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PLEASANT HOURS. R

GOING HOME. P S A, ! grown in two years from 426 mombers,

HEN th d . s - L i Aa the old Foundery wan about to

O\ N PR dtc;ilfln comes, and like a | T . Y - be domolinhed by the (fovernment, who

11all beside the long highway of time, ' F , ' v resumed posscasion, it was necossary

Nor strive the last rough, upward range : T ~ . ), _to find a now howo for the Mothodiam

to climb, | o “ e ‘. tof loudon. In 1776, thereforo, Mr.

O Father, hold me not unreconciled ! . s f;_ Ve s e \ Wesley made an appeal to tho aocie

Let me not then remember ail the wild | Sy e O S, ot tics for subscriptions to the amount of

And \::\?;EZ(IV:':LS through which my | . ~ - 1_ == g’ .. ; £6,000 for tho propused ¢ Now Chapel.”

: . T S S-S e The following year the cornet stono wan

. . . v b B P P . .

. }i‘l:gle mlCd: but mthe};;l;zt ¥ -5 B Sl | J:: =, : "y } Inid, und, standing upon it, Mr. Wealoy

My way of pain, and made it oftimes , 3 - B ',rﬁ - S \ preached, amid showors of min, n ser

With laughter of glad streams, and pas- | R T = e e Y ,mon on tho text, «What hath God

tures green, ) ) ® WP gonnania R« b , wrought 7 How much niore gloriously
Andfragrant forest pathways opening wide | N - -y . , 18 that Scripturo true afier a century's |
0}:{ devlvy mc:u}ows sparkling in the sun, | L S b L. . y progross! Tho “Now Chapol " wan |

Li esﬁc‘i‘;‘?‘so paradise in dreams fore- £ ! o " situated near tho Foundery, in what

So shall my slumber be unterrified, ey R L REPUS ‘ . was thon open ficlds, Lut is now n

And my awakening find the journey done. : s\ wilderness of brick aud stono. The

I 8. Cornell. o building i8 & large, plain, und nearly

e ! gquare ktructuro, without much attempt

N by pa Tt at architectural display. Wo find no
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THE CRADLE OF METHODISM.
BY THE EDITOR.

¥e, T this time. at which we
write, when tho/ whole
Mothodist world f nssem-
bled, through s ropre-
sentatives, at tho old City
Roud Chapel, jn London,
the mother chyfrchof Moth-
odism everywhere, our r¢gaders will no
doubt be interested in account of
those early days when Ahe first society
of “people called Methodists” held their
worship in an abandofied foundery, and
in a description of $he first Methodist
Chapel in the world,

The first home of Methodism was
indeed very humble, suggesting analo-

gies with the humble beginnings of |

Christianity itself — the manger of
Rethlchem and the cottage home of
Nazareth. When tho Wesleys and
‘Whitefield, by ecclesiastical intolerance,

were exclided from the churches, they |

took to preaching on moors and com-
mons,and at markets und fairs,
Bad weather, and the need of
more comfortable accommoda-
tion, led them to seck some
place of shelter for their ser-
vices, In 1739 John Wesley
was urged to secure the Old
Foundery, Moorfields,London,
as a place of worship. This
was & large, rumbling pile of
buildings, nexr the present site
of City Road Chapel. It bad
beon used by the Government
for casting brass ordnance.
Many cannon, captured from
the French in Marlborough's
wars, were here recast. One
day, as a larpe quantity of
molten metal was run into
the moulds, the moisture in
sand was suddenly converted
into steam, and a violent ex-
plogion tqok place ; the build-
ing was shattered and partly
disroofed, and several persons
were killed. The royal foun-
derywasremoved toWoolwich,
and the shattered building was
left for d-ox_'pp y%x;l t;x’wpc:lpied and
. going to decay. oy’s only regular
income was £28 a year, from his
Oxford fellowship. The sum required
for the purchase of the Foundery was
£115, . But-fall of faith he assumed
the debt, and some friends coming to
. his aid, nearly £700 was expended in
fitting. it up for worship. tead of
the clang of anvils and rcor of furnaces
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employed in the manufacture of tho
deadly enginery of war, its walls wero
to echo the holy hymns and tho glad
evangel of the gospel of peace.

