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* Golden plovers nre tho birds which the
B Child Jesus is said to have mado of olay,
B giving thenmi life by broathing on them,

which, Yis companions.could not do,
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Tho Boy King.
ns M, K., WINSLOYW,.

Osit o fair young Child,

Ho sat, that mimie King,
Crowned with a garland wild,
Whore forest flowers amiled,

And bivds Jid sing.

Only a court of boys
Before Lim bent the knee ;
(luy in their infunt joys,
T'hey hailed with harmless noiso
1he King to bo.

What comos ulon%‘ the gludo

Slow stepping, hushed and sad?
A litter rudely made,
Whereon in hasto was laid

A suffering Ind,

Only o father's hedit

Uiould throb with such florce piin,
But neighbours do their part
And seek the lecoh’s art

IPor health again.

¢ Stop and saluto our King,”
‘The merry children say,
Their warns, soft avms they fling,
And round the Wearers cling,
To bat their way.

Young Jeaus from Llis throne
Of tufted grass and leaves

Piled on a mossy stone,

Hems the boy sufferer's moan,
And, hearing, grioves,

« \WWhat ails him, benrers, say 2"
The King speaks in the word
Who hear it must obey,
Albeit though in play
That voice is heard.

"Pho bearers rest their care;
In lmlf—imvuticnt tone

They traco the path to where

A sorpent makes his liir
Beneath d stone.

And tell how at his play,
Iearless as children be,

‘I'he hoy reached whero he lay,

Caught the foul beast at bay,
But fatally.

¢ Quick, boys 1” the Boy then cried ;
«"T'his monster let us kill.”

To pass the bearers tried,

To thrust the Boy nside 3
But—wrought Llis will ;

And through the woodland glado
Reluctant le dthe way,

To where tho child had strayed,

And in the sunshine played
With death to-day.

Through the green woodland rang
The tread of many feet,
And where the woodbines hang
Tho golden plovers® sang
Hymns low and sweet.

Only « little Child,
And yet at his soft call
The snako with writhings wild,
Whilo the young monarch smiled,
Did humbly crawl.

(30, draw the poisen out,”
Lho little Ruler said.

The serpent turned about,

And 'mid the courtiers’ shout,
T'he King oboyed.

« Cursed be thou, creature dread !
Cursed each tiny scale;

My heol is on thy head,

1 shall be King instead,
And thou shalt wail.”

And lo ! the monater, rent
Asunder, fell down dead ;
While the small Congueror went,
His shortJived anger spent,
To the child’s bed.

“ Rige, little friend, arise!”
His touch was healing balm.

The boy unclosed his oyes,

Sprung up in glad surprise,
And felt no harm,

Then rose the woodland praise,
What time the pine trees moancd,
Gay plovers trilled their lays,
And larks in roundelays
Jarth's monarch ewned.

Only a littlo Child,

But, crowning as they sing,
Men, beasts and nature wild,
Him, pute and undefiled,

Proclaim their King,.

‘gource.

Lo ' as wo bear along

Through life’s etilf shades to-day
Our grief, our sin, our wrong,
The 111 that stays our song,

Who bars tho way?

Only a littlo Child,
Fair, pure, but wondrous wisu 3
I1is robes are undefiled,
118 words are firm though mild,
Tender His eycs.

We rannot say IHim nay,
Though flxed our purposo be,
Wu can but turn His way,
Obedient as e may,
His power to see.

Not to the evil thing,
Our sorrow or our pain,

Sycnks our rebuking Il’(ing,

Until vur freed hearts sing
With joy again;

‘But to the prisoner, sin,
Ilis damning word is said ;
Hise healing is within ;
The soul He fain would win
Uplifts its head,

Oh, bo it ours to bow

Hofore that flower-crowned Child,
Owning LUs kingship nott
By chant &l sacred vuw,

Praise nulefiled !

