbo cannot sec in
Christ aur Lard more than a muan. Sa, too, docs
Thomias H ill, thc profoundest mind now represcnting
Unitarianism on this cantincat. Evcn Theodore
Parker said ' It would rcquire a jesus to forge a
Jesus."1

Christ's character was mare than human ln that it
was sinless. Christ nover repents.

He teaches a religion based on repentance, but
huiseli nover feels the nced af repentance. Who
convinces him of sin? This picture!1 Vhat was it
drawa froru? (Sec in Ilushnell's IlNature aad the
Supernatural" the famous chapter cntitied: IlThe
Character ai jesus forbids his possible Classification
with Moin." Sec also Ulmann's classical treatise on
IlThe Sinlessness ai jesus ; " and cspecially Dorner's
unsurpassed volumes on "The Persan ai Christ.")

His teaching was more than buman, in that it bas
satisfied, anti it only bas satisficd, the deepest human
wants.

His character was more than human, in that he
made astounding dlaims ai unity with the Deity, and
yet shewed no want ai humanity or balance ai soul.

If Christ's character was more than humar., it is
natural ta expect something more than buinan in Hi l
works.

The miracles Ho is said ta have performed «vetc ta
be expected from ane %vhc4,e own charactor is itselt
the supremne miracle.

«"1LV REMEA!BRA ArCE 0F ME."

Alilp aise ta lm ai Nazareth,
Th oly One who came

For lave ot man, ta die a deatb
0f agony and shame.

Dark was the grave; but since lie lay
WVithin its dreary clli,

The beams ot heaven's eternal day
Upan its thrcshold dwell.

He graspcd the iran veil; He drcw
Its glaomy folds amidle,

And openied ta His fol towers' view
The gloriaus world tbcy bide.

In tender xncmory af His giave
The mystic bread 've take,

Anxd muse upon the lire He gave
Sa frrely for aur sake.

A boundless love Hc bore mankind
O0rnay at least a part

Ot that strang love descend and flnd
A~ place in ev eryhart 1

-Wriarn Cullets Blryant.

SCOTLAND IN TUE OLDEN TIMES.

Axnong the remniniscences ta ho found la Dr.
Duff's I"Lie," the following, thougir net flattering ta
Scotland, may ho truly spoken ai as a "reminiscence"'
nar iikely ta be found ln any memoir ai the future, for
such a state ofithings as describcd could not now ho
met with ln the most autlying and least civilized par-
Lsh in tbat country :

"lBut for reminiscences sucli as those ai Dr. Duff it
would ho incredible ta what cxtont net aniy hetero-
docy but profanity, intemperance, and other immoral-
ity found a place among the moderato ministers la
rural districts, espec;aly in the Highlands and Islands,
ta which public opinion nover penetrated. Mlany of
themn among tliemselves avowed thoological opinions
contrary ta the~ Confession ai Faith, the contrat on
which they claimed ta liold their livings. At the upper
end ai a long strath la the Highlands lived a parish
mainister who was scarccly ever ignown ta bc sabet.
Bualneàs taok hlm frcquently ta the o6ther end ai the

