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HISTORY OF THE WAR OF 1812.

lency, their acts cannot be ascribed to him,
even if they warted that justification which
the circumstances that occasioned them so
amply afford.

It will be sufficient for the present pur-
pose, and in order to mark the character of
the war, as carried on upon the frontiers of
these provinces, to trace the line of conduct
observed by his excellency, and the troops
under his command, since the commencement
of hostilities, and to contrast it with that of
the encmy.

# The first invasion of Upper Canada took
place in July, 1812, when the American
forces under brigadier general Hull, crossed
over and took possession of Sandwich, where
they began to manifest a disposition so dif-
ferent from that of a magnanimous encany,
and which they have since invariably display-
ed, in marking out, as objects of their pecu-
liar resentment, the loyal subjects of his Ma-

Jjesty, and in dooming tueir property to plun-
der and conflagration.

“ Various instances of this kind occurred,
both at Sandwich and in its neighborhood, at
the very period when his Majesty’s standard
was waving upon the fort of Michilimackinac,
and affording protection to the persons and
property of those who had submitted to it:—
Within 2 few weeks afterwatds, the British
flag was also hoisted on the fortress of Detroit,
which, together with the whole of the Michi-
gan territory, had surrendered to his Majesty’s
&3S,

‘‘Had not his excellency been actuated by
sentiments far different from those which had
influenced the American goverament, and the
persons employed by it, in the wanton acts
of destruction of private property, cormmitted
during their short occupation of a part of Tp-
per Canada, his excellency could not but have
availed himsclf of the opportunity which the
undisturbed possession of the whole of the
Michigan territory, afforded him of amply re-
taliating for the devastating system which bad
been pursued at Sandwich and on the Thames.

“But strictly in conformity to the views
and disposition of his own government, and to
that liberal and magnanimous policy which it
had dictated, he chose rather to forbear an
imitation of the enemy’s example, in the hope,
that such forbearance would be duly appreci-
ated by the govercment of the United States,

and would produce a return to more civilised
usages of war.

““The persons and property, therefore, of
the inhabitants of the Michigan terriory, were
respected, and remained unmolested.

“In the winter of the following year, when
the success which attended the gallant enter-
prise against Ogdensburgh had placed that
populous and flourishing village in our pos-
session, the generosity of this British charac-
ter was again conspicuous, in the scrupulous
preservation of every article which could be
considered as private property, such public
buildings only being destroyed as were used
for the accommodation of troops and for pub-
lic stores.

“The destruction of the defences of Og-
densburgh, and the dispersion of the enemy’s
force in that neighbourhood, laid open the
whole of their frontier on the St. Lawrence,
to the incursions of his Majesty’s troops, and
Hamilton, as well as the numerous settlements
on the banks of the river, might, at any hour,
had such been the disposition of his Majesty’s
government, or of those acting under it, been
plundered and laid waste.

“During the course of the following sum-
mor, by the fortunate result of the enterprise
against Plattsburgk, that town was for several
hours in the complete possession of our troops,
there not being any force in the neighborhood
which could attempt & resistance.—Yet cven
there, under circumstances of strong tempta-
tion, and when the recent example of the
enemy in the wanton destruction at York, of
private property, and buildings not used for
military purposes, must have beon fresh in
the recollection of the forces employed on
that occasion, and would have justified a
relaliation on their part, their forbearance
was strongly manifested, and the directions
his excellency had given to the commander
of that cxpedition, so scrupulously obeyed,
that scarcely can another instance be shewn
in which, during a state of war, and under
similar circumstances, an enemy, so complete-
iy under the power and at the mercy of
their adversarics, had so little cause of com-
plaint.

“During the course of the same summer,
forts Schlosser and Biack Rock, were sur-
prised and taken by = part of the forces under
the command of Major General Do Rottenburg,