'Till, every ill thing fled,

Weo with the woodlands sing,
‘ Rejoice, the snake is dead !
Creation lifty its hoad,

The Child is King 1"

The Jewish Colony in Rome.
BY W. 1L WITHROW, DD, FRS8.C

Pues. Hovey has recently treated
this subject n the Sunday School
Pimes with great ability and learuing.
1 would like to add a few sentences
corroborating the conclusions reached
in his paper by evidence from another
In tho summer of 1879 1
visittd the then recently discovered
Jowish catacowd in the Vigna Ranan-
dina, on the Appian Way, about two
miles from Rome. It gave striking:
testimony as to tho separato identit)
and organization of tho Jewish com-
munity at Rome iu tho early centurics.
T'he catacomb containg several vaulto!
chambers, ono of which has some very
remarkablo paintings of the soven-
branched candlestick on the roof and
walls. The srme figure is frequently
geratched on the mortar with which

the graves are closed. The -dove and

olive-branch and palm are also fre-
quently repeated. Among several hun-
dred ingciiptions, not one of either
pagan or Christian character hus
been met with, The names are oftin
strikingly Jowish in form, and fre-
quently _tho epitaphs reler to the
station of tho .deceased as officers of

the synagogue—ag APXONTEZ, rulers ;
‘TPAMMA'TELS, scribes, 'Lhe following
are {ranglations of examples in tie

Kircherian Museum at Rome:
«Here lies Salome, daughter of

‘Gadia, father of tho synagogue of the

Tebrews. Hor sleep is in ptaco,”

«Iere lies Quintianus, Gerousinich
(that is, chief elder) of the synagogue
of the Augusteuses.”

« Horo Jies Nicodoius, rulér of the
Severenses, and beloved of all.”

This inscription will recall another
raler of the synagogne of tho same
name. Many of the sloopers in this
Jowish cometery were ovidently, from
their names, Greek or Latin proselytes.
Indeed, this is sometimes expressly
agserted, as in the fallowing:

« Mannacius to his most sweet sister
Chressis, # proselyte.”

On o6ne of these funeral slabg, be-
gides the representation of the seven-
branched caudlestick, which appeas

also in baswrelief on the Arch of

Titus, ave four Hobrow letters, ovi-

dently intended for the word shalom,
ur peaco. The inscriptions, howeves,
aro mostly in Greek, although some of
themn are in Latin,

1 may be asswined that this cemetery
wag oxclusively Jowish, as similar
catacombs have beon found in the
Jowish sottlements of Asia Minor, the
Mgean Isles, Sicily, and Southern
Italy. In death, as in life, the Jows
gought to be separated from the Gen-
tiles, among whom they dwelt. We
know from tho testimony of Juvenal*
and others, that numbera of them in-
habited tho part of Rome neavest to
tho cometory I have described. They
geem overywhere to have been a tur-
bulent race. They especially raani-
fested intense antipathy to Christlans.
"Pho records of early persecution inform
us that they wero conspicuously dili-
gent in gathoring straw and fagots for
vhe burning ot the martyis.t—-Sunday
School T'imes.

The Franco-Chinese War.

Tur bombardment of Foo Chow, in
China, by the French flest on the
twenty-fourth of August was the signal
for the opening of a war between the
Teench Republic and the Chineto -
yire. Whevhor the struggle will be
long ov short caunot, at thia time of
writing, bo easily foreseon.

During more than a year, the
attention of the world has been called
to the difficulties betweon the French
and tho Coinese. TFor many months,
‘those nations have been on the verge
of tho hostilities which have now at
last begun,
¢ The cause of the trouble is to be

to obtain control of Tonquin, the
notthern province of Annam, a State
which hag long been tributary to China.
Jrance had sccured a treaty with a
King of Annam some years before ;
and it was under this treaty that she
‘olaimed the right to establish herself
throughout the peninsula.

Several months ago, France resolved
to maintain this claim by force of arms.
She seut a small army and fleet to the
‘Asiatic seas, and proceeded to the
congacs of Tonquin, The French
‘wero resizted in this by semi-barbarous
bands of natives, who were really
lawless bmgands, and who wero called,
‘the * Black Flags.”

