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cow-herd asks Tityrus, who is represented
hero as o Christian, what hoe must do in orler
to preserve his cattle which had remained
perfeetly healthy, whilst the mortality was
goneral 2 This is tho naswer:

Signum quod perhibent ossa crucis Dot

Aagnus qul celitur solus tn urb.bus,

Christus perpetul gloria numints

Cajus Alius unjeus,

Hos stgnnm medlls froutibus  ditum,
Cunctarum pectrdun carta salus fuit

page 837-839.

That 13 to say : *I make the sign of the
cross of Jesus, ate., upon tho furcheads of my
cattle; and it is this which bas preserved
thom.” It appears likely that the custom
which we smr 1avo in this country, but espe-
cinlly in Rhincland, of painting white crosses
upon the walls of the stables, is a remains of
this ancient saperstition.

Ido nat think it necessary to delay longer
upon thissubject; 1 therefore pass to Ubbo
Limmius, who informs us that in 1272 there
was such a mortality among the horned cat-
tle, that it resulted in a great famine; yet ho
says nothing upon the nature of the disease.

QOuthof further gives account of others (dis-
tamnpers) ; but one of the most remarkable
was that of 1682, during which he lived in
this city. ‘This contagion took riso in Italy,
from theues passed by Burgundy, into
Switzerland, Germany and Brabant. 1t difs
fered however much from that which is now
provalent, and from that of 1710, ete.; for
the cattle had especially a great heat and
wmauy pimples upon the tongue, which they
lxltluccd; as they also did in 1732, whichsaved
taem,

Then Quthof passes to the martalities of
1710 and 1713. These hio says broke out at
first in Dalmatia, penctrated into Italy and
Austria, ran along Boliemia and Hungary
and also into Prussia, Russia, Sweden and
into Denmark ; and in 1714 jnto many wil-
lages of Switzerland, ¢ Perplurimos Helva-
tice pagos,” pago 752.

It is then untrue that Switzerland has not
heen afllicted with this contagion during this
century. This appears so much the more
cvident as by a prejudice or perhaps hy a
fict, wluch, I will not decide, they aseribed
this disease to certain pills which malovolent
men (as they believed in the Cantanof Basle)
spread about; this was inquired into by the

ollege of Medicino of Basle. It confirmed
this fact by the * Mercure d’ Europe” of the
month of Septomber, 1714, page 175, Simi-
lar prejudices have also existed elsewlhere,
and prove to us evidently, *thal! a confa-
gious disease has precailed among the Yorned
catlle at different periods, of whick they; have
wrongly puinted owt the causes.” Agobard,
Bishop of J.yons, who lived under Char-
lemagne, that is to say, at the beginning of
the pinth contury, has left a work entitled ¢
* Contra vulgi opinionem insulsam de Gran-
dine et tonitruis,” in which hesays, page 156 :
“ When thero was there same years ago a
mortality, some persons prefended that the
Duke Grimaldus had sent certain men with
powders which they scattered upun the fields,
the mountains, in the meadows and the rivers,
in order {0 kil the ecattle, beeauss this Duke
had a great hatred for his most Christian
Majesty the Ewperor. ‘Thathe had not only
heard of, but that he had seen when they had
caught some of them, who after having heen
fastened upon planks, were throwr into the
river and killed.  And that which was the
more surprising, they testilicd against them-

selves, that thoy had possessed and had in fact
seattered such powders, ote.  This was con-
sidured by every Lody as so true, that no qnu
hadl the feast doubt upon the subject” But
Agobard locked upon all this as fabricated
aiel absolutely impossible; which I do not
liowever vonture to assort. It appearsio ino
that nothing prevents the spread of tho dis
temper in a country, siice wo know that a
single dried shirt of & person who hadhad the
small pox at sea, a long time before arriving
at the Cape of Good Hope, spread this disense
in the wrlolo Colony by the washing of it
there. Do we rot know that the variolic
matter which wo save for inoculation of the
small pox and of the distemper can aliko pro-
duce s similar effecet 2 I am far from think-
ing that tho case reported by Agobard can
botrus; but I do not find in it the same
absurdity as this Bishop, who had w0 know.
ledge ot inoculation, and ignoraunt that the
contagious matter can o carried far without
its losing its morbific virtue. But let us re-
turir to our subject. It nqpcms to be suffi-
ciently proved by what I have said, that
distempers havo taken place at differont times,
and that even Switzerland has not Leen ex-
cmpt from them. 1also know with certainty,
that this diseaso was prevalent in 1768 at
House, in: the Canton of Zurizh, as well as
1 the Cantons of Zug and Schyeitz.

But I return to Outhof, beeause he alone,
as fur as I know, has well described the dis-
temper of 1714, which made such tertible
ravages in the United Provinces.

