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particuilarly amongst the lews, i
those tiknes the cemetcries of the
dead -%ere gciicrally ivithiout the
-%iallF of the town. F rom the great
Aspect wvhiclî -%zas paid to the
bodies of the dead, arising from
the belief, hihwas fouiided on
Revclation, of tho resurrection of
the Imman body at the last day,
they wcre also most carelii flot to
molest for a long timie the graves
of the departcd, so that thecir buiry-
ing grotinds were of mnucli larger
extent than ous, and flot; included
within the walls of fenced to-%ns.
Another custom, also, is nccessary
to be known concerning the -habit
ia whvlichi they bore the body to its
long home. The bier wvas borne
upon the shoulders of mon, and
upon it Iay the corpse of the de-
ceased, attired in its grave clothes,
-with the face exposed to view until
it camne to the place of btirial,
which by the Jews was called the
house of the living. Then the lid
of the coffin -%vas nailed down, and
the body resigned to the earth,
with words of' distress expressive
of utter helplessness, and with
si-gns significant of the resurrec-
tion.

As our blessed Lord and hie
company, which it appears w'ere
not a few, approached the gate of
the city, they were carrying forth,
the body of a young mani, lethe
son of a ividow." This -%as the
severest blow which death could
infliet to bereave a lonely -widow
of hier only son, the staff of hier
oki. age. By one stroke, therefore,
the consolation of hier midowhood
is eut off, and her niemnorial is per-
ished froin the earth, a4. the glo-
rious hope of a inother in Israel'is
gone for ever. The Lord saw lier

as she wvent weeping by the bier of
the dceased. lie nleced no0 in-~
terpreter of lier sad calamity, and
hier sad calainity iieeded no0 advo-
cate iii his breast. l"Wh1en lie saw.-%
lier, lie liad compassion on lier, and
said unto lir, wevop not. And lie
caime and touclîed the bier ; and
they that bore it stood stili." This
'%vas a, moment of great wvonçdcr and
awfuil suprise to the poor widow,
the minourners, and tlîe multitude.
They are stopped i their short and
soleinii jotirnicy by a perfect stran-
grer, whlo forbids the bereaved
widow to wveep, anci lays lus band
upon the bcd upon whichi the bodly
of the son reposed. Fit prelude
of dignity and tenderncss to the
mighity act -whiclî follows, and nowv
sum onses the attention of the
multitude, which being hield iii
mute amazencnt and swellcd iii
deep expectation of whvlat, was to
follow, the Creator, and Lord of
life, and the Redeemer from death,
then gave forth his solemu WORD
into the car -%vhichi lîad been for
days sealed in death, "11Young
man, 1 say unto thee, arise !"

These wec the first words spok-en
on raising the body, and, their unys-
terious meaning was k-nown only to
the great Speaker himself. The
lifeless dlay heard the Wýord and
arose! ihat ivhich wvas numbered
witlh the clods of the valley was
once more nunîbered w'vith, the
sons of living nmen. IIelp came
to tlîe sop. of the bereaved, and to
his now thrice happy mother. The
car stoppcd by death awoke to the
voice of man, and the eye soaled
by decath awoke to the ligýit; of
heaven, anîd tlîe stiffened joints re-
sumed their living power, and the
blooni of health reanimated the
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