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%.:Offec,, and mustyxnustard sandwiches at the benevolent taa meetingrs ami
.-ewîng circles. They upset the custard cîips over our dress-coats, and
always band us a slice of very cold mince pie wheu we ask for a
plate of vapory Trille. Tliey are timquestionabiy tue nuisances of tlic
baii-room and tlic terror of sinail parties. The Hall bcin '- less coin-
inodious of course answvers themi the best, and tlicy sit boit uipriglit
like a fortress .suarding convenient uooks, recesses, windows and long
Nwînding stairs w'here young Lochinvar deliglits to moain, and sit ani
taik witi flie blue-eyed fairy by his side. Miss Prim whlo liever liad,
attentions such as tiiese paid to lier, sniffs tue air and enjoys the Do-,
in the Manger policy to tue utinost. Tlieî'e slie sits, gloveless and
aiecked to tliceacrs, straight-laccd and starchied like a lauindry wvoiioul'.
ciothes line. Slie nuver wvears gloves of an evening and lier long,
bony flugers are giugreriy eKtended as shie wvishes you IlGood Even-

i c"And you inst.inctively shutdder as your haud mecets lier biaud,
dry and coid or at times clarnmy and sticky, for your Old Girl varies
witlî the season and witiî the teinperature.

Doos she dance? Oh. ycs unfortunatciy slie does dance, aaîd laow
biewitchiingl the hoýt ess glides up towards lier gentleman frien d aud re-
inarkis in loiv tones: "corne Mr. Sb and So let me iutroduce you toMh
Blank, slae has not dancec? the ivhole cvcniing." And poor So and So,
%witlî painful countenance, triuinphiantiy bears off the fadcd sylphi froilt
lier divan and endures agony unbearabie. The dance over, at promlen-
ade is suggested and the she dragon "jabbers" continuousiy into wearied
taLrs an uniimited amnount of information about free scliools, wornan's
riglts and Bachieior's buttons. Slue takes lier old seat at last and lier
ever wvatclhful eyes are again on the look out for improprieties and
aýtep flirtations. The Oid Girl always cau tell wliich. castor contains5
tlie vinegar and she invariabiy sits irnmediateiy before the cruet stand.
She'd turu a Wlîip inito a Chialybeate and no end of appetizers and tonicb
could be produced at a moinent's notice if slie wouid only sit for a1
siecond before a tray of custards or a stand of ice creams. Jellies
%vould luse their saccharine taste and delicate flavour if she but lifted
tliem from the table, and spring flowers and golIden butter-cups ivould
bo shorn of their brilliant hiues and ecstatic fragrance if shie allo .ved
for an instant ber eaiier eye, now bleared and watery, to rest on the
tiny leallets.

Ail Old Girls should stay at home. Nine o'clock is too lote for
them to be out. The black cats and white poodies and thin canaries
in green wire cages suspended over earthen pots of sickly geranium!3
and meiancholy fuschias, require the comforting assurance that the
front door is locked against intruders by the Old Girl wlîo manipuIate.,
tîte househoid cares of the domicile; wvlo cati tell t.o a nicety just.
how many caddy covers there are to a pound of Bohea and whio knowvs
how long a package of questionabie looking stuif labelled "lJava
Cofféee" will lat; and wbo kuows every bit of evil gossip aflat about
lier neighbours and she serupies flot te retail it ag,,ain revised, anxended
and otherwise improved, te lier next door neighbour; and who neyer