.iiiley, wher~ e ch.d ta piss a distillery. IL wis the
irequent sport af the awner ta tenîpt the poar retch,
and then piacing hlmn on bis pany witb bis beid ta the
Lait send hini back amid the deriý,i ofa the whale
people, .àrmn çtipr.tttng Ihnî on cither side .Another
parish %vas a pre>crvc ai smuggiers, wbose rendezvous
tvas the kirk, wlicre thc littie harreis of Highland
whisky wvre cenceutrated betore despatch ta the
south. Tht.isoiated spot wvas the. terror aoftht' gaugerg,
for whom thec liardy lnhaibitants, banded together,
%werc long more than a nmatch. A new infister was
prcsortcd ta, the paris h- a man af grent promise and!
ennsideraible cioltrsliip. Ili% anc wcakness was a
pasion for the. vialin. Through that ho fe.1 sa low that
when bis p.-risicner-. asscmblcdl at the mnn tbcy sent
for thc minister ta play ta then, nnd cvencarrlcd himiff
whcin iwell drunk taon bouse of doubtiul repte, whoe
the revclry was conti'iutd. Ont onc occasion ho il
inta the pcat tire, 'vbcrc bis limb-; became so ruasted
that for six months hietvas laid aside, and! hc was
iamcd for 11e. His bretbrcn rescntcd the scandai
only by rciusing ta allow hlm ta attend the Presby-
tery dinner, and by denying hlm MIl help nt commun-
ion seasons. 1Brooding over these insults,hecesolved
te, adopt that form a ofrctaliation which would bc most
disagrecablo ta collengucs, soeaoa whom differed
tramlimsait only by being greater h.ypocrites. Ho sent
ta the nciglibouring chties for the mast evangelical
Gaclic ministers ta assist him on fast andi sacraient
days. The result 'vas that the smuggling parish bc-
canme not anly a new place, such as ail the success cf
the Excise could neyer have madeie t, but the centre
ai light ta the tvhole Presbytery. The people flocked
irdni a great distance ta licar the grand preaching la
their awn tongue. The drunlcard's successor nppointeti
under the Veto Act 'vas a godly man, and wlicn the
Disruption came the. wholc parish left the Estaib-
lishe'! Churcb.

Al POLICE.4AN'S TEa~TIfONY.

A number of young mon tvere one day sitting round
t 'h fire in the waling-roomi at. the Normantan sta-
tion af theo Mdiand Railway, talking about total-
abstinence societies. Just thon a policeman came la

ivtia prisoner in bandcuffs. lIe listenet ta tb;e
young menâ conversation, but diti fot give any
opinion. There %vas also ln the room Mr. Macdon-
ald, a ministor oi the gospel, wha, hearing what the
young men 'vere saying, steppcd up ta the policeman
anti said :

" Pray, sir, what have you goLta say about temper-
ance?"

The policeman replied
'«Wby, ei I've got ta say is that I nover teck a tee-

totaller ta York Castle (prison) la my ';fe, uer ta Walcc.
field $ousc aiCor ction cither."- ,ndofiHobe Re-
.utew.

PRA VER is the pulse of the rencived sou! ; and the
constancy ofitis beat is the test andi measureo f the
spiritual lite.%

THE neeti ai a wider difliusion ai missionary intel-
ligence is more and more feit by those engagcd la this
work. Men cana et be expectedt taCive ta or pay for a
work cf which they are ignorant. As the Rev. Dr.
NobhIe, ai Chicago, wveil said at the recent meeting at
Syracuse : '"It is for pastars and deacons and algood
men and womea vbo love missions anti tho ap.
preciate the vital relations between missionary know.
ledge and missionary interest, ta, enter upor! systeiu.
atic and determincd efforts ta instruct, and ta supply
the means cf instruction in missionary methotis and
movemernts. This point is funtiamental and vital.
WVe shaîl limp by thbctvay ; e shall la- in our giv-
ing; and wc shaîl make but a sorry exhibition of mis-
sionary zol, itho interest of our people is net inspireti
andi kept alivc by regular and reliable information.»
And Dr. Bacon, speaking ta the ministers, said
"Wlatever else you neglect, do flot neglect ta keep
Sourselves and your people informoti about the pro-

gress af the Kirgdom cf God." TMie setting apart ai
anc Wednesday evcning la oach montb for prayer
and contributions for missions, when missionary in-
formnation is given, 'viii bo a blessing ta the

rChurcli anti a great belp ta the cause at large. By
this means the missionary spirit 'viii bt 'ept alive and
active. Thcy who romain at home shouit be inter-
ested la the labours ci those 'via bave gone ta the
uttermost parts, and we shoulti <liow thom wihh aur
sympathies anti prayors, anti support theni with. our
wealtb.
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