The following description of the
building, as shown in the cut below,
is from I'yerman's Wesley .— ¢ Thero
wore two frunt doors, one leading to the
chapel, and the other to the preacher’s
house, schoo), and band-room. A bell
was hung in a plain belfry, and was
rung every morning a little beforo five
for early service, and every evening at
nine for family worship, a8 well as at
other times. The chapel, which would
accommodate about fifteen hundred
people, was without pews; but in
front of the pulpit were about n dozen
seats with back rails for female wor-
; shippers, The front gallery was used
exclusively by females and tho side
gallery by males.” On this separation
of the sexcs Mr. Wesley insisted in.all
his early churches. Above the smoke
{ begrimed rafters could be seen the tilo
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C11y RoAD CHAPEL

j widows, one blind woman, and two ornaments of stuceo.
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o statement of its dimensions, but wo
1ead of 1,800 porsons being present at
a covenant servico. The appeamnce
of tho intorior i8 much moro imposing
than that of tho outside. I1landsomo
tions, A dispensary and alms-house, gallorics, withan entublaturoand frieze,
for the poor was also part of the estab- | ave supported by Doric columns. "Lhe
lishment, where, in 1748, wero nino, ceiling has a lurge contre piece and
‘Tho pulpit is
poor children. “I might add,” says, high enclosed structuro, with a reading-
Wesley, ¢ four or five preachers, for I desk beneath, standing in front of a
myself, as well as the other preachers recess in the rear. On one occusion
who are in town, diet with the poor, | Charles Wesloy wus preaching with
on the same food and at the same table, | great animation, and Dr. Coke sat 1
and wo rejoice therein, as a comfortabe | the reading-desk below. During the
earnest of our eating Lread togother in, service the little Doctor was astonishedd
our Father’skingdom.” A savings bank ) by thoe descent of the pulpit bymn-buok
and loan fund were also established. |, on his head.  Soon after, looking up,

High up, near tho roof, were apart-, ho obsorved the ponderous Biblo about
ments for Mr. Wesley, in which his| to follow. Springing up, he cunght 1t
wother died. There was also accommo- in his arms, while the preachor, uncon
dation for the assistant preachers and | scious of the contretemps, rushed on in
for domestics. Not a stone of the old ) his strain of impassioned eloyquence.
building now remasins, but the old pui-, On the walls all around are numerous
pit is preserved at Richmond College, , marblo tabletsin memory of the distin-
and is used by the students every week. | guished preachers who have ministered
Some of tho old seats are in the base-, withintheso walls—among otkers,Johu
ment of City Road Chapel, and the, and Charles Wesloy, Fletcher, Bonsoo,
bell and chandelier are in use in other, Coke, Clarke, Watson, Bunting, Now
chapels. To this rude and ruinous! ton, and muny others.

In the grave-yard without,
slumber the remuins of the:
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founder ot Methodism, of his

THE OLD FOUNDERY,

| rlt:of. A few rough deal boards formed
L the tem pulpit.

Part ggr:;g bui}l)ding was fitted up
with desks for a school. Here, for
seven years, Silas Told taught & num-
ber of charity children from six in the
morning till fivh in the evening, for
the salary of ten shillings a week.
Part was also fitted up as & book-room

for the sale of Mr. Wesleys publics-

venerable miothor, of Adam
Clarke, Joseph Benson, Jabez
Bunting, and of many another
whoso lifo and lubours were
devoted «o the glory of God in
the scrvice of Methodism. In
Bunhill fieldsburying ground,
just opposite, sleeps tho dust
of the glorious dreamer, Johu
Bunyan. Charles Wealey
preached in City Road Chapel
nearly every Sunday for ten
years, but his Churchly notions
made him request to bo buried
in the parish church of Mavy
lebone. John Wesley regrots
that the remains of his brother
should not be deposited whero
his awn should lie. * Certain-
ly,” he writes,” * that ground
is ag holy a8 any in England.”
Aye, truly. Froms all parts of
Christendom come pilgrims to
vixit that sacred spot.  Besido
“thetombof John Wesley grows
structure, in ihe dark London mornings , an elder tree, clippings from which
and evenings, multitudesof God-fearing I have boen trunsplanted to almoat cvery
Methodists wended their way by the  part of the; world--an eniblem of the
dim light of their candle or oil lanterns, i Church which he plinted, which hay
over tho ill-paved streets, to the carly | taken root and brought forthits blessod
morning or evening service ; and here ! fruit in every clime.’
multitudes of souls were converted to | >

CITY ROAD, LONDON.
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God. TheFonnderySodetynumbemd,' Lyixg lips are an abomination to
in 1743, no less than 2,200 members, the Lord, but they that deal truly aro
meeting in sixtysix classes, having | His delight.
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