The result of this irregular warfare
wag that the French troops and gun-
boats advanced up the valiey of tho
Sang-.Loi, the principal water way of
Tonquin, and in cowse of timeo captured
the Lwo most important of its fortresses,
Hanvi avd Bac-Ninh.

Ab Duce-Ninh, which is the military
‘key of the country, the French encoun-
tered, not the “Black Flags,” but
regular Ohinese troops. China from
first 6>
Trench invasion of Tonquin, and had,
throatened more than oxce to make it
a causo of wat

Bubt when the French had at last
completed their conquest, she Chineso
not only did not vesist it, bub they

‘made a treaty with France, confirming’

‘hor in the possession of the wountry
conquered, and agrecing to pay Feance
an indomuity of fifteen million dollara,
* Nunc sacri fontus nemus, o delubra
locantur Judmis.~Juv, Sat. 3 13,

+ Seo Rusobius, lib, 4, 2ap. 15 ])eéc'r‘ib-
ing the death of Yolycarp he says: ““The
crowd forthwith colleeted woad and straw
from tho shops and baths; dapecinlly the
Jows, as usual, freely offered their seryices
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for this purpose,”

found in the ambition of the French.

.| barbarism.

last had rotested agaiust the |

The French then advanced to the
Tonguin and Chineso frontier to vecupy
the fortresses there. At orna of theso
fortressod. that of Lang Son, they were
resisted and repulsed by tho Chinese
garrisun which held 1t.

1t appesred that, aftor tha treaty
had bheen made, the party hostile to
the French in China came into power,
The new Chinese Minmsters seem to
have resolved that the treaty should
not be carried out, and apparontly the
resistanco of the Chinese at Lang Son
was tho result ot this change of policy.

The next step of the French was to
seize one of the ports of the island of
Tormosa, in the Chinese waters; and
when this did not prove effectnal, they
went further, and proceeded to bom-
bard the town of Foo Chow. 'This
constituted an act of war, and was
followed up by the hostilities which
have since ocourred.

Any war is deplorable, A war
between a Buropean power and the
mighticst of Asiatic empires is likely
to bring in its train many wretched
results. Not only will it, if long
continued, bo attended with slaughter
and desolation, but i will greatly
impede the commerco of the rest of the
world with China ; it will imperil the
property and the lives of the Turopeans
resident in Chineso porta; and it will
render the position of Christian mis-
gionaries ono of near and great danger.

Nor is this all. A war between
theso two -powers may lead to a still
greater conflagration. A quarrel may
ensily arise out of it between sevoral
of the European powers themselves.
Tuternational rights may be violated,
and national jealousies aroused, so us
to embroil Europe in s conflict the end
of which no one could pretend to
foresee.

The event, thorefore, is a misfortuno
of the world, which will once mors
_have to deplore the restless and grasp-
ing ambition which seeks teritory
and gain by the savage method of war.

Oxk should be thoroughly acquainted
with the books and the pames of the
authors of his own land.  Patriotism
‘ghould Jead & man to know the glory
in the midst of which he lives.

A scoooLBoy Jately asked his father
the difference between civilization and:
«It is very simple, my
boy,” replied Paterfamilias. ¢ Civili-
zation kills an enemy with a cannon-
‘pall, ab six tLousand yards; barbarism
cuts off tiw head with a sword-stroke.”

A Bramux convert writes: ¢“Though
T was educated in a Christian college I
was not impressed with the truth of
Christ. It was tho example of a mis-
sionary’s patience, faitn, godliness, and
huwility—that brought me to Jesus.”

A a recent heathen festival in the
town of Nagano Luwa, Japan, there
‘weorb nine Bible scllers, and during the
soven days of ccremony they sold about
600 copics, and the amount received
was about twenty-five dollars,

Tux arrows of wit ought always to
be foathered with smiles; when they
fuil in that they become sarcasm -and
like two-edged swords.

Grant, O my God, that neither the
joy nor the sorrow of this period shall
have visited my heart in vain! Mako
me wiso and strong to the pérformance
of immediate duties, aud ripen mo by
whuat means Thou scest bost for the
performance of those that lie beyond.

—Margaret Fuller.
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