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trait in Saint Patrick's character. The
Saint sees iii hirnself but a hielpless instru-
ment in the bands of One Ail Powverfuil.
Listen to bis musings.

"Gofl niight have changeci to Pentecostal
ton" ues

Thc Icaves of ail the fcrests in the world,
Anil ba(le thcmi sing Ilis love."

Now if there was one Apostolical quali-
fication wvhich Sainz Patrick possessed in
a supereminent degree, it was that of self-
denial and persevering prayer. Speaking
of the people lie carne to save,the holy mnan
remarks:

IFor ilieir sake niy spirit to thee
In vigil, fast and nieditation long,
On iiuntain andi on inoor."

it %vas tbis profounid spirit of prayer and
nicrtification wvhich drew down upon our
Ireland, those transcendent blessings and
privileges whiich are lier pridc and glory.
iPatrick preached %'ith ail the eloquence of
an apostle,

B3ut iiiightier than bis l)reaching wvas his praycr.

In considering this erniinent trait of the
Irish St. Paul, ]et us direct our attention
for a few inomients to that Legend whicb
is certainly the grandest poctical effort of
Mr. De Vere's uiseful life. \Ve refer to,
the Strivings of' Saint Patrick on Mount
Cruachan. TI'le Legend tells howv the
Saint, towards the end of bis victorlous
career, wben he sees tbe wvhole Island
converted to the Faith of Christ, desires
with a vehernent desire that bis dear
c.hildren remain unconcîuerably faitbful to
his teachingq until the second comning of
Christ. With this end in view he resolves
to betake hirnself to, Mount Cruachan,
diere to spend the Lenten season in fast-
ing and earnest prayer. The angel Victor,
considering Patrick's desire inordinate
opposes bis design ;

«I'The gifts thy soul demands, deniand then
flot ;

For they.arei-ighty and inimeasurable, -

And-over gireat for granting."

Bui Patrick is flot to be easily distniayed,
so bidding bis disciples .Wait bis return,

Ile straightway sets bis face
Alone to tbat grent hili Ilof eagles " nanied
l-ige Cruiachan, tbiat o'er the western dIelp
Iltng thrntigli s-'t-inist, wiîl shadowing-crag on

crig,
1-igh-ridged., and datcless foresi, 1onZ since

dead.

Three timies and at three different stages
of the mountain, at its base, baIf-wvay up,
and at its suniit, Saint Patrick repeats
bis prayer. For three timies in succession
aIl the demions of Brin gat'ner around in
fury and, seizing upon tbe elernents raise
a niigbîy tuniult of storni and flood.

So rushied they on
E rin ail suies, and, close met in circling storîn
I3esieged the enclufl(led steep of Criiachan,
rhat scarce the dlifférence knewv 'tvixt nighit and

<lay
More than the stinless p~ole.

Even the angel of God continues to look
unfa,ýorably upon Patrick'- request for bie
again and aain1 repeats the self sanie
coinmand,

"ýGet thee down
Froru Crunghan, for inighty is thy prayer."

But this injoniction, even froni a heavenly
niessenger, is not a source of discourage-
ment, for irnmnediately Patrick replies

" This M.\otntain Cruachan I will flot leav
Alive tili -ail be grinted, to the last."

Amnidst thiese sources of distraction and
annoyance the saint continues tindisturbed
bis prayer.

Unçhaken there lie knelt vith, biauds outstrctchedl,
Goxd's Athlete !For a inighty jrize hie strove,
Nor slacked nor any wvhit bis forchcad bowed:
Fîxed .vas bis eye and keen ; the wbule whitc

face
Kecen as that eye itself, thoug- ,-shapeless yet-
The infernal horde to car not eye addressed
Thcir battle. l3ack lie drove thern, rank on

rank,
Routed with psalm, and inalison, and ban,
As froin a sliug flung forth.

Thus tbe wbole Lenten season be passes
in penance and wrestlingys wvith bis God,

Till now, on Holy Saturday, that hour
Rettirned wvhich inakzeth glad the Çhurch of

God
Wben over Christendomn in widowed fanes
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