Quthof informs us that the contagion broke
out in 1718 in the Low Couuntries, and that
in 1714 it penctrated into Fricslund, where
it prevailed with so much violence, that.in
less than a year it swept away forty thousand
cows. It afterwards attach.>d ¢he provinee
of Groningen, by the side of Frieslard, and
to the east towards Eems, and spread at the
end of December over all East Friesland,
He also obscrves that the States of Hol-
land and of West Friesland prohibited by
placards, in 1714, tho throwing of any ani-
mal which had died of the contagion into the
sci, the lakes or the canals; and ordered
thewm to be buried three feet deep under
ground.  They alsn prohibited the eating of
wae flesh of animals which had died ot the
contagion, in _erder that the people should
not be exposed to pestilential diseases.

This foresight was so much the mare neces-
sary as those whom necessity induced to feed
upon these cattle which had heen thrown into
the water, kept them hidden in their houses,
alilough they began to be corrupt, from
whence would follow very great evils.

It would reader an ecssentizl service to
publish, if wo possessed them, all the placards
which have been promwelrated, both here
and elsewhere, sinco the formation of the
Republic, relative to the distempe -, which
the historians of this country gonerally pass
with silence as not_having anything in com-
mon with their political discussions.

I can assert at Jeast that before the year
1713 there is no mention in the “ Grand
Livre des placards” of Cau of any ordinance
upon the neasures to b used against the dis-
temper; and I have noticad by a very cexact
list of the ordinances publisked in the Pro-
vince of Frieslanc, concerning horned cattle,
which has been made knewn to e by M. lo
baron G. F. Thoe de Schwartzenberg and
Hohenlandsoery, that the inwroduction of
foreign catile was prohibited for the diret tune

tho 27:h November, 1713, until the 6th No-
vember, 1721, and aftgrwards from the 11th
~Decomber, 1744, until the 20thJanuary, 1747
feom whence it must by coneluded that, since
the risc’of tho Republicno contagious disease
lias provailed antong tho cattle buefore the
year 1713. This subject requires howover
turther investigations.

Up to this timo I have only spoken of tho
writors who not having any knowledge of
rnatomy or medicine, have however spoken
ofthe distemper.  But how can 1 quote the
authors ot Iealy, Lagland, l-‘runce,'{icrmnny
and of other countries, who have treated ot
the contagion wluch was prevalent in all
lurope, from 1710 up to 1719¢ I must,
howuver, recall to your memory that Ramuz-
zini, Lanaisi, Boromeo, Mazim, Nigrisols,
Michelotti, Magati, Lanzoniuy, G. Guerra, F.
Faotasty, 1), i Ferrearie, L. Castells, C. L.
Cugrossi, H., Corazzi, Ruini, Valisnen, and
others, have publnsnud in Ttaly, shortly after
the origin of the distemper, theie judicious
observations upon this disease.

The principal of tiese writings, particularly
those ot Ramazzini, of Lancisius and others,
hiave been transiated into Gevmun by Ch.
Nic de Lange, and in 1719 into Dutch vy A.
Manbach. Abraliam-8Sal, Vander Voort also
published in 1716 at Leiden a letter adidres-
sed to afriend upon the distemper which then

revailed among the horned cattle; but st
wms been impossible for mu to obtaia this
moreeau.

The Kuglish have also transtated the prin-
cipal Italian writers ; but no people has shown
itself more eager in this respeet than the
Germans.  Bates, however, had already pub-
lished in 1714 excellent observations epon
this discase ot cattle, and he had cven
opened tnany, as may be sven in the Flilo-
sopical Transactions, as well asin the ebridge-
ment of its memairs,

When in 1740 the distemper broke out
anew, all the nations at once appearcd to
take notice of it. The French have pub-
lished many anonymous werks upon this sub-
jeet. In 1744, they printed at Besangon a
volume in 8 vo. eatitled : # Observations sur
la maladic contagieuse qui régne en Franche-
Compté parmi les beufs et lus vaches,™ ete.;
at Paris appeaved, in 1748, in 12 mo, =
% Dissertation sur la maladie épidémique des
bestiaux,” etc., by Blondel; at Beszaugon, a
Mdmoire sur les maladies, ete, des bétes it
cornes ; a work which obtained the prize of
the Academy of Besangon i 1766, in 8 vo.,
which up to the present time Ihave not been
able to procure. ‘The observations of the
Marquis of Courtivren have given me much
pleasure, aud although in some things they
may b rather superficial, yet they presens
much which is not found elsewhore § they
are inserted in tha Memoirs of the Royul
Acdemy of Sciences, 1748 and 1752,

M. Sauvages published m 1746 a disserta-
tien vpon this subject ; but T have not read it.

This disease attracted in 1746 at London
the attention of Mr. Broklesby, a man of

reat attainments, and that of hi)r. Cromwell
, Mortimer, in 1745 in the « Philosophical
‘FCraunsactions,” number 477, vol. XLILL., and
1746, No. 478, vol. XLIV.; but 1vhwese gen-
tlewen have treated the matter wors ay
theorists than practitioners : their numerons
cccupations and the immenso extent of tio
City of London has prevented them from
making experunents. The work of D. P

Layasd, published in 1257, in 8 vo., 8 one of
quite another nature,




