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~/ ROUGE ET NOIR.

quickly around the bend in the road a small but ap-
petrcd to my inquiring glance. With haste I dropped
-fli bars of the rail fcnce, turncd my littie whccl in the
air, and ran to flic shed, submissivciy asking for sbclter,
wbich the good people gave me. My qzzondain hosts
were half-breed Indians, and they must have bcen just
as wickced as 1 was-if it tvcre wrong ta ride on this day-

k for I found the aid fellowv sharpening bis saw for the
morrowvs work, while thc ivife wvas intcrit upon bre-ad-
baling. Anxiously, I awaîted a cessation of flic rain,
and again it ccascd, bui- just sufficicntly to tcmpt me
out and then to wreak vengeance upon a liapless onc by
its increased flood. But with the prospect of muddy

* roads, 1l mounted, hoping ta rcach the next village.
Ugh ! the tboughit of a Il leader" by the way-side secmed
ta wvorry me, sa 1 slowiy picked my road. Nat a soul
could 1 sec as the rain made its appearance for an in-
finite number of times, accompanied by wind, bioîving
bigber thail ever. I iookcd ahead ana sawv a toil-gate
bouse within a quarter of a mile. It was now three
o'clocic, and if tain and wind ivould cca 'se only ta regaint gacater strcngth, I could w~ait and make the fcw miles
t o the nearest hotel sometime during the evening, or I
migbt safeiy travel in the dark, since I carried mý faith-
fui liit.

Pcnitentiy, I k-nockcd for admission, wvhich wvas
heartily given, and drawing ir my wheel, I divested my-
self of wbat ciothes I cauid, and piaccd them, before the
fire, ulhile I sat down and talkcd with the brawvn; keeper,
who liad been mucb over America, and bis kindly inere.
With nervousness, I would arise and scan the cast and
the west, wiU'. the hope of the siightest gieam ivhich
might showv ta nie -. change for the better. Down pat-
cered the unceasing rain, drap upon drop, and occan

upnoccan ; the vcry fowls stood npon anc ieg with the
other drawn tightiy up ; the cows came home witb their
hcads scemingiy hanging down aut of shame for tbeir
vet condition ; the trees drooped ; the road ran wvith

rivuiets, wvhilc I remained witbin a prisoner. Four o'clock
cane five passed, and six begen ta showv itseif. The
main ccased, but the wind arase as if it had just escaped
from Acolus. I could flot stay. I must push on. 1 took,
my bicycle without, and on a gentie incline, mountcd
with much difficulty, the wvind hardly ailowing rven that
act, already rendercd v'enturesome by the siippcry mud,
io bc undertakzen. It sccmed ta become dark sa quickly

and I lighted my lantern. Oh, what a trudge it wvas up
that long bill. I couldn't, after al], rcach the ncxt vil-
lage, four miles, away, in this uncertain ligbt. I spicd a
comeiy-looking farm-house ta my right. I rcsoivcd ta
go in-the tolI.gate kecper had told mc af the hospi-
tality of te inmates. I opcncd the gate gcntly, after a
hasty dismount, and knocked softly at the door, wbich

wsopened by a zniddle-agcd man, of wbom I inquircd
the distance--which 1 h-new pcrfectly well-to the ncxt
town, and sought a glass of wvatcr. He evidcntly sur-

mised my condition and askcrd me in. Witb feigned
protestations I cntered and they seatcd me b_ýfore the
fire, not, howcvcr, wvithout compelling me ta doiT my
coat and place a wvarm, licavy anc about me. Ah, it
wvas a bospitabie f'amily, for as I sat there warming my-
self, the good farmers wvifc inquired if I liad had tea.
Dubiously I ansîvered, and chatted on with the. larmer
and bis sons, but soon I lieard a quiet voice annot!ncc
that Ilteas ready." I was ravcnously bungry, aixd thc
sigbt that met my cyes o.fly increascd my appetite.
Neyer did I cat such bread anci butter , neyer more en-
j oyabie prescrvcdl pears, ta wbich I must have bielpcd
myseif a dozen times ; wvbiIe the tea surpasscd any1 'I five
a dlock" Ilvhich it bas been my plcasule ta partake of.
Satisid, 1 placed my white napkin in the ring, which
had been specialiy got out for this unknown guest, and
tumced to rejoin my neîv-found friends at the fire, but in
cameý hurricdly tbec kind housewife ani insistcd that I
bad not taken a moutbfui, and brought 'forth the balf of
a pumpkin pie, wvhir.h she insisted 1 must consume. I
am partial ta that country delicacy, and wvas that night
by persuasion. Again ready ta join them lit the fire, 1
wvas inte-rrupted b>' the presentation of an enarmous
piece of jelly-cake, wvhich I %vas enjoined <'ta just try."
This comm*and obeyed, thankcs to the depietion of the
larder, I wvas frc and rcady ta, chat again.

What aqueerevening Ipasscd. I was ushercd from
the sitting-room ta the pariaur ta sing hymns, and lustily
did I chant my relief from the burden af the four miles
ta the next village. I always imagined fatrmers retircd
at an eariy bour, but it wvas long after ten before tbey
sbowed me their best room, that nigl t 1 dreamed of ail
sorts of things-of being caught b>' t!%e wind and htirled
into the lakec, of pbantoms pursuing me, a sort of Tain
O'Sbanter of the wheel. But 1 awokze late, as my hast
bad insisted upon my not departing carly, and after re-
turning thanks for my kindiy treatment, I pcdailcd awvay
in the brighit morning sun. H. K. M.

"VERILY THOU ART A GOD THAT HIDEST THYSELF."

Not aiasdoes the star of morning. bright
In silver barness. mun before thé day.

But ottea, mith a flushed and mitzien light
XI breaks on cyes that wisI, the night away.

Not aiways docs the angel of the spring.
WiVth zepb*rrs rock the violet al ils birih .

But ollen. s%%epig on impetuousx~ing,
He chilis the young. avakcning hopca of cirth.

Not tlt!ay3 docs the Love that rules the skies
Betray the tender urgency of love.

But often. in somne stern and cold disguise.
It chides the heart il fain %vould draw above

Yet st ili 'tis Love that ta the spirit brings
hIs better day ; that life and Iight declares;

Imuxartal Lave in ail the schcine of thinga I
Herald o!joy. whatever niask it wcars.
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